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have an opportunity to discuss the items? 


"Mr, RILEY.—These people have estab- 
lished. themselves in business here, and 
it would be a great hardship now if, by 
a reduction of the duty, the whole of 
their business arrangements were dis- 
located. I hope the Minister (Mr. Greene) 
| will stand by the item, and keep faith with 
all those 
country. 
Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [10.6}].—I 
have discovered, in listening to the debate 
on these items; that apparently the 
_ workers of this country are having a fine 
_ time in the various industries that have 


been established, and for which protec- . 


tion is asked in this Tartf.° 

Mr. Corsrr.—They are well satisfied. 

one CONSIDINE.—TIf that is so, I 
+ want to know what is the cause of all 
this industrial unrest throughout Aus- 
tralia. The honorable member for Kal- 

- goorlie (Mr. -Foley) informed the 

Committee this evening that the poorer 
_ paid workers in his division were obliged 


that they should continue to do so he 
wants, not to improve their working con- 
ditions, but to make cotton goods cheaper. 
_ [ have no desire to do that. I want the 
_standard of living so raised that the 
workers of Australia will not need to 
wear cotton socks. -I would prefer that 
they should wear the woollen article. I 


want to see every worker in this country | 
in a position to wear the very best. 


et material that is obtainable. 
Mr. Hrrx.—And why not, in view of 
| A Rene fact that wool is so cheap? | 


“Mr. CONSIDINE.—1I will allow the 
honorable member himself to answer that 
cn eonundrum. He and the rest of his 
party are keen about prohibiting the 
importation of chaff and every other 
primary product that they sell, but they 
_ want other commodities to be free. which 
2 ey have to buy. ! 

Mr. Hini.—We want to give the opie 
eheap socks. Appar e the honorable 


i 


member does not. 

Mr. CONSIDINE —I nh Abe want 

aotton socks at all.- I wore them once, 

not because I liked them, and I have no 

doubt oS the workers. of Australia cen 
i : thes 


“poor mouth about the workers of this. 
country. 


irms that have’ come to this 


_his future election campaigns. 


to wear cotton stockings, and in order | 


manufacturers. 


soundness of my argument \that the 


‘potted to At an extent shat hog: er, 4 
afford to buy the better class material. . . 


Mr. Formy.—I have never pulled a 


If the people in the honorable 

member’s division worked, as they do. mit 
mine, they would be able to have woollen 
goods, too. 


‘Mr. CONSIDINE. MS they he it 
my division what they did in the honor. 
able member’s, no doubt I would not be 
here, and so I do not agree with th 
honorable member’s line A argument i 
that respect. But I am sure that if 
he goes back to Kalgoorlie, and tells the ; 
workers that he worked overtime in this © 
House in order that they might be enablec 
to continue to wear cheap cotton socks, it 
will not contribute much to the success Oh, 
N aturally, 
he does not want the attention of the 
workers in his division to be drawn to ‘the 
fact that he is anxious that their wages 
shall not be increased to such an extent that 
they need not be compelled to continue 
wearing cotton socks, and that he is en- 
deavouring to bring their prices down by 
a reduction in the Tariff. On the other 
hand, we hear him talking about dump- 
ing. The Protectionist argument is that 
dumped foreign goods ruin the local 
The honorable member 
cannot have it-both ways. He complains 
about the high price of cotton socks and 
when, by interjection, I asked him how 
wages were fixed, he confessed they were 
determined by the cost of living. That 
has been my contention right. through 
this debate on the Tariff, and so th 
honorable member’s admission proves the 


worker’s wages are fixed on the cost of 
the duty-paid articles. Does the honor: 
able member contend that if the cost of 
living were reduced wages would remain 
at their present level? As a matter of 
fact, cotton socks, as one item of expen- 
diture for the working man, would be 
considered by an Arbitration Court or 
Wages Board in arriving at a cost-of. 4 
living estimate, and to that extent it. 


cent. or no Tariff at all? The great mas 
of the workers at any time only recei : 
what i is 5 the cairns cost of diving, vas 


8704 Adjournment 

Mr, Forry.—The 
ought to thank me for having given him 
an opportunity to explain his position. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I thank the hon-. 


orable member for unwittingly giving 
me an opportunity of demonstrating to 
the workers in his division the economic 
unsoundness of his own argument. 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
{10.14].—A fortnight ago I visited a 
factory in New South Wales, and was 


informed that the company were able to ” 


supply 4,000 dozen pairs of. socks and 
stockings in three days. We also have, 
at Hawthorn, Melbourne, an_ establish- 
ment that can produce 200;000 pairs of 
eotton socks per annum. These businesses 
have been started under the new Tariff. 
I can show two pairs of cotton hose, one 
manufactured in America, and. retailed 
at 1s. lid., and the other manufactured 
in New South Wales at a wholesale price 
of 1s., leaving a margin of 11d., or nearly 
100 per cent., which ought to be sufficient 
to cover all wholesale and retail profits. 
The American article is not as good a 
hose as the stockings made in Sydney; 
but the wholesale houses of Australia, 
wittingly or unwittingly, retard the pro- 
gress of local manufacturers by the exor- 
bitant price they demand for passing on 
the article to the public. A profit of 6d. 
ought to cover all wholesale and retail 
profits on an article which is turned out 
by the factory for 1s. I can also produce 
a pair of stockings made in Victoria. The 
quality is excellent, but I cannot quote 
the price. These samples I have ought 
to convince honorable members that 
cotton stockings can be made in Aus- 
tralia. I was surprised at the quality of 
_the articles produced in the New South 
Wales factory. I want to point out to 
the ladies that the wholesale and retail 


houses are robbing them by the. prices 


they are charging for so-called silk stock- 
ings. Artificial silk stockings, made in 
Sydney, are sold to the wholesale houses 
for 7s. 6d. per pair; but I saw the same 
stockings marked at the retail prices of 
99s. 6d. and 28s. a pair in Sydney. While 
we insist on the manufacture of these 
articles in Australia, we ought also to be 


given power to deal with those who make | 


undue profits out of the consumers. 
Progress reported. 


House adjourned at 10,22 p.m. 
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honorable member 


I take this action because of certain state- 


Union, are prepared to fight to the 


going to take direct action, to 


(Formal) : | 
House of Representative 


Friday, 27 May, 1921. 


Mr. Acrine Speaker (Hon. F. W. Bam. 
ford) took the chair at 11 a.m., and nea 
prayers. | 


ADJOURNMENT ‘Rorvan aA 
Copper Mining: Repuctrion or WaAGEs. 


Mr. ACTING SPEAKER—1I have 
received from the honorable member fo 
Darling (Mr. Blakeley) an intimation 
that he desired to move the adjournment 
of the House to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, viz., “LT 
depression of the copper market, and - 
effect upon the mining industry.” | 


Five honorable members having rison 
in their places, 


Question proposed. : 
Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [11. ne : 


ments which have been made through 
Australia by friends and foes of 


market and the nation-wide compel 
bring about a reduction of wages. _ 
Queensland, at Mount Morgan; in Sow 
Australia; and in Tasmania, attem] 
have been made to reduce wages. 1 
these attempts have not been confined - 
one State, or even to one indus 

proves—to our satisfaction at least— 
the mining industry is only being 
by way of experiment. This wage 
ducing campaign isnot a new one. 1 
reduction of wages and the increasing 
hours has been tried i in Great Britain 
America, and, practically, throug 
Europe.. We, of the Australian Wor 


ditch in resistance of these reduct 
which are so ardently desired by 1 
capitalists of this country and _ th 
friends. The directors of Mount Morg 
issued to the members of the Australi 


words, a stated that the pe 


6é 


on the Job, gee re to fuinetion. 


oi “men took a ballot on the. Hatstion: but 


before the ballot was taken the Queens- 


land branch of the Executive of the Aus- 
tralian Workers Union dealt with the sub- 


es ject, and advised the men to hold the 


ballot and to vote against the reduction. 
_ This the men did, and the proposal for a 
‘reduction was defeated by a large ma- 


jority. The Mount Morgan directorate 
contends that it cannot carry on unless 


the men are prepared to accept reduced 
wages, and the Queensland Government 
—as a Government should do—has 
_ offered to come to the aid of the company 


# by giving it a rebate of £1,000 per week 


The 


in freights; a fairly generous offer. 


a Queensland Government recognises that 


it is not the workers employed at Mount 
Morgan who should subsidize the mining 


industry, and that if the industry must be 
_ subsidized, it should be subsidized at the 
- expense of the whole State.. 


| It has been 
said recently by many that if an industry 


a4 cannot pay, the workers employed in it 


- should bear the brunt by accepting re- 
duced wages and worse conditions than 
those awarded by the Arbitration Court. 
That is a vicious principle. Why should 
any set of workers accept a lower stan- 
dard of living than that enjoyed by 
workers in other industries? To ask 
them to do so is quite illogical. The 
State has a duty towards its citizens, and 
so has the Commonwealth. They must 
at least provide with food the people 
within their territories. Whether this 
be done by the issuing of meal coupons 
or by the subsidizing of industries, it must 
be done; and it cannot be. tolerated that 
any one “set of workers shall be sweated. 
If an industry must be subsidized to keep 
going, the subsidy must be provided by 


ae the people at large, including the em- 


_ ployers and the wealthy, and not merely 
_ by the workers in that industry. he 
Mount Morgan directorate has stated that 
the offer of assistance made by the 
Queensland Government is not large 


- enough, and the directors will not be satis- 


_ fied until they obtain what they started 
out to get—that is, the reduction of 
wages, which means the taking from the 

men of some of their little luxuries, and 
even necessaries. I am aware that an 
audit has been made of the books of the 
_ company, which shows that under pre- 
sent conditions it cannot carry on. We 


ay, 1921.] 


accept that audit, anda) are parce with 


if eduction of Wages. 


it; but we say that if the industry is sabe 


sidized it is not to be subsidized by the 


workers alone. When the copper market 
has risen again, if the workers went to 
the Mount Morgan directorate and pr 
to participate in the profits caused be 
the high price of copper, the reply would — 
be, as honorable members know, “ Go to 
the Arbitration Court.” N ow, ‘when we. 
desire to abide by the Arbitr ation Codede 
awards, 
companies say “ No, we cannot carry on 
under that condition.” The workers Bt 


not accept the reduction of wages at — 


Mount Morgan. If the industry is to be 
subsidized, it must be subsidized by the 
whole people, each individual member on 
the community paying his just. share of © 
the cost. In South Australia, 


Smelting Works, in pursuance of the” 
same campaign, ‘issued an ultimatum to 
the men that, if they were not propane 
to accept a creat reduction in wages, the 
industry must cease. A ballot was held, 


in which the unions refused to partici- — 
pate; but Mr. John Verran, an erstwhile 


Labour man, but now a very fine servant 
of the mining companies in South Aus- 


the directors of this and other - : 


ee ( 
directors of the Moonta and Wallaroo 


tralia, conducted a ballot of people who A 


were not concerned in the mines. Need- 
less to say, there was an overwhelming 
majority in favour of accepting the com-_ 


pany’s offer of reduced wages, but as — 
the unions did not participate in the 


ballot it was useless. There are many — 
organizations concerned 


South Australia. 


Mr. Forry.—There are too many con- 


eerned in the mining industry. | 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—I agree with ie 
honorable member. We want the One 


Big Union very quickly. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Forny.—No. 
BLAKELEY.—But the honorabie™ 


member says there are too many unions | nue 


in mining nae : 


now. bs 
Mr. Forny.—That is so. The re aye 
tralian Workers Union should never 


have gone into mining. It is a matter 
about which that body knows nothing. — 

Mr. 
that I worked just as early in mines as 
did the honorable member, and probably 
just as long. In South "Australia, the 


BLAKELEY.—1I venture to say 


President of the eee Arbitration Court 
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the existing award agree to alter it, a 
lower rate of wages cannot be paid; and, 
go far as the Australian Workers ee 
is concerned, no consent will be given by: 
that body to any alteration. It cannot, 
and will not, do so. Not only are there 
erstwhile Labour men carrying out the 
qwishes of the employers in South Aus- 
tralia, we have practically the same thing 


‘happening in the person of the honor-. 


‘able member for Oapricornia (Mr. 
Higgs). I could quote from the Hobart 
‘World; but, in order to give the honor- 
able member every opportunity, I shall 
‘quote from the Hobart Mercury of the 
23rd May a very interesting, and in- 
‘tensely edifying telegram despatched by 
the honorable member to the Mayor of 
Mount Morgan and Mr. J. Stopford, the 
State member for the district, containing 
among other matters the following pro- 
nouncement :-— 


I suggest to the miners of Mount Morgan 
that they. -hold another’ meeting, keep. ex- 


tremists like Mr. R. J. Carroll and Mr. George ' 


Martens off the platform, aceept Judge 
McCawley’s advice, get to work, and wait for 
better times. The Arbitration Court. will still 
be there to appeal to when times become good! 
again, as no doubt they will in a year or 
two. It is rubbish to say that because the 


miners of Mount Morgan had to accept a re- 


duction in wages to meet the outside world 
reduced price. of copper; the workers in every 
trade and calling will have to aecept a reduc- 
tion. I would also suggest to the trades and 
labour unionists of Queensland, and, indeed, 
throughout Australia, that they should get. to- 
gether with a view to changing those leaders 
who are telling them that the only way out 
of industrial troubles is to abolish the 
capitalist and abolish capitalism, who either 
do not know or who ignore the teachings of 
history, and who are of opinion that a civiliza- 
tion which has been:built up during 1,000 
years can be swept away and replaced by. the 
millennium in a year or two, 


Only a few short years ago, the honor- 


able member was the high priest of 
Socialism in Australia, and was employed 
by the workers to enunciate the doctrine 
of control by the working classes. He 
conducted a very fine column, “ Socialism 


in our Time,” in the Queensland: 


Worker, and every week exhorted the 


workers to be up and doing, and to 


educate themselves in all matters, so that 
ultimately they might take control of 
and work their own industries for their 
- own benefit and for the benefit of those 
_ who participated in them. 

in MER g pre, 


which he has forgotten, and which 


‘Minister (Sir Joseph Cook), the a 


others who are here, not excepting 


Mr. Hees. or have 1 never made use 
‘lacie words, A 
Mr. BLAKELEY. i Soba eae 3 
orable member to articles in the Wor 


would like to forget. Probably he do 
not desire to be reminded of them, — 
is like a few others who occupy seats 
posite. He has seen the light, just 
it has been seen by the Acting Prr 


patriot of to-day, who advocated” 
publicanism a few years ago. : 

Sir Josupx Coox.—That is not true. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—The right hone 
able gentleman, a few short years ago, 
longed for the day when a Republie 
would be established in Australia. The 
honorable member for Capricornia. (Me. 
Higgs) is like many others who com- 
menced their political hfe in the Labour - 
movement. A most extraordinary. fea- 
ture of that movement is the manner 
which men whose views are most advanced 
at'the beginning of their career fall from — 
grace considerably, and generally bee 
the most conservative of persons towé 
the end of their Sabha, life. _ That | | 


T 


Mearnisten the Renote. mentee fox Cas 
ricornia, the honorable member for Il: 
warra (Mr. Hector Lamond), and many 


honorable member for Kalgoorlie ( 
Foley), and many others who have go 
Mr. ACTING SPEAKER (Hon, F. 
W. Bamford).—I would remind the h 
orable member that his time is limited 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—Sir, I am _ vei 
glad you are in the chair. The honorable 
member for Capricornia was one of ut 
gentlemen who, in Sydney a few sho: 
years ago, preached the docketaaie 
“bread or blood.” Mg 
Sir JosepH Coox.—Sir, I would li 
to remind you that for the last ten 
minutes the honorable member has not 
been touching upon the: subject covere 
by his motion, but has been indulging 
bitter personal attacks upon other ho 
able members. 


The ACTING SPEAKER.—I ‘ote 
opportunity of reminding the hono 
member a moment ago that his time © 
limited. As he is certainly transgre 
the See Orders; I gre him 10 


members, ee 


| StL oa eS aaa +0 ge Hee memories of Ge 
past, and continue to. deal with Mount 
Lyell. 

. Mr. Hector LaMonp. —A few’ reminis- 
- conces of the honorable member’ s past 
would be interesting. _ 


“ts 


mts 


_ moral past is as clean as that of any other 
- honorable member, especially i in an indus- 
trial sense. In any case, unlike the hon- 
Bs _ erable member for Illawarra, I am not a 
_ “scab” on my own party. 

The position at Mount Lyell is prac- 
"tically on a par with that at the other 
_ %wo mines I have mentioned. The direc- 
ie tors of the Mount Lyell Company say 
‘that unless the men are prepared to. ac- 
sept certain conditions, which differ from 

those now prevailing, they will be obliged 

fi lo close down. Members of the 
_ eombined unions. engaged by the Mount 
| - Lyell Company have held many meetings 
fea Queenstown, in Tasmania. While the 
Australian Workers Union are the prin- 
«ipal body involved in point of numbers, 
- there are many other organizations there 

_ affected by the trouble. They carried 

certain resolutions, stating that the men 

were quite prepared to assist the directors 


is 
se 
ss 


“ef Mount Lyell to go to the Arbitration 
Court and get an expeditious hearing of. 


the case. That led to a.conference with 
the employers, which I was not able to 
- attend, 
“ nteeting of the unions. The directors 
laid a certain scheme ioe the men, 


-gouncil of the Australian Workers Union 
and the executives of other organiations 
interested. Unanimously the executives 
refused, and for very good reasons, to ac- 
eept the conditions offered by the direc- 
tors. The Australian Workers Union has 

# case pénding before the Arbitration 
Court, and if we accept any reduction of 


have already gained, we shall prejudice 
our ease in the Court, and the very. men 
who are asking us- to ‘make these conces- 

sions will quote them against us at the 
hearing. That was done only recently in 
e Amalgamated Society of Engineers 
ease against the Mount Lyell and other 
companies. The onus will be placed upon 
us of explaining to the J fudge the anomaly 


although I attended the initial 


wages or surrender anything which we. 


ui of pay. 


Mr. BLAKELEY nel political and — 


5 


which later’ came before the panicive. 


_ of members themselves, cc dibeaie Hagen? \ ee, 
: ter entirely in the. aa de of ee execu- & 


case, . 


issued by the directors of the Mount Lyel 


living has not decreased, and that the prese 


- to the Commonwealth Court of Arbitration fo 


ease, aS affecting each organization, dealt with 


‘it is our opinion that the Mount Lyell Com 


and therefore a reduction of their wages W 


hour week. We point out that, as a health 


opinion that to compel miners to work forty- 
‘eight hours in one week will be to drive atnese it 


iis sb teas Boa Ae ten 
_ Reduction of Wage. 
We ator cheat ee ing 
which would be likely to prejudice out 
Much has been said regarding th 
attitude of the men at Queenstown. T 
following resolutions were carried at. 


mass meeting of unionists at Quesnel) 
@n 22nd UN — | 


adhere to the set and intention » ay 
original decision on April 2, and we agree 


organizations to act in accordance with sam 
We further agree to authorize our executive 
acb as they deem advisable on behalf of thei 
members employed on this field. 

2. That this meeting disapproves of 
action of the Mount et ae in a 


Company, are of the opinion that the cost of 


Wages. paid are insuflicient to allow of.a rea 
sonable standard of comfort being maintained 
If the company’s position is, however; such as 
outlined in their circular, they should adop’ 
the constitutional policy of making applicatio 


the necessary relief, in which circumstances th 
unions will do all in their power to have th 


eonjointly, and will use every effort to hav 
the matter presented as .expeditiously as pos 
sible, 

That the opinion of the combined unions ‘be 
indorsed, and -the officers of the Australian 
Workers Union be instructed that we desirey tO. 
have that course adopted. 

That the general secretary be instructed. tha 


pany’s plea will be inability to pay. We feel 
certain they will not attempt to justify a re 
duction of the cost-of-living plea. We wish t 
point out that men who have dependents, a 
who are working on the basic wage, have only 
been able to live, and now they are facing the 
winter, when clothing, bedding, and such like 
require renewing, light and fuel costs increase, 


undoubtedly mean privation. Pahie 
That an eighty-eight hour fortnight will nob 
be satisfactory in exchange for the forty-for 


question, we desire to keep the number of hours — 
as few in any week as is possible, of 


We are 


practical miners from following that employ- 
ment on this field, and deter others from cone ng 
here, 


bi - ibe heen, eke Oy be Premier « ! 


eA Adjournment 


a i) aes that if would suit the valerate 
able James McDonald, M.L.C., President 
of the Tasmanian branch of the Austra- 
lian Workers Union to induce the arro- 
gant executive to alter its attitude. Our 
attitude from the beginning has been that 
we will resist. any reduction. 
be thought by a section of the workers 
at Mount Lyell, or Kalgoorlie, or Moonta, 
or Wallaroo, that they could do with less 
wages and work a few more hours, but 


‘interests, and disregard the view-point’of 
the workers generally. It is essentially 
the duty of the executive of an organiza- 
tion covering all Australia to consider not 
Merely a section of its members, ‘but the 
y whole of them. As president of ‘the Aus- 
tralian Workers Union, I am prepared to 
aah. full responsibility for my action. I 
‘eee confident that my executive and I 
are adopting the right attitude in resist- 
_ ing by all possible means a reduction of 
as wages and an increase of hours. 
In regard to arbitration proceedings, 
- when the workers strike they are imme- 
diately condemned by the employers as 
_ “ direct-actionists”’ and everything else 
that is bad, but when an organization like 
the Australian Workers Union offers every 
_ possible assistance to have the issue de- 
_ eided by the Arbitration Court those who, 
_ at a time when copper was £120 and £130 
per ton, condemned the workers for tak- 
ing direct action, are themselves adopting 
that very policy by closing down: the mine 
- and going slow. They do not ask the 
_ workers to participate in the responsi- 
: bility of carrying on the industry when 
it is flourishing. The Mount Lyell direc- 


ane flush period that we should do certain 
_ things and be recompensed accordingly. 
_ They were then making high profits and 
_ putting away millions of pounds in divi- 
_ dends and in the purchase of shares in 


other companies, but immediately a de-— 


_ pression comes they seek to place the re- 
_ sponsibility for the conduct of the indus- 
_ try upon the workers engaged in it. We 


- eompulsory conference with the directors 
_of Mount Lyell and other mines. We shall 
meet them, but I do not anticipate that 


We shall facilitate by all means in our 
power the expeditious hearing of the case 


ay 


w hall abide by 


[REPRE EN 


It might. 


Mount = Lyell, 


those members consider only their own 


are criminals ga we refuse to. 


tors did not suggest to us during the 


_ have applied for and have been granted a 


any good will result from the conference. 


when it comes before the Court, and I~ 
the Government will do sake | 


Lyell aay that the Arbitration yy 
of no use to them, because, 
follows , the principles 
guided it in the past, in decidi 
the living wage and then addin; 
thing for skill and the nature of 
occupation, ‘the, decision of the 
cannot be of any advantage t 
That means that the directors 
Moonta, Wallar a 
Mount Morgan mines all desire ~ 

wages shall come down below a certati 
fixed standard. We are told that we 


it is quite all fight The position E 
I want to stress is that in the three case 
I have mentioned we have been he 
under an award. If the employers i 
a variation of that award, they a1 5M 

liberty to go to the Court to obtain it, 
We are prepared to abide by any dec 
sion of the: ak but in_the meat 


[41. 39)] I am glad that ie ie rabl 
member for Darling (Mr. Blakeley) ha 
made the statement which he has, be 
cause it is a good thing that the ran 
file of the workers, as well as the Pp 
of Australia, should know just ° 
some of the prominent leaders o 
industrialists are leading them. TI 
a case of the blind leading the blin 

his opening remarks, the honorabl 7 
ber stated that the trouble at Mot 
Lyell, Mount Morgan, Moonta, a 

laroo. was typical of a world-wid 
paign which was being conducted 
ployers for the purpose of | 
wages. The accuracy of that statem 
may be fairly left to the scrutiny yeaa 


be called upon to subsidize mer ‘i 
of the mines. That, he knows p 
well, is an economic Boe 


ossess a. finale dacanade ets at the 
other mines, The honorable member for 


Darling knows that there is scarcely a: 


metal mine working in Australia to-day 
at its normal strength, because the low 
prices ruling for metals render it im- 
. possible to profitably carry on operations. 


ve those prices have fallen so considerably 
as to necessitate a re-adjustment of 
- wages yntil there is a corresponding de- 
line in the cost of living. But we have 
_ to accept the position as we find it, and 
_ the honorable member knows that in 
- Queensland the Arbitration Court re- 
- gommended the men to do that.which he, 
_ as the Chairman of the Executive of the 
Australian Workers Union, 
' allow them to do. But I wish specially 
“to direct attention to the honorable mem- 
tber’s statement in reference to the 
Moonta and Wallaroo mines in South 
Australia, because he has absolutely mis- 

w) "represented the position which obtains 
there. He has told us that, whilst the 
_ prices of metals were high, and the share- 


“miners had not a fair “look in, * but 
that as soon as the depression was ex- 
perienced the directors of these mines 
asked the workers to subsidize them. He 
also affirmed that the miners are the only 
persons who have been called upon to 
- make a sacrifice. That statement is just 
as wide of the truth in regard to 
- these particular mines as _ it could 
possibly be. For many. years—for 
at least twenty years to my own know- 
 ledge—there has been an understanding 
_ between the miners and the management 
_ of the Moonta and Wallaroo mines, that 
_ the wages of the former shall be regulated 
by the prices ruling for metals. Under 
that arrangement, as prices rise a certain 
_ percentage must be given to the miners 
_ ‘by way of an increase in their wages. 
_ That agreement has been honorably kept. 
- Throughout the entire period of the war, 
when metals soared to. extraordinary 
_ prices, it was loyally observed. And 
_ what is the position to-day? As soon as 
copper dropped to zero there was no option 


‘but for these mines to close down. They 
have been closed down for months, But 
recently their directors, through Mr. 


ne of the best employers to be found in 


Tt regret as much as does anybody that - 


_ Blakeley) stated that the sacrifice was on 


réfuses to. 


holders were reaping rich harvests, the 


Hancock, the general manager, who is 


lia, met the men ino Raueere ive | 


dows to the minutest detail, He informed 
them that under certain conditions, which” — 
were approved by a committee of the men: 
upon the spot, the miners were at liberty — 
to resume work. Mr. Hancock told them 


figure a certain wage would be paid them. _ 
It is admitted not merely by the miners 

of Moonta and Wallaroo, but by the ~ 
workers of South Australia, who know all 
about this matter from A to Z, that the - 
offer was a very generous one. Yet the — 


honorable member for Darling (Mr 


the part of the men only. Mr. 
told the miners of Moonta and Wallaroo 
that the shareholders in those mines were 
prepared to entirely forgo the payment 
of dividends for a time. “The men would — 
have accepted his propositions but for th 
association over which the honorable 
member presides, namely, the Australian 
Workers Union. The honorable member 
has reflected upon Mr. John Verran, of. 
the Moonta mines, who at one time was 
Premier of South Australia, and with 
whose politics I always disagreed. But 
that gentleman has a reputation in those 
mines, extending over a period of forty 
years, of which he may well be proud 
He has rendered more service to the 
workers of this country than the honor- 
able member for Darling will render if 
he lives for another fifty years. 

Mr. Maxtn.—The honorable aaa 
would not always have said that. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I have 
stated that my political views are quite 
at variance with those held by Mr. Joh 
Verran, but I have always had only one 
opinion of that gentleman’s character 
and of the life which he has devoted t 
the service of the workers. . T ask th 
honorable member for Hindmarsh whi 
ther he. does not agree with me? 

Mr. Maxin.—I am not making a a 
expression of my opinion, but it is amus- _ 
ine to hear the honorable member giving 
this gentlemdn an industrial reference 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I have a 
ready stressed that, politically, we hav 
always been at variance. I am talking 
now about a matter of bread and a 
for the workers of this country. ~ 
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Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Yes; but 
they will learn that the people are fully 
‘aware of the facts within the next six 
months. The public will shortly know on 
which side the representatives of Labour 
in this Parliament take their stand. 

Mr. Buaxerey.—There is no doubt 
where I stand. ~ | 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER:+—I com- 
mend the honorable member for saying 
that, and I am glad that the people of 
Australia will learn at once where he 
takes up, his stand. They will perceive 
that-he does so just on the border-line of 
the One Big Union—although, for very 
good reasons, he does not happen to want 
the One Big Union. JI ask, honorable 
members opposite to consider the state of 
affairs in Australia, and throughout the 
world, to-day, and I plead with them not 
to mislead the workers. What is there in 
prospect? Idle mines, until the workers, 
or their leaders—or, rather, the misleaders 
of the workers—come to their senses. I 
know how the people generally feel about 
this matter, and what their verdict: will 
be with respect to the leadership of the 
Labour politicians. 

Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) -[11.41].— 
The subject under discussion is exceed- 
ingly important, and requires the most 
earnest consideration. 


Mr. Corser.—And truthful state- 
ments. | 
Mr. CHARLTON.—I do not know 


that any honorable member has made an 
untruthful statement. 
Mr. Corsrer.—lI do. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Then it will be for - 


the honorable member to make it known 
and correct it, if he can. In every part 
of the world there have been changes, as 
an outcome of the war, which have proved 
detrimental to the best interests of all 
peoples, those of Australia included. The 
honorable member for Wakefield. (Mr. 
Foster) remarked that we must adapt 
ourselves to the altered conditions. In- 
evitably, that is our task, but we should 
do so by the means properly set up for 
the purpose. 

Mr, Ricnarp Fosrrr.—A thousand 
Arbitration Courts could not keep a mine 
working if it did not pay. + 

Mr. CHARLTON.—One of the main 
tasks of the State and Federal Parlia- 


ments, for years past, has been to set up. 


efficient machinery for the settlement and 


wf 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] _ 


those same employees have remained @ 


 (Roemaly- 


prevention of industrial inSublogl 
have established recognised tribunals f 
the adjustment of disputes. | 

Mr. Corser.— When it has suite e 
ployees to take the proper course th 
have done so. But when it has not pleas 
them they have refused to have we 
to do with arbitration machinery, © 

Mr. CHARLTON.—In the history OFS} 
arbitration— i: 

Sir JosmspH Coox.—The honora 
member is talking arbitration, but — 
people have just thrown the princi 
down. 7 ie 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I have always met. 
the difficulty that while the Arbitratiom ~ 
Act has compelled employees in an indus 
try ‘to go before the Court when seeking 
improved conditions and higher wages, 


the mercy of their employers in that the 
latter have been free to close down activi- 
ties, to institute a lock-out, in order to en-— 
force certain things upon or from their 
employees. Following the war there has 
come a slump in the metal market. Our 
mines can. no longer secure an adequ 
return for the metals which they produce 
As for the situation which has now de- 
veloped, it is not a matter of the blind 
leading the blind, but of men who 
understand the — true situation, and 
who realize what might be the genera 
effect of the proposed action upon 
workers throughout the Commonwealth, 
advising the latter in their own best 
terests. Let us suppose that one section 
of employees agree to accept reduced 
wages and, so, to permit an industry t 
carry on. Where will the end of it be 
It will mean the brushing aside of the ~ 
whole of our elaborate: and painfully set 
up arbitration machinery. Once we allo 
employers to say that they can no longe 
pay the ruling rates, whereupon thei 
employees agree to accept less, there will 
be no end to the application of the prac- 
ticé throughout Australia. oe 
Mr. Arxryson.—And why should ‘had 
be, if conditions absolutely demand it? 


Mr, CHARLTON. —Is it the A 


pr Mex, 4 1921. 1 


eral Cea efioh ‘of the wage standard. 
‘one industry were to carry on upon 


reduced payments the employers in vari- ° 


ous other industries would say, “ We can 
no longer pay the wages fixed by the 
Aas istration Court; either we must close 
down or our employees must take less.” 
* I can picture the chaos which would fol- 
‘ ow. Every one knows how the workers 


‘had to fight to secure higher wages to cope’ 


with ‘the increased cost of living during 
the war. But did they gain increases 
equivalent to the ever soaring cost of liv- 
et ing? They were always behind. 
_ Mr. Ricwarp. Fostzr.—The > 
miners were not. B 


Moonta 


Sir Josrpx Goose“ Weshave just ascer-. 


i tained that, with respect to shipping be- 
tween the mainland. and Tasmania, the 
wages now being paid are 120 per cent. 


or 130 per cent. | than oes the 


Baik. ale the war ne, anywhere 
near to the ever rising cost of living. 

Mr. Constprnzr.—The Minister refrains 
bah mentioning | the percentage increase 
in the cost of living.’ 
Sir JosrrpH Cook. 
at 80 per cent. 


' Mr. CHARLTON. ae to- day, be- 
eause the bottom has dropped out of the 
metal market, mining employees should 
not be asked to continue to deny them- 
elves and their families the necessities of 

“ fe in order to keep the wheels of industry 
oing. I agree that, in the best interests 


“£Knibbs sets it aay 


f- Australia, we should endeavour to keep 


our people fully employed. 
Sir Joserpn Coox.~—-Will the honorable 
member eg how that may be oon 


‘of aes eerily rise again. 
Mr. Coysrr.—Would the honorable 
ember suggest State subsidizing of every 
dustry throughout Australia? 


Mr. CHARLTON. —There are only. 


rtain industries concerned. The honor- 
le member has been very anxious, to- 


‘Abeta by. some raspnibible perion?/ 
- this H 


sei nie of ie tai 


fon every primary product of this” cou 
But the miners had to recei 


think it will be generally admitted th 
the mining companies secured a price f 
their metals during the war period th 
had never been dreamed of. They ma 
millions in profits, and paid out ve 
large sums in dividends, but even afte 
doing that they had very large sums 
reserve. If honorable members. will take 
the trouble to investigate the financia 
position of the different mining com 
panies, they will find that in almost eve 
vease they issued additional shares, and in 
ereased the capital out of money in 
serve without the shareholders bei 
called upon to pay a single penny. 

these mining companies made such hug 
profits during a prosperous period, ‘Hey 
should have been compelled by law to 


_ place a certain amount aside for what i 


usually termed “a rainy day.” Is it fai 
to say that those who produced that wealth 
by soiling in the bowels of the earth day 
after day should be called upon in a time 
of depression to work for reduced wages 
when the compunies, at times, made Ue 
fits of from 200 per cent. to 300 per cent. ? 
Ts it right that these men should be asked 
to work for a wage that is insufficient to 
maintain themselves and their families 
in reasonable comfort?, This House has 


to take a wider view of the whole ques- 


tion, and see that something is done to 
provide the metalliferous miners with a 
wage that is sufficient to meet their every- 
day needs. It igs not fair for honorab. 
members to trot out the argument th 
because metals ‘have fallen in price th 
miners should be asked to accept a wage 
that,is totally inadequate to provide them 
with the necessaries of life. 

Mr. Conswrnz.—Neither is it any use 
this House asking them to work. 


Mr, CHARLTON.-_I know that. i 


want honorable members, as far as pos- 


sible, to realize that this is not a matter 
that has been brought forward only 
by. the leaders of the men. u 

has ‘been said. eoncerning industria’ 
leaders, but it is a “good 
that there are men with  sufficier 
public spirit to look after the interests 61 
others. What would become of the toil- 


Do ‘ 
e want the workers to. be left at 


on 
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~ the mercy of their employers? Must the 
workers always pay the penalty when 
reductions are suggested? ‘l'he Treasurer 
(Sir Joseph Cook) is fully conversant 
with the coal industry, and will remember 


the keen cut-throat competition that was - 


brought about when we were endeavour- 
ing to sell our product in the world’s 
markets. Owing to internal competition 
some time ago, coal was sold as low as 
7s. 6d. per ton. Would the right honor- 
able gentleman say that under such cir- 
eumstanees the miners should accept a 
reduction ? 
| Sir Joserpnx Coox—The honorable 
member knows very well that we were at 
that time competing for the little trade 
that was offering overseas, but nowadays 


Australia consumes practically all her out- 


ut. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—At that particular 
- time we had a big Inter-State trade which 

represented about two-thirds of the out- 

put. When the people of Australia were 
“prepared to pay a reasonable rate, gwill 

any one suggest that wages should be re- 


duced by one-half or two-thirds, or, at all | 


events, considerably ? 
Sir JosepH Coox.—There was no sug- 
gestion of reducing wages by one-half. 
_ Mr. CHARLTON.—I know my state- 
ment is correct, and the position was as 
I have stated. Machinery has been set up 
for dealing with these industrial disputes 
from time to time, and surely it is fair to 
appeal to the Court for a decision. May 
I remind honorable members that the 
Commonwealth finances will be in a pre- 
carious position if there is a heavy reduc- 
tion in wages? Where will it end, and 
what will be the result? What will be 
the position of the Treasurer? 
Sir Joseru Coox —How can we keep 
them up? That is the point. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—We should appeal 
_to the Arbitration Court in these matters. 
Let me ask the right honorable gentle- 
man what he is going to do if wages 
drop to bedrock and prices come down? 
Where will we get the money to meet 
our war obligations? Notwithstanding 
what the right honorable gentleman has 


said, he knows that my statement is cor-. 


rect. When once we start to reduce 
wages it is going fo be a bad day for 
Australia. If wages can be maintained 
at a reasonable standard, and people are 


yee to live in capetoa ts the oe. will 


ae vel | ae ccs eae ~ ¢ 6 
eg tas Beis a a, 2 ¢ 
¢ » a ff 


(REPRESENTATIVES. | 


- rally speaking, the opinion of the. hon- 


pel the Mount Morgan Company to 


time ee eR 


(Formal : 


be better off, and the revenue more sa ; 
factory. This is a very importam 
matter, and a big principle is invelveda 
Honorable members should not deal with 
it lightly; and it-is useless saying that 
the men should be prepared to acee 
reduction. J ask the Treasurer to p. 
himself in the position of the men 
Sir Josepn Coox.—What is the 
ciple involved ? i 
Mr. CHARLTON.—We should’ 
expect men employed in big indust 
to accept a reduction unless they are eo ma 
pelled by the laws of the country. — he 
trouble is that the employers do not w 
to go to the Court, although they force 
workmen to do so when they desire, 
Sir Joserpx Coox.—Does not the hon 
orable member know that the men 
Mount Morgan went to the Court, 
the Judge gave a certain decision? 
Mr. CHARLTON.—The Treas 
may mention isolated cases, but, ¢ 


orable member for Wakefield 
Richard Foster) is that, if a cer 
price cannot be obtained for metals, the 
men should be prepared to mela a Io or 
rate. 

Mr, Ricuarp Fosrmr: —My argum n 
was that, if operations were not to ce 
altogether, the men should be prepared 
work on the best conditions possible. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—We should apply 
to the Courts to see what should be di 
because we cannot allow every employ 
to say that he is not in a position to pa 
and must therefore reduce wages. I 
employer to have the right to say 
he shall close up his industry whe 
have legal machinery for regulating 
dustrial matters? 

Mr. Constprvz,— When the honor: 
member is emphasizing the fact that we 


deal with this matter, I would li 
ask him what machinery there is to. 


by the existing award? (aa 
Mr. CHARLTON.—I_ quite agm 
that we have not the machinery, bu 
have pointed out on many occasions 
there is no power under our Ga t 
pel any one to work, i 
Mr. ACTING SPEAKER ( 
W, Bamford) ee meee | 


e Prime Minister and Treasurer) 
Ag. 57|.—I shall pass over the personali- 

ties which disfigured the speech of the 
honorable member who introduced this 
‘matter, and say that during the whole of 


one proposal was made with a view to 
getting over the difficulties with which 
we are confronted. The same may be 
said of the last two speakers, and, al- 
‘though there has been bien of denun- 
<iation, not a single proposition has been 
submitted. to assist in getting these men 
back to work. 


Mr. Constpinz.—We are willing to sit 
at the feet of Gamaliel, | 


Mies Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The onus is 
on the men. Surely it is the duty of hon- 
orable members who have brought this 
matter before the House to submit a 
working proposition. The only ray of 
fight has been the suggestion that they 
_ should go to the Arbitration: Court. The 

- men at Mount Morgan have been to an 
_ Arbitration Court presided over by a 
Judge appointed by the present Deputy 
if ‘Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Ryan), 
and the appointment of that gentleman, 
as honorable members are aware, caused 

a good deal of controversy at the time. 


Mr. Consrpinz.—Is the right honor- 
“able gentleman suggesting that there was 
political influence? 


: Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am nerdy 
suggesting that this Judge is not biased 
against the miners, and his decisions 
show right along the line that he has 
been most generous to the workers. After 
- fully investigating the matter, the Judge 
as 


The fact that the company under the pre- 
sent conditions could not work the mines at 
a profit, and that even with a 20 per cent. 
Deittietion in wages, salaries, and contract 
. rates, the mines would still be worked at a. 
_ loss.. The company, however, 

was “prepared to re-open its mine on a 20 
per cent. reduction in wages, salaries, and 
- eontract fates being agreed to by the em- 
' ployees, and such an arrangement being ap- 

_ proved by the Court of Industrial Arbitration.” 
Such arrangement could not be made unless 
so much of the award as provided for wages 
was altered or suspended, : 


He proposed to suspend ios awards in 
order to. meet the Wisco Me shall not 


Sir JOSEPH COOK oa | 


his tirade, lasting over half-an-hour, not 


lize the possibility of a crisis, such as had fol. 


said that it 


y a 


instructive reading: 
further— 


The offer which the company had made tot 
carry on without profit while depleting its ore 
reserves constituted in some degree a moral 
obligation to give the employees an opportunity — 
to continue their avocations. As to the con ie 
Sequences should they decide to reject the com- 
pany’s offer, he pointed out that the prospec 
of obtaining employment was not inviting, no 
were the conditions likely to improve. ‘There- 
had been a collapse in the prices of the pri 
mary products upon which the prosperity o 
Australia mainly depended. The consequene 
of that collapse would be far reaching. With 
out being pessimistic, prudent men must rea 


The Fudge aie 


lowed all great wars. Unfortunately, in thes 
crises the workers suffered most, for they in- 
variably brought unemployment, in their train 
Should they decide to accept the company’ 
offer, they would certainly be in no worse a 
position than they were at present, and would 
certainly be in a better position than if sii 
rejected the offer. 


Later on he said— 


It gives them, as well as you, breathing 
space. The acceptance of the offer will confer 
benefits on others seeking employment. For 
your entering into competition with ther 
merely adds to their distress and difficultiés 
It may be suggested to you that this offer of - 
the company is part of a plot for a general 
reduction of wages. 


That is the statement which has beck! 
made here this morning. Mr. Justice 
McCawley went. on to say— | 

IT am bound to tell you that I think there’ 
is not the shghtest justification for such a 
suggestion. ik 

Mr. Consipinz.—That meets with the | 
right honorable gentleman’s approval ? : 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That is. ae 
Mr, Justice McCawley said. We are 
asked to g° to the Courts to take the 


Judge.” Here. is the verdict of the 
J udge. | 
Mr.. Buaxetey.—That is not the ES 


dict of the J yas at all, and ie rig] 


ee it. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—What, then 
it ? 

Mr. BuakeLEy.—It is not a judgmen 
it is. merely an opinion. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—May I suggest ; 
that there is n6t very much use in going 
to the Arbitration Court in conditions like — 
and for” the reason ee the 


S74. Adjournment 
Court has set up certain standards which 
are all very well so long as an industry is 
earning a profit, and it pays to carry it 
ype. © The Arbitration Court has laid 
down the dictum that the Court is not to 
consider Whether an industry is paying 
or earning profits in deciding that a cer- 
_ tain basic wage must be paid. It seems 
- to me that dictum, and the conditions 
fixed irrevocably by the Arbitration Court, 
are responsible for a very great deal of 
the unemployment to- day in the metal in- 
dustry. The price of metals to- day will 
not give a profit and pay the wages 
fixed by the Court. Honorable mem- 
bers know very -well what happened 
an the old days. This is not the 
first time that metals have collapsed. 
Tin, copper, and lead have temporarily 
collapsed many a time before, and 
what used to be. done in. times past 
was this: The manager would call his men 
together, and say, “‘ We cannot go on. 
We cannot sell our metals.” He would 
i HH with the men to go on working, 
ding the ore to grass. When later on 
he could realize at remunerative prices, the 
men would get their wages for all the time 
they had been at work. 

Mr. ConsrpIneE.—That was very kind. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—In the mean- 
time, they were carried on by the manager 
of the stores until their wages could be 
paid. Does the honorable member for 
Barrier (Mr. Considine) know any better 
way of dealing with the difficulty ? 

Mr, Anstey.—The men were working 
all the time and getting a bare existence. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member for Barrier is here, and he knows 
that at. Broken Hill the people have had 
fifteen months bitter experience of the 
same thing. There is no jaw in the world, 
and certainly no decree of any Arbitration 

Court, which can keep mines wouking if 
they do not pay to work. 
Mr. Consipinz.—And no decree of an 
Arbitration Court will keep men working 
if they do not earn enough for a decent 
existence. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. —Very well; 
then the only alternative is to close the 
mines up. 

Mr. Awstny.—They are saving their 

ore reserves, and so are the men. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK—Quite so. Tet 
us understand the position: We cannot 
compel eee to vor a mine that. does 
diss pay. 


’ OS A as , ‘ : se ee ry : EVA ieee 3 
ye RRS Me SUR Spicb bn YH ia Be. Wahi tPA bt ee IN ge 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


) them to do so. 


“thing. I réfer the right honorable gentle- 


-able gentleman tell us something about 


very abnormal profits made in the m 


at fWivaruge eae wey SRT, Wate meee Pa 


(Formal) 4 | oe ‘ 


Mr. Consmwins.—And we ¢annot 40 
pel working men to work unless it a > 


the union of another indian aliowate 
will not let them work. ,It is not a cas 
of the men not desiring to work, becaus 
the men agreed to work. 

Mr. BLAKELEY. —They did no suck 


man to -the last of the resolutions - ug 
uoted, me) 

Sir J OSEPH COOK.—My reading of ~ 
the matter ig that at Moonta the mem — 
want to go to work. any 

Mr. Ricnarp Fostrr.—Hear, cart Me 

Mr. Arxrnson.—They do at ‘Mount 
Lyell also. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK—I mdenstant 
that it is the same all round. The men 
at Mount Morgan want to work. But the 
big union, of ‘which the honorable mem~- 
ber for Darting (Mr. Blakeley) is Pre— 
sident, says, “ You must not go to work 
under any conditions except such ag ar 
prescribed by the Arbitration Court.” 
So it comes to this: These men are out ~ 
of work, and they go to the Arbitration 
Court. The Court says that certain 
wages must be paid, and certain condi- 
tions imposed, which the industry canno 
afford. That is the dictum laid down b 
Mr. Justice Higgins. He said in assessin 
the basic wage in the famous Harvester 
case, that— ; 

Fair and. reasonable remnneheien is a “01 
dition precedent to exemption from the bel 
and the remuneration of the employee is 
made to depend upon the profits of the on 
ployer. If the profits are nil, the fair am 
reasonable remuneration must be paid; and 
the profits are 100 per cent., it must be paid. 
That is the dictum of Mr. Justice Hig- 
gins, and the companies say in reply tha 
the price of metals has slumped, im’ th 
case of copper from £120 to £77 7 per ton. ~— 

Mr. Braxerzy.—Will the right honor- ~ 
the profits accumulated by the compan 
in the last four years? We 

Mr. Arxtnson.—The workers did 
well as the shareholders of the companie 
in many cases. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I should 
to say that in my judgment there were m 


I remind | 
opposite 


industry during the war. 
honorable friends 


ve 
te 


oe pccab aise ve tle “were nah ‘to 
the Imperial Government, ‘who = arbi- 
tre ray fixed their own price. 

| Mr, Anstmy.—And a wery high price 

at ‘the same time. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK«—The price for 
 eopper was about £114 per ton, I believe, 

and the honorable member knows per- 
oie pep iy well that oa of ae aes mines 


: + below £100 per ton. | 

>) Mir. Ansrey.—At what price ean shah 
ne work below ? 

a Sir JOSEPH COOK. —The result was 
that the moment the prices of metals 
eased most of the mines that had been 
_ reopened during the war were closed 
down. There is no use in denying the 

- facts. ; 

My. Constpina. ‘ee right ‘honorable 
gentleman says that the price of metals 
was fixed durmg the war. Will he kindly 


inform me what was the price of zinc as 


Mr. Gomwenines The ae heals 


gentleman aioe to give me nt 


price ji zine. 


figures at hae My view of ths situation 
may be briefly put. When your w te 
prices determine that a mine is unprofit- 
able, you should, as far as possible, try t 


, meet the big ie clk circumstances as 
come about. 


tions,* ought to concede Cee 
when the price increases and the indu try 
is prosperous they ought to partici 
correspondingly, : 
Mr. Gass.—That is fair, bub the mine 
owners do not follow that rule, Wi 
Sir JOSEPH COOK —It is perfectly 
fair. The principle ought to cut, not 
one way only, but both ways. Rate 
labour may be rigidly fixed, but the. 


fixed by the contract with the British -will come when the unions, in my opin 


Government?~ I have been trying tor. 
learn that for some time. ! 

- Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Here are the 
_ prices so far as T can ascertain. The 
price of copper was from £100 to £120, 
so that I overstated it somewhat. 
erable members know that, having regard 


to present conditions of production in 


_ Australia, that price would allow of pe: 
a very moderate profit. — 
/ Mr. CHartron. —What was the pre- 
war price? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I do not know. 
The price of copper to-day is between £76 
and £77 per ton, so that there has been a 
drop of from £30 to £40 per ton. That 
is the cause of the whole trouble. Hon- 
orable members opposite may ignore it as 
much as they please, but these world 
prices will have vogue, no matter how we 
may try to interrupt them. They operate 
and have to be reckoned with. This is a 
eiegd industry, and it cannot be pro- 
esmoale in the sense that our secondary in- 
_ dustries can; it has to find its market in 
other parts of the world. |Hatension of 
time granted.| The war price of lead 
fluctuated between £29 and £50 ber ton ; 
ne icis: ib is” £24. 28, 6d. is ton.. Then, 


£430 pe ton, _wherens the price to- ay. is 
‘The prices- of all these 


tone 


will realize that after alla sliding sca. 
is the proper system to apply to many 
these industrial enterprises. 
of labour should be fixed reasonably, a 

the rates should slide up or down as 
Ynarket determines the conditions. [ h 
seen that principle operate with — 
greatest possible success for forty years 
under a voluntary system. I see no rea 


son why it should not be applied to-da 


You may close your mines down @ 
dhurna till domsday, but that will 
affect the world’s prices by so much 48 : 
hair’ s breadth. My st uggestion is that we 


arise. They uhoald malay, Ghd Boe. te 
and conditions consistent. with the 
ing of the industry going. It is | 
for them in the long run to be worki: 
than to be unemployed. ee 
Mr. Consiprne.— No. matter what hoy 
receive for their labour! My 
Sir JOSEPH Co That 7 is and 
interjection. 
Mr. ConsIDINE. Iti is pertinent. 


ae ean afford es pay ie “Wha oe 
the yA alae member’s ees, 


when the wae honorable gontle an si 


a “Six JOSEPH. COOK. | centaie ta. nay. 
“that the honorable member will not do so. 
He will talk at large as others have done. 

No honorable member has yet touched the 

- actual question. 


In conclusion, let me say that I shall 
he glad to hear of any reasonable proposi- 
tion for the solution of these difficulties 
which are piling up about us. I have 
waited this morning with the greatest. dis- 

_ appointment to hear even one constructive 
_ proposal made by those who have so far 

addressed themselves to this question. My 
isiesal is that the men should, accept - 
Judge McCawley’s suggestion. ‘He is a 
ow udge of the Arbitration Court of Queens- 


that he is in sympathy with the miners. 

He suggests that they should take the 

- proposed reduction meantime, with cer- 

tain guarantees as to their future wages 
_ when the industry has recovered itself. If 
_ honorable members opposite have a better 
Mi S tauaon I shall be glad to hear of it. 


Mr. WIENHOLT (Moreton) [12.17].— 
es a. representative of Queensland, neces- 

. ay interested in seeing this industry, so 
_ important to our State, recover from the 
position into which it has fallen, I put 
it to the House that this is not a political 
_buta purely economic question. I am one 
of those who sympathize with and can 
understand the, feelings of the men who 
are called upon to face a reduction in 
their wages. It seems to me, speaking as 


a soldier, that they are very ‘much in the 


_ position ‘of men who have to give up 
_ground that they have won after very heavy 
fighting. I realize that the situation 
is a very difficult one for the men to face. 
No one will deny, however, that you can- 
not. get blood out of a stone, or that half 
a loaf is better than no bread. I notice 
that the Queensland State Government 
, ~ has made an offer toa subsidize the Mount 
Morgan Mining Company to the extent 
of £1,000 per week by way of rebate. 
_ Considering the present state of the 
finances of Queensland and the very un- 
profitable way in which the State railways 
have been run of late years, we must to 
be honest give the State Government 
full credit for that offer. The giving of 
o a Government subsidy to an industry 
which cannot stand on its own footing is, 
K _ however, economically impossible. The 
honorable member for Maranoa (Mr. 
A Page) will bear me out when I say 
: ehiats or me re station ine 


land, and has proved again and again 


Queens- _ 


“aha is at the pte! ‘moment. 
short-handed or under-manned. 

Mr. James Pace. ——Hear, heart 

Mr. WIENHOLT.—The se of 
pastoral industry is really in a somew. 
similar state, and many men who sh 
be working in connexion with it are. 4 
out of employment. It would be ju 
logical for the State Government. to 
subsidizing all the other primary 1 
tries which, owing to the fall in the 
of primary products, are forced now 1 
cut things very fine or absolutely cl 
_down. 

The only solution of this difficult | 
presents itself to me is that which the 
honorable member for Capricornia (Mr 
Higgs) and the Acting Prime Minister 
(Sir Joseph Cook) have put forw 
When, after fair auditing, or after 
vestigation by the Arbitration Court, 
there is full and sufficient knowledg g 


for cape eite es Higgs), wait for 
better times 3 


assured by ihe management that, > 
better times come, as we hope they 
the very first profits earned will be € 
marked before any dividends are paid to 
make up to the men the differen 
by the Vpaporary Suspension: 
award. oe 

Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) (12. at 
What strikes me in this discussion 
that the Acting Prime Minister 
Joseph Cook) and other members | 
site, in making their so-called suggestions 
for the settlement of this alleged dispute 
—for it is not a dispute at all, but simp 
a refusal of the companies to carr; 
the award ; 

Mr. Brennan.—lIt is an impasse 

Mr. CONSIDINE Phat word - 
be all right in the Slee weet ic: a 
but—— 
UOT OSEPH Coox ae Te hots re 


attor that is favanabie asked ‘to bear 
ha burden, when hard times come and 
profits fall, is, for some reason or other— 
_ whether it be the economic situation in 
_ Europe or otherwise—the factor of 
x ee labour. Honorable members opposite 
ei talk about. Judge McCawley and the 
bs a Mount. Morgan mines, but what do the 
companies do? Do they complain of 
; hig freights? Do they complain about 
the cost of commodities utilized in the 
Production of ore? 
: . Jowrrr.—They certainly do com- 
of plain very strongly. 
ae Ee CONSIDINE. — When the 
" Queensland Government offer a reduc- 
tion in freight, they repudiate the offer, 
and put it on one side; the only commo- 
dit, as to which they desire a reduction 
of price is the commodity of labour. 
When it is a question of carrying on an 
Z industry, the employer invariably asks 


sell, to bear the burden of bad times. 
The employer does not say that there 
should be ~ cheaper coal or cheaper 
etreighis.\ } | 
Mr. Jowrrr._He does say so. 

~ Mr. CONSIDINE.—Nothing of the 
ae BOT. 

Mr. Jowrrr,—He asks 
oversea freights. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I know that the 
honorable member and those who think 
with him ask for everything, including, 
of course, a reduction in the cost of 
~ labour. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—I never asked for that. 
Mr, CONSIDINE. —However, those 
: 4 interjections do not touch my argument. 

_ The Government had the effrontery to 
ee introduce an Industrial Peace Bill, 
which they told us was going to settle 
all troubles and pacify industrial condi- 
_ tions in Australia. When speaking on 
that Bill, I pointed out that it was 
ridiculous to talk to the workers of Aus- 


for ae 


panacea, and that what the Mount Lyell 
_ Proprietary had done was the very thing 
_ they might be expected to do. So long 
as an industry is profitable the workers 
are exploited, but when profits cease, of 
- what value is an arbitration award ? The 
workers can have their award, and yet be 
permitted to idly walk about the streets. 

honor: ble member fc 


bia a 


at ‘May, 1921.) ny 


- tion of reducing the standard of living a) 


‘the other laws of the Conn heels 


y the worker, who has his commodity to_ 


tralia about such a measure being a. 
about a sliding scale during the war wher 


: increase. 


or Dering: Nei X 


N Redeceaart of Wages. 3 ie 


Biscay) and his Peeves 
side have the distinguished honour, on 
this occasion, of being the upholders of 
“law and order, *% the only “ constitu 
tionalists,” while ‘the Acting Prime Min 
ister is prepared to tear an award up as 
mere | ‘serap of paper,” and to talk abou 

“sweet reasonableness ” when it is a ques 


the miners and other workers. What 
becomes of an award of the Arbitration 
Court, which, we are told, has all th 
force ‘of la 


Those great upholders of law and order 
who went to war because a “scrap 0: 
paper ” was torn up—tell us that award 
are all right so long as the boss is making 
profits; but as soon as the industry cease: 
to be profitable, the mines must be shu 
down and the workers starved into sub 
mission. Here is a bright little circula 
which coincides with the views of the Act 
ing Prime Minister and honorable mem- 
bers opposite. It is the share list of 
Joseph Palmer and Sons, issued on the 
19th May, and it contains the follow 
ing :— ; 


Business in mining shares has been ante: 
owing to a rising market for metals, Unde 
normal conditions the outlook would be hope~ 
ful, but the short-hour awards have not yet — 
been cancelled; so that many investors still — 
stand aloof. The decision of the directors of 
Mount Lyell to close down next month is sen- 
sible. Governments that have so interfered 
with the mining industry will now have, an 
opportunity of cancelling their iC 
awards. j 


There is the “nigger in the wood pile? 
These are the words of a gentleman or 
the same side as my honorable friends op 
posite, and he tears away the camouflage 
when he talks of the “ridiculous awards.” 
When those who are the real Governme 
shut down mines or close workshops, th 
political representatives—their politica 
marionettes—cover everything up, an 
talk about “sweet reasonableness” and : 
“ sliding seale.” There was never a wor 


ployers at Broken Hill, with tears in theiz 
eyes, pursuing and imploring the em 
ployees to accept increased wages? No 
we had to fight: Hike hell to get a shilli io 


ae. CON SIDINE. nS prices ine 
ne war were such that the Government 
: have not yet disclosed the price of the 
gine concentrates sold by the Zine Produc- 
ing Association to the Imperial Govern- 
, a though I have repeatedly asked for 


Bours and Wages Boards fixing wages. 
_ How can they do so? 

Sir Joszeru Coox—I do not see why 
you should not have been given the in- 
4) formation. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—TI have asked you, 
Sand your chief (Mr. Hughes) repeatedly 
for it, beth by questions on the notice- 
_ paper and verbally, and I have been re- 
fused on every occasion. Yet- Mr. Bail- 
lieu can deliver speeches at Collins House 
_ declaring that everything is satisfactory. 
The Government of the country are, ap- 
_ pal absolutely ignorant of the facts, 


or, if not ignorant, something worse. ie 


say quite candidly that, so far as | am 
eoncerned, there is ‘no organization of 
workers in this country which. will 
accept reduced wages, 
‘ no reason why any organization should. 
I am concerned with the fact that the 
i Pooots who actually produce the wealth 
of this country are to be asked to have 
their standard of living reduced. | 
oe a hw GREGORY. —What is to be the alter- 
_ mative? | 
‘Mr. CONSIDINE.—The alternative 
which I suggest to the workers is that they 
organize themselves for the purpose of 
_ taking over the wealth-producing agencies 
et the Commonwealth and running them 
in their own interests, which are not the 
rae of those who at prenans are e ruling 
and robbing them. 
_ Mr. Grecory.—But, you know, you can 
“only do that by constitutional methods. 
Mr. CONSIDINE. — The honorable 
a ther for Dampier can apply what ad- 
-_ fectives he likes. I want to see the thing 
done. I do not care how, so long as it is 
done; peaceably if possible, but it shall 
be done. | 
"Mr. Grecory. —You must fest secure 
a majority of the people of your opinion. 
Myr. Hector Lamonp.—How would co- 
| operative or communistic ownership on 
the Mount Lyell mine make it pay ? 
Mr. CONSIDINE. — Communist 


"ownership of Mount Lyell mine or of any 


ee for use, not Foe eA 


"Yet we hear talk of Arbitration. 


- anee. 


and there is 


eae Pr penne in pele 


Mr. Hxzcoror Lamonp. TS stented 
only about 10 per cent. of the base me 
supplies. That being so, how many m 
could be profitably employed at Mo 
Lyell? : : 

Mtr. CONSIDINE. — The ane 
member has asked me a question 
apparently, he has answered it. — 
does not want information has me 
is no concern of mine. 


information on that point, 
the result would be. 


Mr. HEcToR Linde —No. 


your own Beeamienb. 


Mr. CONSIDINE. — The 


solution. Ae 

Sir Josepn Coox.—The. honorable m me 
ber is talking folly now. — Be 

Mr. CONSIDINE. — Wa Spon: Be 
Arbitration Courts, and all the 
paraphernalia of the capitalistic sys 
have only been created for the purp 
fooling the worker and camouflagin 
robbery that is going on. 3 

Mr. FECES Lamonp.—The ee 


the House. I nae them credit for ia 
and sincerity, too. The only ditt 
ence between us is they take a dif 
ferent view of these matters. — 
believe in Arbitration Courts. 
Wages Boards decisions, whereas 
not. I believe that under the exist 


rate only when times are eaoa 
as profits fall they become usele 


goes for a walk down Collins-stre 
a hide m sti pda in. Ns totally | 


Mr. ag ‘inte ieee mem- 
ber’s solution of the problem : is at the end. 
of the rainbow. - 

_ | Mr. CONSIDINE —N o it is not. It 
is) very much_nearer to the honorable 
- member’s residence and his interests than 
_the end of the-rainbow. 4 


Sir Josnrx Coox—The honorable 
member for Barrier is now after the hon- 
- orable member for Moreton. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I am after the lot 
of 3 you. What is the result of the present 
_-system, anyhow? The New South Wales 
. Government have paid over £90,000 on 
account of the unemployment and ‘distress 
in Broken Hill. Every man in the Com- 
--monwealth who is out of work has to be 

: * fed, even if unemployed. _ The com- 
- munity. has to pay 10 one way or another. 
You cannot deny it. You cannot allow 
- men and women to drop down in the 
streets and meet the same fate as your 
late enemies, the people in Central 
You cannot do that with our 


And so 
7 Xu have to 


to fight another war to-morrow. 
you have to feed them. 


so What, your catttaley fichds may eX- 
oy Te al ‘the workers again. 

Mr. Hirt.—Do you not think that 
_ there is plenty of work Bor everybody that 
oe wants to work? 


Mr. CONSIDINE — There is a good 
| dea of work which the honorable member 
ey do, if he is prepared to do it. 

Mr. Grecory.—He has some concern, 
3 at! all events, for the wives and children 
of the workers. 


Mr. CONSIDINE. —I do not know 
that honorable members opposite can 
claim to have any monopoly of sympathy 
Ag for the wives and children of the people 
_ of this country. The honorablé member 
for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) has been too 
mS busy’ lately looking after the importing 
interests in connexion with the Tariff to 
_ have spare time for anything else. Hon- 
_ orable members opposite, when our mines 
-and factories are not operating, and 
when men and women are walking about 

_ the streets in idleness, suggest that they 
should accept work at a reduced scale. 
They would be damned fools if they did 
rat. ‘They are the people who produce 


A De Mae, 1991. 1) 


-rible calamity to the workers, part 


td hes ee Saale ae to ™ 


vi of Wages. 


that fact, recognise their — 
power ae 
Mr, Grecory.—They will destroy yo 
when they wake up. i 

Mr. CONSIDINE ail 
ter men than I am have been destro: 
for telling the truth to the work 
classes, and that may be my fate ; 
day. Nevertheless, it will not preven: 
me from telling the workers the truth a 
see it, though I might be in the. s ‘gan 


And, 


ber’s flag-flapping patriotic friends i te 
Ernie Judd in Sydney the other day. 

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER: epi | 
W. Bamford).—Order! 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Even if thi he 
going to be my fate, it will not pre 
me from. line the people what f ihe 


possible that I may be more powe 
dead than alive. a 

Mr. BELL (Darwin)  [12. sy] h 
state of the market for base metals is 
matter of very grave concern to the whol 
of the people of Australia to-day, and 
more especially to the people in my di 
sion, where the Mount Lyell mine i 
situated : but I do not propose to discus 
4he merits of the present trouble for 
simple reason that Mr. Justice Power 
has convened a compulsory Conference — 
for to-morrow, when representatives of 
the mine-owners and representatives o 
the workers in the mine will, no don 
meet together to consider the situatio 
Apart from the fact that a compulsory _ 
Conference has been called, I, together 
with other Parliamentary representativ 
from Tasmania, have been asked by th 
people of Queenstown and distriet,. wh 
are immediately concerned in the ques 
tions, to use my best influence to bring 


We all recognise that it would 4 a. 4 


larly those in my district, if work 
Mount Lyell should be discontinued. “Fora. 
oe reasons I do not intend at Mt ¢ 


No member of this House wo ald 


ary. 
influence at his eran to. effect. ae 
eettlcne nt, and. prevent the clostig) . 


ble member for Darling (Mr. Blakeley), 
‘the honorable member for Hunter 
| r. Charlton). I am not calling into 
teed n their good intentions in bring- 
ing this matter before the House, nor do 
_ question their honesty of purpose in 
presenting the case as they have done; 
but because it is possible that a wrong 
impression may have been conveyed to 
honorable members as to the position at 

Mount Lyell, I want, if I may, to 
read a few paragraphs from a cireular 
~ issued by the Mount Lyell directors to 
the shareholders. In doing this I will 
not be discussing the merits of the case 
viene al. I merely want to show that the 
dispute, if we can call it such, which is 
likely to bring about the closing down of 
the mine, is not a question of a reduction 
of wages at all. I want that to be clearly 
understood. The honorable member for 
Hunter emphasized that the men were 
called upon to accept a lower rate of 
wages, that they had not in the past re- 
ceived more than they needed to live on. 
Certain proposals were put forward, the 
adoption of which would have meant the 
reduction of wages, and there was a great 
Y deal of discussion about them. But the 
Issue now is set out in the following: state- 
e iment > ae 


Phe eases placed the following Pere 
} before the delegates :— 


RPK ES ‘The combined unions to undertake to re- 

- eommend the underground men to accept the 

_ proposal] that the ‘hours of working under- 
f a toe be 40 and 48 in altefMative weeks, 


aa The combined unions to use their best 
endeavours and co- operate with the company 


_ by assisting in securing within a period of two — 


months’ from date 200 ‘additional men to those 


already employed (60 competent miners and 


140 competent underground mine labourers), 
iF with a view of securing an output of 525 ‘kta 
of blister copper per four- -weekly period. 
8. Should the additiona] labour reloveed to 
in clause 2 become available at the mines be- 
- fore the 30th June, 1921, the company to agree 
to continue operations for a period of four 


period— 
(a) An output of ore be tata ned sufii- 


during each four-weekly period; and 


7, b) existing rates of wages, conditions of 
f “working, and weekly hours of work 
(subject to clause. 1) be continued ; 

and | : 


atcnpnts ee Ayn av by the Ror 


‘arrangement of the working howe 
the undertaking is asked for ‘that 


the matter, added that he did not eX 


months thereafter, provided that during such — 


- eient to produce 525 tons of copper 


e) the London price of elec Leolptio biel . 
de ie not oe below £70 pe ee hen 
: dav: : 


Loser OF 
(b) the financial position | of. the comp 
becomes such as, in the opinio) 
the Board, not to. justify the ¢ 
tinuance of ope in the mi 

and smelters; or 
(c) any other unforeseen . cireumsta 
occur adversely affecting the 
‘pany’s undertakings, and its abi 
to continue its mining and 

ing operations, 

the Board to summon a further conten 
review the position. KS 
5. The combined unions to. undertake 
their best efforts to reduce. absenteeism a ; 
increase working efficiency. 4 
6. The directors to continue to make ve 
endeavour to effect further Scone in 
departments. es 
7. The foregoing offer is made withoue pee 
judice, and will lapse, if not rsa 
Bie on or before 9th May, 1921. | : 


plained the executive of the fe 
Workers Union, after considerin 
matter in Melbourne, refused to ¢ 


cepted. For the moment I shall not ‘say 
ere 


they would accept them. Nor am a ms 
going to discuss now the merits of t the 


case. | I am content to state the actua. 


ee 
interest in the matter may “knoy F 
facts. Mg reduction of wages ism ie 


labour to produce a certain quae 
ore. The honorable member for 

ing, after mentioning that a compu: 
conference had been called to con: 


anything to come of it. 


parties cannot agree, ! . 

Mr. BELL.—I hope that thaw 
so, and that some agreement may. b 
to. under which the mine may 
open. If no such maiucince 


the acrabts member for Darling, who 
g president of the Australian Workers 
‘Union, but I ask him to consider all the 
circumstances. 
, Mr. Braxriry.—You ask me to accept 
oa. the directors’ instructions, and I reply 
that I shall not do so. 
oe Mr. BELL.—I ask nothing of the 
kind; I merely express the hope that, 
‘ > before any member of the executive of 
_- which the honorable member is president 
definitely refuses to agree to the proposals 
of the company, he will go to Queens- 
town, learn on the spot what the con- 
- ditions are, talk with the miners them- 
selves, and ‘try to understand the point of 
view of those most concerned. ‘ 
Mr. Buaxetry.—lI have stated to the 
House the men’s mandate. | 
~ Mr. BELL.—Perhaps at a future dete 
I may have an opportunity to answer 
some of the arguments of the honorable 
member and of the honorable member for 
- Hunter (Mr. Charlton). Nothing would 
please me better than to do so. But at 
present, because of the Conference, and 
because I may be in a position to go be- 
tween the parties, and assist in bringing 
about a settlement which will be in their 
éommon interest, and especially in the 
interests of the workers, I refrain from 
‘saying anything further. 
‘Mr, HIGGS (Capricornia) [12.48].—I 
am glad of the opportunity to say a few 
words on this subject, though I wish 
_ there were time for its longer discussion. 
Australia, like every other part of the 
world, is now confronted with the indus- 
trial and* commercial troubles that in- 
__evitably follow a big war. I have given 
- advice to the miners of Mount Morgan 
and to the workers of Australia, but ‘the 
honorable member for Darling (Mr. 
‘ Blakeley) quoted only a portion of that 
advice. I suggested that the workers 
- should commence by changing the editors 
of the chief Labour newspapers—the 
‘Sydney Worker, the Brisbane Worker, 
and the Daily Standard—men who are 
disseminating hatred and false doctrine 
in the community. 
Mr. Consmprns.—Bread or blood! 


Mr. HIGGS.—The honorable member 
for Darling misquoted me. I did not use 
the words that he attributed to me in 
_ Sydney. As a matter of fact they were 
CER in een’ and vee only as a 
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‘no demand for ‘“ bread or blood.” 


‘men at Mount Morgan say to som 


Reduction of Wages. ee 


historical Po ncced to what happened in 
Brisbane about the year 1866. I made 
I can 
not permit honorable members to sugges 
that I have no sympathy with the miner 
of Mount Morgan. I know what mining 
is. It is an arduous, dangerous and un 
healthy occupation. I know that medica 


miners, “ As soon as you have been thre 
years in the mine, get out to some othe 
occupation’; but I also know that there 
are. thousands of men willing to go ther 
to work, because under the contra ( 
system they can earn from £5 to £7 
week. I do not like one feature about the 
proposed reduction, and that is the de- 
duction of 12s.’ or 14s. per week from the 
wages of the lower-paid men, who are 
earning £3 or £3 10s. per week, If the 
executive of the Australian Workers Union 
would take up a reasonable attitude and 
discuss the matter with the representa- 
tives of the employers they might be able 
to make some differentiation in favour. of 
the lower-paid men. | 
Mr. Buaxetey.—But still there would 
be a reduction. 
Mr. HIGGS.—Yes. But the ational 
of the honorable member and _ his execu. 
tive is to fight all reductions. 
Mr. Buaketey.—Hear, hear! 
Mr. HIGGS.—The capital of the Mowat 
Morgan Company consists of 1,000,000 — 
£1 shares. No dividend has been paid | 
for the last twelve months,.and the pre- 
sent value of the shares, according to the 
latest quotations is 12s. sellers and 11s. 
buyers. It is true the mine has paid mil- 
lions in dividends, but the present owners 
of the mine have not received those mik 
lions. If the company were to be re- 
lieved of the cost of £2,400 per week re- 
ferred to already, it would still not be 
in a position to pay dividends—tha 
£2,400 per week is bedrock—but if the 
miners will accept the proposed reduction 
the company are prepared to give them 
pro rata increase upon any increase in 
the price of copper beyond £74 per to: 
The accountants who conducted the re- 
cent investigation agreed, and, apparent 


oe 


the honorable member for Darling (M 


Blakeley) concurs, that the compan 

have been losing £18 per ton for every 

ton of copper produced from the mine 
The executive of the Australian 
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be very careful that their organization is 
not broken up in any crisis which may 
affict this country owing to their re- 
fusal to meet the other side and to 
realize that the price of copper 1s decided 
_by the outside world. It will be de- 
plorable if, as has happened before im 
history, trade unions should be broken up. 
~The honorable member takes the risk of 
that. Men may refuse to take tickets in 
the Australian Workers Union if the 
foolish guides I have referred to bring 


about unemployment and distress by: ad- — 


_ vising workers to take a wrong course. 

I have not time to go into this matter 
fully. I would say that the miners ought 
to accept the advice of Judge McCawley, 
but it is deplorable that, although a 
Judge of an Arbitration Court has made 
up his mind that there ought to be a re- 
duction in wages, there is no means by 
which he and his Court can intervene. 

Mr, Braxenny. — Judge McCawley 
does not suggest that there ought to be 
a reduction. He suggests keeping the in» 
dustry going, and that, by no means, can 
be regarded as a judgment. 

Mr. HIGGS.—It is unfortunate that 
a Judge of an Arbitration Court should 
by offering the miners advice and suggest- 
ing a ballot surrender his high office to 
Bolshevistie and mob orators. 

Mr. Braxerey.— Bread or blood!” 

Mr. Constprne.—The honorable mem- 
ber for Capricornia was not long ago 
one of the mob orators of Australia. 

Mr. HIGGS.—No, never a mob orator; 
but the honorable member for Barrier is 
one oi the Bolshevistic orators. 

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER (Hon. F. 
W. Bamford).—The honorable member 
for Capricornia is transgressing the 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. HIGGS.—wWith all due respect, 
sir, I point out that the honorable 
gentleman opposite has abused me and 
eriticised my remarks. In any case,’ I 
am sure the honorable member for Bar- 
rier regards “ Bolshevistic”’ as a term of 
endearment. : 

Mr. Braxerey.—The honorable mem- 
ber for Barrier in his speech made no 
mention of the honorable member for 

Capricornia. 

Mr. HIGGS.—Possibly not, but he is 
more courageous than others, and unwit- 
gid or unconsciously 18: one of those 


| (REPRESENTATIVES. } | 


istic system of society. He is prepared to a 


(Formal). sea 


Bokdhusviaise orators or false guides” 
whom I have referred. For imstance, he 
elaims that our Arbitration Courts and ~ 

irdustrial awards are valueless, and he 
says.that we want a change in the ‘capital- 


achieve that change by peaceful means if 
possible, but, anyhow, he says it ought to 
be settled—meaning, by imnuendo, that 
he is prepared to achieve it by force if 
he can get sufficient people to follow him. 
Does the honorable member deny this? — oo 
Mr. Consmrnn.—The honorable mem- 
ber can place whatever interpretation bd 
chooses upon my remarks. | 
Mr. HIGGS.—The honorable member 
does not deny what I have said. In my 
time, as a contributor to the columns of | 
the Labour press, I never proposed what 
the present-day editors of that press pro: 
pose, namely, the abolition of capitalism. — 
In my time the proposal was that we 
should do what we possibly could in our 
day and generation to achieve State co- 
operation and municipal co-operation, 
That is what I said every week im ‘the | 
columns of the Worker. ‘I did not de- 
scribe—as Mr. Boote, the editor of the 
Sydney Worker has done—every em-— 
ployer asathief. I did not, as the editor 
of the Brisbane Worker has done, call 
interest robbery. What is capitalism, or © 
the present capitalistic state of society! 7 
A man saves his money and builds a 
house, for which be receives rent or im-— 
vests it in a b siness, and derives a profit: 
or buys war ae or other stocks and ‘ 
draws interest upon them. When we 
pioneers started out to bring about a ‘bet-> 
ter condition of things in Australia thes 
gentlemen opposite—Messrs. Blakeley amd 
Considine—were babes in arms. We suc— 
ceeded so well in improving the state of 
society and the distribution of weal 
that nearly all the men who are leading 
the Labour movement to-day have money 
or own property, from which they ar 
earning interest or rent, or profits. | 
Mr. Constprne.—Do they differ fro 
the bishops or priests who are getti 
money for preaching Christianity? 
Mr. ACTING SPEAKER (Hon, *F 
W. 'Bamford).—Order! Will honorabl 
members allow the honorable bias fi 
Capricornia to proceed? | 


Mr. HIGGS.—I claim that the foliel 


eptio: dye the aphean 7 fant that if ae 
eapitalism could be abolished all the ills 
whic} flesh is heir could be swept away. 


i FABB —wWe ee Ak teach material- | 


ficial Baton Revere do. 
-eommunism of to-day as it exists in Rus- 


- gia based on the “materialistic concep- 
tion of the universe?” 


Mr. Gass.—The Labour party does not 
stand for that. 

ie, Mr. HIGGS cer the con- 
dition OE. ‘society. vai Hoe par tictat 


ar as P hewin Pert oe hie. can Aout 
it into vogue. ‘They have destroyed trade 
and shut up all the shops. 
_ Mr. Cownsipinn.—And Great 
; has siened a trade agreement with them. 
Mr. HIGGS.—Yes, because Lenin has 


so far departed from communism as to 


4 deal with the capitalists the honorable 
member for Barrier wishes to abolish; 
nd if I am any Judge, he will, as time 


1ed° as communistic principles, discard 
Lose who Believe: in communism, and 


e interrupted ete ay 


aren SERVICE HOMES. 
- Coxonmr Warxer’s Evipence. 


ue RILEY (for Dr. Matonry) asked 
1e Acting’ Prime Tacsapiaiasad Upon 
ia : 


. Has the Gow ein ition! Wobived the evidence 


n by Colonel Walker, as set out in pages 
, 808 and 311 of the record of evidence 
n by the Joint Committee of Public Ac- 
its, in which he stated that, in his pre- 
gence, Mt. Caldwell had signed a certain docu- 
-. ment, which afterwards Colonel Walker ad- 
mitted had not been signed by Mr. Caldwell? 


_2. Will the Minister refer to the Honorable’ 
es the question as to what 


action is to 
his 


ne taken in respect of this evi- 


3. Is the crime of. perjury before the Com-— 


AY Gnittes defined by Statute, and is action pro- 
_ vided for where any witnesses give false evi- 
ence before the Committee? 
lf « 


0, is there Bay -teason why the Jat | 
put, jn motion? — 
‘Government as __ 
+ fa . 7 


M3 orable member’s ne will be. taken 


ts not ee 


Britain © 


ed baa ues rhe J oink b iininiviee: of P 
Re dere tie: it to allow — ian rem at 


f ris the honorable member 8 sues 


as follow :— 
1, 2, and 4, The subject-matter of th 


into a 


consider ation, 


ian 6 ‘of the. ‘Gommuetee of Public 
pad 1913. fe te 


Allr: RILEY facked ‘the Ponte 
General, wpon notice— 


1, Are married men employed Gn 03 
as letter-carriers in his Department ree 
only the same wages as single men? 

2. Is it the policy of his Department t¢ 
the basic wage allowance only to married 3 
on the permanent staff and withhold th pa. 
ment of the child allowance from married me 
on the temporary staff, whose hardshi 
ceed those of the permanent employees, ov 
to the uncertainty of continued employme: 

3. Will the Minister cause a general rul 
be made irrespective of any conditions — t 
may at present exist, and authorize the pay 
ment to allymarried men employed tempor ih 
of allowances similar to those Bene to 
manent officers? is 


vice Gard TARR hue furnished i 
lowing information :— 


1. No distinction is made between 
‘men and single men who are temporary 
ployees in the matter of rates of pay, and 
rates are based upon the remunerati 
married permanent officers. Child end 
is not, however, paid to single men. 

2. No. Permanent officers and tempora 
employees are treated alike as regard 
wage allowance and child endowment. 

3. See answer to 2. 


Mr. WISE.—Yesterday the han 
member for Hume (Mr. Parker Mo ne 
asked the following questions -— 


1, Whether 23 out of a total of 35 officers 
the Clerical Division, 5th Class, HEnginee 
Branch, Postmaster-General’s Departme 
toria, are at present receiving ihe: mi 
salary of £210 per annum? 

2. Will practically the whole at these offi 
_with the exception of about half-a-dozen 
‘in receipt of the maximum salary by . t ar 
1922? 

3. How many promotions from © sae 
Class 4 have there been within this br 
during the past ten years? 

4y a lars are an fash sgt 


proposal been considered in the direction of 


fer to other Departments where the chances 
of promotions are more favorable. _ 
5. Tf not, will the Minister take steps to have 
full consideration given to such a proposal, so 
that. justice may be done to these officers? 
The Acting Public Service Commis- 
sioner has now furnished the following 
: -jnformation:— — 


4 and 5. Applications for transfer to other 


and these are given full consideration, subject 
to the requirements of the Wises fs x“ 
aha 


FALLEN SOLDIERS’ MEMORIALS. 


- Mr. RILEY (for Mr. Braxsrzy) 
asked the Acting Prime Hilt Hat 
ee 


1. Whether he will supply the date of the 


. Feculation, if any, prohibiting the raising of 
oe for the purpose of building memorials 
to the memory of fallen soldiers, and on what 
date such regulation took effect? 
ten Id such regulation, if any, prohibit the 
‘use of funds for the same purpose which had 
- been collected prior to the operation of such 
. tee eee 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers to 
the honorable member’s questions are as 
follow :— 


1. The regulation prohibiting the raising of 
‘money for a monument or memorial or other 
b rameo of commemoration, of persons who had 
_volunteered for service or had served in con- 
‘mexion with the war, without the approval of 
the Repatriation Commission or a State Re- 
patriation Board 
_ by Statutory Rule No, 274 “of 1917, and took 
effect from the 24th October, 1917. The re- 
- gulation was repealed on the 2nd April, 1919, 
ey Statutory Rule No. 75, of 1919. 
2, The regulation did not. prohibit the use 
pe ‘funds collected prior to the regulation 
eoming into force. , 


- TARIFF. 
ee Committee of Ways and Means: 


- Consideration resumed from 26th May 
“(wide page 8704). 


rN 


: DIVISION | ‘“V.o— TEXTILES, FELTS AND FURS 


‘i AND | MANUFACTURES THEREOF, AND 

ATTIRE. 
Item 115— 

‘Socks and stockings for human attire, 


partiocht. is Deen enicte) ee any m 


providing them with an opportunity of trans-— 


- Departments are received from time to time, ~ 


socks, which is an important and v 


the position in regard to woollen sock 


‘description one should speak from 1 


socks made of pure merino wool whi 


was brought into operation - 


are considered to be ever 


@) Woollen or dante een 
British, 35 per cent.; i 
45 per cent.; general, 50. per 
a ‘Silk or containing silk, but not ec 
taining wool, and nei, ad 
British, 30 per cent.; intermediat 
ta. 40 per ‘cent. ; general, 45 per cen 
Upon which Mr. Fotzy had moved— 
“That after the words “30 per 
(British), in sub-item (a), the follo 
words be inserted:—‘‘and on and after 
May, 1921, 10 per cent.” 


Mr. JOWETT (Griapee Ie. Di 
regret that I have to oppose the ame 
ment, but I do not think that the m 
and those who are supporting him « 
realize the difficulties in which — 
amendment, if carried, would place 


‘local manufacturers of woollen sock 


There are in Australia a large. numbe 
of factories for the knitting of woo e} 


ix 
in 


able industry, So far as I can ascert 


is very much the same as that in regar 
to the manufacture of cloths and woolle: 
of every description. During and s 
the war the local manufacturers hav 
charged those extravagant and -prepos 
terous prices which have been demande 
for imported goods. On matters of this 
own knowledge.. For the last pair 
bought I had to pay 8s. 6d. It m b 
said that they were probably made in 
Australia, but I know that they were not, 
because they had red clocks upon 
and I understand that no Australiar 
socks have that ornamentation. — 
tainly, they were most excellent Me ck 
The most serious competitor with the 
locally-made woollen sock is the importe 
cotton sock. Therefore, so far fro 
porting the amendment, I intend to m 
later, that the British preferential du 
on cotton socks shall be the same 
woollen socks. I can see no justificat 
for the duty on woollen socks | 
higher than on cotton socks. I do - 
think honorable members are aware 0 
the parlous state of woollen sock factor 
owing to the locally-made article 
undercut by the cheaper cotton sock 
one man or woman would willingly b 
cotton socks if he or she could a 
These socks are bought only be cat 


each: cotton socks and Pues: are not 


cheaper. I have in my hand a pair of 
sock® made out of high-priced merino 
wool. I have been through the factory 


in which they were made, and have seen 
the yarn from which they were knitted. 
I believe that they will outwear 
ae i ten pairs of cotton socks, and they can 
probably be bought for less than double 
the price of the cotton article. The 
_ cheapest socks I have seen displayed in 
_ .any shop have been American-made cotton 
socks marked 1s. lld. per pair. But 
what this Committee has to consider is the 
price charged by the manufacturer for 
the locally-produced article, and not 
me the price at which it is retailed. 
It is unfair to accuse our Australian 
manufacturers of charging exorbitant 
eats mre for their goods when we know that 
those prices have been put upon their 
goods after they have sold them. The 
cheapest competing cotton sock to-day is 
retailed at 1s. 11d. per pair. 
. Mr. Hector Lamonp.—It is only fair 
to say that the cotton socks and stockings 
which are manufactured in Australia are 
sold to the wholesalers. 


ate 


_ an increase of the duty which is levied 
pon those cotton socks and stockings? 

i Mr. Hector Lamonp.—But the honor- 
able member is comparing the retail price 
of cotton socks with the wholesale price 
of woollen socks. The price of Austra- 
lian stockings is about 1s. per pair. 

Mr. JOWETT.—I am very grateful to 
the honorable member for supplying me 
_ with that information. The socks made 
_ from pure Australian merino wool which 
I hold in my hand are of splendid 


- quality. 
Mr. Ricnarp Foster.—They are very 
“good. | 

- Mr. JOWETT.—The honorable mem- 


aN ‘ber for Wakefield has never seen anything 
better. The wholesale price of these 
: socks 1 is 24s. per dozen, or 2s. per pair. 


tailed at about 5s. 6d. per pair. 


Mr. JOWETT.—I have no doubt of 
that. If the publie could buy these socks 
at a retail price corresponding to 2s. per 
pair wholesale, every factory in the Com- 
monwealth would be working night and 
day.’ 
flooded with cheap cotton socks 
: a abroad, t 


Bi Pate ee te ee 


from 


me upon such a visit. 


Mr. JOWETT.—Am I not asking for 


Mr. Heoror Lamonp.—They are re- 


But owing to the country being. 


he ee of et qs am. ees 


ing, has 90 per cent. of the joe m: 

chines in its factory lying idle. 
Mr. Ricwarp Fostrr.—Why, it could” 

sell thousands of dozens of those socks 


Mr. JOWETT.—I assure the hono 
able member that I can take him to the 
factory to-morrow, and prove to him that 
only about 10 per cent. of its knitting 
machines are working. I can promise 
him a great treat if “he will accompany 


Mr. Hector Lamonv.—Does the f 
tory sell to all comers? a 
Mr. JOWETT.—1I do not ice 
understand, howevér, that it will sell to 
the retail trade. - 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—A oreae tas 
ber of these factories are owned by re rt 
firms. | 
Mr. JOWETT.—That is not the cas 
here. I have already said that the whole 
sale price of these socks is 24s. per dozen 
To retail shops they are sold at 27s. 
per dozen. It has been said that. to. 
a true Protectionist one must levy dutie 
only upon those goods which can be manu 
factured in Australia. Even from that 
standpoint, I urge that a duty should be 
placed upon cotton socks and stockings at 
least equal to the duty whiche has been 
imposed upon woollen socks and stock- 
ings. We not merely desire to encourage 
the manufacture of these goods in the 
Commonwealth, but to prevent the under 
selling of the locally manufactured artiel 
by cheaper imported cotton socks. — W hea 
the amendment has been disposed ‘of, 
shall move that the duty upon ‘cotto 
socks and stockings be similar to tha 
which has been levied upon woollen, sogks 
and stockings. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [2. 38]. 
Honorable members will no doubt appre 
ciate the difficulty under which TI az 
labouring at the present moment. 
hope that when we reach a few of tk 
more important items in the schedul 
the speech delivered by the hon 
member who has just resumed his sea 
will be forgotten. Whilst the honorabl 
member for Barrier (Mr. Considine) 
addressing the Committee last ovens 
could not help thinking that he was 
viewing this question fairly. Whe 
said that imported socks and stocking: 
were not wanted in this cone he @ 


oe : eee pe ae Se | That 
section of the community is seorthy of 
our very best consideration. Of course, 
: am speaking. only of the socks and 
stockings which are imported from 
within the Empire. I am quite prepared 
levy a much heavier duty upon 
American socks and stockings than I am 
prepared to impose upon socks and stock- 
ings of British origin. In 1919-20 the 
cotton socks and stockings imported into 


this country from Great Britain were 


valued at £301,000, those from the United 
States of America were valued at £42,000, 
and those from Japan at £70,000. rheg 
duty paid. upon these goods last year was 
£109,000, but it must be remembered 
that ‘during the major portion of the year 
the old Tariff, under which cotton socks 
were: ‘admitted free, was operative. As- 
suming that the same quantity of socks 
is imported during the present year—and 
I presume that this will be the case—— 
Mr. Rirzy.—No; there are more 
manufacturers of these goods in Australia 


ate GREGORY. —But our heal manu- 
facturers of cotton socks have not yet got 
nto the “wholesale market. Assuining 
that we import this year the same quan- 
tity « of cotton socks as was imported last 
year, the public of Australia will be 
penalized to the extent of £258,000. That 


duties. ich will be payable: this year 
and the duties which were payable last 
year. If the proposed duty were a re- 


venue duty I would not object so strongly — 


to it, although I prefer to see revenue 
duties confined as far as possible to 
luxuries. But in the present instance the 
duty will fall almost exclusively upon 
the poorer ‘section of the community. My 
own opinion is that a Committee should 
have been appointed to investigate the 
balance-sheets of the different companies 
who are engaged in this particular in- 
dustry for the purpose of obtaining sworn 
information from them, which would 
have. been of great value €n enabling us” 


cumstances of the case. 


is arely 
orable cent Ane eh desire to 
duties in order to. make millionaire? 
few persons. 


facturing 3,500 dozen pairs per week. ye 


tation for 100,000 pairs of cotton socks 


one 


not. delivered. 
to arrive at what 3 is a fair duty in all the 


nes war period. 


Mr. Jackson Wish ‘about maki 
millionaires amongst the importers? — 

Mr. GREGORY.—Despite what h 
been said to the contrary, cotton soc 
and stockings are not manufactured 
Australia upon any large scale. = 

Mr, Corser.—Does the honorable me 


per week are being manufactured by. on 

establishment abroad? a 
Mr. GREGORY —<Is'- the 

member referring to: Bond's? 
Mr. Corszr.—Yes. 


Mr. GREGORY .—I have before me 
that firm’s advertisement in the Sydne; 
Sun. It advertises silk socks and. bese: 


hokos bl 
Fant 


socks ae L cae that Banas are ‘m 


Mr. GREGORY. +] fA. honora 


member were to ask that firm for aq 


to-morrow he would be unable to get 
I emphasize that there should be pro 
investigation into. these matters.. P ae 
sibly the information given me has b rit 
subject to influence in a certain d ete 
It may be tainted. I @ 
not ,say; but 1 do <not™ tiiak 

However; this Committee should secur 

ample evidence before. ‘it places such 
a grave imposition as ig- Bropoae 
upon the general community. Some ti 
ago the principal of a big firm told | 
that. he had placed an order with a large 
Melbourne manufacturer for the supply 
of a line of cotton socks. Owing to w 
conditions, the price rose to 24s. a doze 
pairs, and the manufacturer informed 
intending purchaser that he would not 
able to deliver at the figure agreed up 
The merchant repeated his order at tS 
higher price, but even then the socks wel 


Mr. Ricuarp F ostie ee hie Bie, a 
due to lack of suitable machinery dig 


| ._ GREGORY, —No; a 


, el ete hah seed 


would hare cost the merchant to secure 
. imported socks. 
of the manufacturer here. I ask the 
“Minister (Mr. Greene) to agree to allow 
this item of duty to remain in abeyance 
until there can be absolute assurance that 
_ eotton socks can be manufacured here of 
suitable quality, and in sufficient quantity 
_to meet our market requirements. No 
one will say that they cannot be made in 
cn xctiralia. In reply to the contention of 
: " the. manufacturers, to whose advertise- 
ment I have already referred, that they 
ean and do produce cotton hose, the com- 
ments furnished to me are as follow :— 


ce a The fat. remains that, with all this firm’s 
alleged facilities for manufacturing cotton 


a 


_ policy of manufacturing silk hosiery. They 
if elaim they can now produce a certain output 
_of cotton hosiery, that is, socks and stockings, 
but where are the visible signs of its attempted 
competition in the local markets, in view of 
statement that they 
irs weekly? Their advertisements 
ention cotton socks or stockings. 
4 Was do they not utilize the yarn they state 
_ they have on hand and begin operations at 
“once, instead .of contenting themselves with an 
o assertion that “ they can produce” not 
“they do produce hh 


f There is the trouble. We have not the 
_ information concerning actual produc- 
tion before us. _No particulars have been 
provided to justify the assumption that 
| there are factories in Australia that can 
Aa anes anything approximating to’ local 
_ -Tequirements, 
ae Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [2.50]— 
Tt. has been claimed by honorable mem- 
bers who are seeking to reduce this duty 


Lele 


stockings cheaper. The Tariff with 
__ which we are dealing is not a new thing 
which will henceforth and for the first 
time affect prices. It has been in exist- 


mittee now. further increases rates, it will 
not be correct to assert that prices rul- 
ing to-day will be detrimentally influenced 

_ by the Tariff schedule under considera- 
tion. It would appear: 


cording to some honorable Higher THRE : 


we should not endeavour to establish any 
new industries in Australia. Their argu- 
ments may be summed up thus:—“ Let us 


_ facturers can produce these things; then 
we will give them protection.” If that 


were tte Nghe would be no 


And that is the policy » 


honorable 


Opn [td 


hosiery, they have consistently adhered to the 


ean turn out untrue by posting you under separate cover 


at our mills at Redfern, New South Wal 


_ that their purpose is to make socks and 


ence for a year; and, unless this Com- - 


wait until we see that Australian manu- ‘evel. 


industries established here at all. 
can we hope to increase our population 
and support it unless we encourage the 
expansion of Australian industry? Pre- 
ference to the United os is well 


should we not create ae foster a yee, 


Australian sentiment? I call the closest. 
attention of honorable members to the — 
following letter, which has been addressed — 
to the Leader of the Labour party, the , 
member for Yarra: (Mr. p 
Tudor), by Messrs. George A. Bond & 


al se 


As the statement has frequently aan piven’ 
utterance to during discussions on the Tariff, 
that cotton hose is not being made in Aw 
tralia—the inference being that cotton hose 
cannot be made in Australia—we are writing, 
to inform you, sir, that this inference is abso- is 
lutely and unreservedly untrue. 

We are providing practical proof that. it. A 


a sample pair of cotton hose which was made 


With the machinery now in operation at these 
mills, and from yarn now on hand, we can pro- 
duce such cotton hose atthe rate of 3,008) 
dozen pairs per week. Furthermore, every — 
pair of hose we are now making, whether it — 
be artificial silk or pure silk, features cotton — 
toes, cotton heels, cotton soles, and: cotton tops. 
At the present juncture we have concen 
trated on the manufacture of artificial silk 
and pure silk hose, largely for the reason that — 
owing to the huge quantities of cotton hose 
(imported from Japan and the United States. 
of America) now in bond, and in warehouses, 
the market for this class of goods has been > 
greatly over supplied. At any time, by the 
mere act of interchanging bobbins, the ma 
chines now turning out artificial silk and 
pure silk hosiery can be deflected .to the 
ae and economical production of cotton 
ose 
We also desire to draw your attention! 
another aspect of the question of the hosie: 


-Tariff—an aspect doubly important in view 


of the oft-repeated canard that protective 
duties are invariably paid for by the Au 
tralian consumer. During recent years it wW: 
the marketing of Australian-made artifiel 
silk-ankle hose which caused thousands 
dozens of pairs of American-made hose 
similar type, which had cost the importer 

per dozen to land, to be sold wholesale 
39s. per dozen. This means that for the good 
in question’ the price to the consumer _w 


reduced, approximately, 100 per cent. 


During the war, it was our consistent polic 


We voluntarily reduced our © 
much below those necessary to secure 
ference from the trade against the foreign- 


made article, as we realized that in achievin A 
Si idea ore eee pen Ne, Cayce soun ie 


method ae solidly establishing our i aeory: 
making enterprise. It is our intention to per- 


tion permits it, to still further reduce our 
prices, keeping the cost to the consumer at 
the. lowest level consonant with the main- 
tenance of the wages and working conditions 
justifiably demanded by Australian legislation. 
“Up to the present, our company hag _in- 
ested over £300,000 in hosiery production in 
Australia. Our factory, now in operation at 
Mallett- street, Redfern, New South Wales, 
employs over 300 hands, while new buildings, 
im course of erection, adjoining the existing 
factory, will cost over £25,000, and will 
employ another 300 hands. (Unfortunately, 
work on the extensions has been held up 
during the Tariff discussions owing to the. 
‘possibility of the importing interests pre- 
vaving. ie 

Should the Protective Tariff be withdrawn, 
Australia must become the dumping ground 
for foreign-made hosiery. The Australian 
industry ‘Will be unable to survive. Capital 
‘invested in it must be withdrawn. Our 
foreign. debt will be added to through over- 
importation, and a practical avenue for that 
increased production which all parties have 
rightly and repeatedly claimed to be the one 
safeguard of our national stability will be 
elosed. 

The immediate effect in our own case will 

be to prevent the extension of operations, and 
to cause loss of employment to some hundreds 
of Australian men and women. 
“ We trust, sir, that having thus put the plain 
facts of the case before you, you will give 
full consideration to the claims of the Aus- 
tralian hosiery manufacturing industry in its 
mational aspect, when the matter comes to 
the vote in the House. 


LAS: extend to you a hearty invitation to 
‘Visit our factory at Redfern, and to inspect 
the range of goods there produced, which is 
on. view at our offices in 308 Flinders-lane, 
‘Melbourne. 


This: ig the firm referred to in the ae 


‘vertisement which has been quoted. 


Messrs. Bond and Company say that they. 


ean turn their machinery over to the 
manufacture of cotton hose. They point 
out, further, that they are installing ad- 
, itional plant and premises, but that 
their works have been held up_ be- 
cause of the fear that Parliament may 
| “permit foreign goods to come in and 
swamp ‘them. I emphasize that if the 


amendment is agreed to this industry will 
be killed. Not only will the firm be un- 


able to complete additions already begun; 
it will have to close down. The honor- 
member for South Sydney (Mr. 


| bis extensive Motor ane the 1 


eussion has been concluded. — inane 
petuate this policy, and as increased produc- 


“opportunity of dealing with de 


it does not alter my eens in 


Oe alluding to an enterprising firm 
his, constituency, has pointed out that 
| com loca manufacturers wh 


war it was forced upon us that Australi 
must, if possible, produce her own 
quirements. It is our duty to insure 
that Australia shall de, to the fullest | e- 


Roce ae I have before me. 

manufactured by Messrs. ie 
Mayor, of 449 Pitt-street, Sxdua i 
have submitted the goods to men wh i 
know what cotton hose should be, and 
they tell me that, in quality, they are th 
equal of anything produced anywhere 
The manufacturer’s price for this.pa 
stockings is 2s. Beane ma we can ti 


lished ? : 3 

Mr. Grecory.—There is no need fo 
30 per cent. duty to do that. | 

Mr. CHARLTON.—The greater _ 
quantity produced here the lower will 
the price to the consumer. During t 
last few years have spel eon 


in Australian? | 
Mr. Jowrrr.—N ot as cheaply. 


know that we have no . possible chan 
controlling manufacturers outside i 
tralia, . 


slightest. What is there to preven 


exporter or the manufacturer abroad 


from charging all he can and explo tin, 
the people? Nothing at all. If we ca 
find employment me i our own peopl ob 
establishing factories here, it is our dut 
to do 80, and at the same time we sh 
able to control those who are ma 
turing. The Minister for Trade 
Customs (Mr. Greene) has gone 

way to meet the difficulty by. on 
that a Board will be appointec 


ing ae Beels. In view iat the iacuiion! 
I trust that the honorable member for 
_ Kalgoorlie (Mr. Foley) will be prepared 
to withdraw his amendment. — 
_ . Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
_ for Trade and Customs) [3.2].—I trust 
the Committee will be prepared to allow 
the duties on socks and stockings to remain 
as they appear in the schedule. 
_ Mr. Greéory.—Is it the intention of 
| his Minister to leave the rate on silk 
iy ot as it stands? 
_ Mr. GREENE.—Yes. 
‘Mr. Grecory.—Would it not be wise 
to make them all the same? 


Mr. GREENE.—IE¢- honorable mem- 
_ bers are in favour of having them placed 
on the same basis J am prepared to give 
the matter consideration. 
_ Mr. Grecory.—I would like to see a 
_ higher duty on silk hosiery. 
Mr. GREENE.—Personally, I would 
like the rates to remain as they are. 
_ The reason why I have made the duty 
on woollen socks and stockings a little 
higher than on the silk and cotton goods 
is because silk and cotton yarn has to be 
imported, whereas the woollen yarn is 
made in Australia, and carries a 
duty. I do not know whether the 
‘members of the Committee have any 
idea of the tremendous quantity of 
these goods which is imported. into 
Australia and the. enormous sum _ of 
- money we annually send out of Australia 
for hosiery. . I must confess that the 
figures absolutely staggered me, and not- 
withstanding that since the war a num- 
ber of factories have been erected in 
Australia, and others are in course of 
erection, large importations are still 
ee being made. Thé honorable member for 
Indi (Mr. Robert Cook) is, I believe, 


interested in the establishment of two. 


co-operative knitting factories in coun- 
"try districts, and there are, I under- 
stand, others to be erected, so that we 
shall soon be in a position a control the 
whole of the manufacture of the woollen, 
cotton, and silk hosiery required in the 
i Commonwealth. Notwithstanding the 
- impetus given to this industry during the 
_ war, and by the protection under this 
Tariff, we have imported into Australia 


3 ta 368,000 worth of hosiery. 


needles. 


during the past nine months no Hes than | 


Mr. GREENE. —Not Pi ocathaee but 
a very large quantity consisted of cotton ; 
hosiery. At the present moment about — 
£500,000 worth of cotton hosiery is in 
bond, and that is one reason why the 
hosiery manufacturers of Australia, who 
are not at present able to supply 
the whole of our requirements, are not 
utilizing their machinery for the manu- 
facture. of cotton hosiery. There is no 
great difficulty in manufacturing cotton — 
hosiery, and, as a matter df fact, it is is 
rather easier to make hosiery from al 
cotton yarn than from woollen yarn. oa, o 
understand that it merely means adjust- 
ing the machine and changing — he” 
I do: not believe that the firm 

establishment of this industry, both for 
the manufacture of cotton and woollen 
hosiery, will mean that the publie will be i 
charged more for hosiery; but there is 


no doubt whatever that the firms in the — 
past who have been exporting to Australia — 


large quantities have been “taking the | 
public down ” in a most shocking manner. 


Mr. Forry.—Do not the distributing 
firms act similarly? 


Mr. GREENE.—I am not pee 
for the moment of the distributers, but of — 
the manufacturers abroad, who mee 
raised, their prices to a level that 
entirely unwarranted. I know, as en 
matter of fact, that one large Aus-_ 
tralian manufacturer of hosiery men- 
tioned to-day does not sell a single 
pair of stockings through a distributing ‘ 
firm, but have appointed their own tra-_ 
velling agents, who are disposing of their 
products direct to the retailers.: I ask 
honorable members to realize that this 
industry is peculiarly adapted to count: 
districts. There are a number of indus- 
tries which we protect under this Tariff 
that cannot be carried on economicall 
in country districts, but’ in connexio 
with the manufacture of hosiery there is 
no reason why 90 per cent. of our cou 
try towns should not have their own knit- 
ting mills for supplying the requirements : 
of the people within a reasonable radius. 
It is an industry which does not require 
very much capital to establish, and 1 it. 
is of such a nature that, in comparison 
with other industries, it can be car ried ge 


tively small turnover. 28 
to take iy Cat time 0 of the ‘Conites , 


explain the position as briefly as 1 can. 
ay ask the Committee to reject the amend- 
ment, and allow the rates to stand as they 
ic Saal in the schedule. 

Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [3. 10]. con 
co aay I moved to reduce the British rate, 
I had no intention of interfering with 
the Tariff on foreign goods, and there is, 
therefore, very little need for me-to reply 

to the statements made by the honorable 
~member for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) , be- 
cause I am just as sincere as he is in 
placing an embargo on foreign-made 
goods. I have already said that I did not 
think there was any occasion to fear com- 
petition from Japanese manufdéturers. 
I have seen their productions, and I say 


they have not “ delivered the goods.” I 
do not wish to appear to be one-eyed in 
this debate, but I may explain that the 
information I received was to the effect 

that cotton socks and stockings were 
not manufactured in Australia. J have 
learned since, however, that there, are 
some ‘Australian firms starting to manu- 
facture cotton hosiery. If the honorable 
member for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) re- 
lies on the circular letter from Bonds’, 
a copy of which has been sent to every 
“honorable member, he may be led astray. 

Mr. Cxartron.—I do not rely on that. 
Ae have received information from two 
honorable members who have a 
the factory. 

Mr. 
‘hee reads the letter very carefully he will 
see that they do not say that they are 
manufacturers of cotton hose, but that, in 
_ the event of the duty being retained, they 
will commence operations. ‘ They say in 
the letter that they are manufacturing 


i 


“silk: hosiery ; but we are discussing cotton” 


goods. 
Myr. 


‘Cxartron.—Does not the honor- 


nom member think it advisable to allow. 


them to manufacture these goods if they 
oe 


should be started wherever possible, in 
justice to the consumer. In view: of the 
_diseussion, I am prepared to withdraw 
my amendment; 
‘ cy understood that 1 halo: that course 


this” quae, but ee auieuvaied ‘to be 


by an American firm at- 28.5 but it z 


that they have “ missed the ’bus,” because 


has ee hae as 


POLEY If the honorable mem- 


Mr. HOLEY —Yes, because industries : 
cotton goods to the value of £193 00 
but I wish it to be 


1912, when the importations fror 
many alone represented 9d. pee 


for. Pe sy Calathes pair Es were 


ters very little to the consumer w 
stockings are made, so long as the p 
and quality are suitable. If the manu- 
facturing firms who are being protect 
by this high Tariff had the interest 
the consumers at heart, they would ma 
some endeavour to do the distributi 
themselves. . If firms manufact 


per cent..of the cost for them to be 
tributed to the consumers, they are ba 
business men. 


If the manufacturers | 
sire to benefit the consumes, they shou 
individually or collectively stully” : 


entering into an “honorable understan d 
ing.” If the method of distribution were 
modified, goods could be sold at a cheape 
rate, and there would then be no occa 
to reduce any of these duties. = 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Sir ROBERT Bear Bae ss 


that re L 
some remarks [ purposed making 1 


which the Minister (Mr. Greene) } 
referred. There is no reason” 
we should not manufacture every to 
ing and sobk. Teint in this £0 
munity. 


role, Tharatare, every orbs 
present being made for the manufac 
of all the cloth and hosiery require 
ack bho I should like to remind hy uC 
Bic nd be from Geusaune alone, 


generally from abroad the import rola 
were valued at £207,000. That was 


u population. — In 191 


opulation. 

now to normal times and we must make 
provision for the competition of the 
future. My object in supporting the 
proposals’ submitted by the Minister for 
Trade and Customs is to give the 
Hest Ipossible encouragement to our 
industries engaged in the manu- 
_ facture of these goods, to prevent im- 
-portations from abroad, and to en- 
ourage so far as. we may, the wearing 
of woollen hosiery in this country. I 
_ should, personally, be very glad if the 


ommittee could see its way to accept 


the proposal suggested by the honorable 
member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett), 


though I shall not-divide the Committee 


against the item as submitted by the 
Ponbinister. > ys Saou | 
par. J OWETT (Grampians) [3,19].—I 


_ move— | 
_. That the item be amended by inserting after 
sub-item (A) the following words:—“ And on 
and after 28th May,- 1921, ad. val., British, 35 
er’ cent. ; intermediate, 40 per cent.; general, 
90 per cent.” has 


trust that the Minister will.see his way 


clear to accept this amendment. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 


tection afforded for socks and stock- 
. woollen or containing wool, is a 


le more than that proposed for cotton 


silk goods is that there is a duty on 


em yarn. I think that the duties I. 


e submitted are sufficiently high to 
oughly establish this industry, and I 
in ask honorable members to pass the 


as it stands, 


Poe 

thing to increase the duty proposed in 
he case of these goods made of silk or 

containing silk but not containing wool 

to 385 per cent. British preferential 


Pa IE se 

: 4 Tariff ? i*2 oats e o 
te Mr. Greenre.—This Is “a protective 

duty and not a-revenue duty. Importa- 


nink it' 1s wise to impose a duty 
hat is sufficient for protective 


We are getting back 


me 


silk hosiery are falling off. I 


By 


Item 116 (Parasols, sunshades, u 
brellas, n.ei.) amd Item 117 (Blanke 
“Ihe.i., except of rubber) agreed to. 
Carpets, carpeting, floor cloths, floor amd 
carriage mats of any textile material exce 


a 


eoir; and floor rugs and coverings not. bi 


furs or other skins (including felts and p 
but not including carpet felt paper); saddle 
bag in the piece or otherwise, ad val., Britis 
10 per cent.; intermediate, 15 per — 
general, 25 per cent. ROLE Me ate Poss 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Ministe: 
for Trade and Customs) [8.22].—I in 
tend to move an amendment upon th 
item. I want to insert after the 
“coverings” the words “not bei 
rubber.” The reason for. this — 
rubber floor coverings are being m 
Australia. Honorable members — 
have been in the Commonwealth 
building in Sydney will have seen 


covering which was made in Australi 
I move— See 
That the following words be added t 
item:—‘-And onand after 28th May, 1921, car 
pets, carpeting, floor-cloths, floor and car 
mats of any textile material except coir; an 
floor rugs and coverings, not being of rubl or, 
and not being furs or other skins (includin 
felts and pads but not including carpet fell 
paper); sdddle-bag in the piece or otherwise- 
‘ad. val., British, 10 per cent.; intermedi 
15 per cent. ; and general, 25 per cent.” — 


Amendment agreed: to. 
Item, -as amended, agreed 
Item 119— Hees, 
Articles of coir, viz, mats, matting, aa 
fenders, ad. val., British, 20 per cent.; inter- 
mediate, 25 per cent.; general, 30 per ce) 
Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Po 
[3.24].—I am going to ask the Minist 
for ..Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene 
and the Committee to agree to an 
erease of the duty proposed on t 
item. [L can imagine the horror 
some Free Traders when I say’ 
Coir mats are produced in Australi 
‘by the inmates of asylums for © he 


to. 


attempt is being made to raise | 


to extend the equipment. of the 


establishment. Unfortunately, : 


y 


blind. Most of these institutions under- 
take the manufacture of coir mats and 
matting. 
appeal on behalf of the blind; but I do 
not wish to do that. I merely make a 
statement of fact that it is in institutions 
for the blind that coir mats and matting 
are made in Australia to-day. 


oO Mir: Prowsz.—It was never assumed 
that the blind could compete with people 
who have their sight. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Fortunately, there 
is a considerable amount of sentiment 
surrounding the products of these insti- 
tutions, but sentiment is not sufficiently 
considered 3 in the market. There are not 
a sufficient number of people prepared 
to pay higher prices for mats because 
they are produced in an asylum for the 
blind. I freely admit that the manufac- 
ture of this article by the blind adds to 
its cost; but, quite apart from the manu- 
facture of these goods in institutes for the 
blind, I can inform the Committee that 
twenty or thirty years ago an establish- 
ment for their manufacture in my con- 


of hands. I was never enamoured of 
this kind of work, which I think few 
would hanker after. But there was a 
very. large establishment manufacturing 
coir matting, and especially faney coir 
mats. To-day in that establishment and 
others associated with it there are very 
few workers. I have no wish-to make 
capital out of the opposition of the hon- 
orable member for Swan (Mr. Prowse ) 
to an increase of the duty on this item, 
because I am prepared to admit that he 
is quite as sympathetic with the blind as 
lam myself. I am one of those who be- 
lieve that any article that can be manu- 
factured in Australia should be manu- 
-factured here. The manufacture of 
mats and matting and of brushes is 
particularly suitable for people who have 
lost their sight, and that shonld be given 
consideration. The inmates of institu- 
tions” for the blind turn out a very fine 
article, and I am not asking the Com- 
mittee to protect the manufacture of an 
inferior article. As a matter of fact, 
1ese goods manufactured in institutions 


nurriedly. | 


I might make a pathetic 


satisfaction, are endeavouring to mé 


say ee honorable members. bie ine: 


stituency gave employment to a number 


the blind are superior to the imported 
ds, because eas are not. lee sO, 


the ae on Rihds ee they” will 
to establish an ities in Australia 


large bads at men and: women who, 1 
out hope of reward, beyond their 


ciate) for the eri ploy eee of 


for the blind from his birth, has assu 
me that organizations taking an intex 
in them will be able to find further 
ployment for blind people if they 
given a little additional help: ae 
item. 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond Mana 
for Trade and Customs) [3 29] —I da 


for Melbourne Ports (Mr 
namely, to help the blind people. 
importations of these goods mua 
last he years ea been low. 


cent. hg atowatiins Le) Taine | 
fallen off by 50 per cent. It seems to- 
me, therefore, that the duty now pro 
posed is effective, and I do not 
than an increase is required. ' 

Mr. Maruews.—Those interested ix 


' institutes. for the blind assure me thai 
he as: 


‘Mr. GREENE.—I am. Ree 
give an additional protection of 5 pe 
cent. intermediate and general Tari 

Mr. Marurws.—I will accept that. 

Amendment (by Mr: Sige. oe 
to | 

That ‘the item. be: amended by, adaine 
following words:—‘ And on and after 
May, 1921, ad val., British, 20 per cent, ; 
mediate, 30 per cent. ; ; general, 35 per ce 

Item, as agetided agreed LO 

Item 120, (Articles, textile, not 
piece goods). # 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) 13 31]. It 
wag my desire that all the eanue rere 


such an arrangement in handling goods 
_ coming through the Customs. As the 
item stands, these goods, when not contain- 
ing wool or silk, are dutiable at 20 per 
cent., 25 per cent., and 35 per cent., 
oy whereas, when containing wool or silk, 

_ they are dutiable at 35 per cent., 40 per 
__—eent., and 50 per cent. I have spoken to 
ie, on. Minister (Mr. Greene) in regard to 
ae pace matter, and would like him shortly 
to explain the position. | 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [3.32 ].—Honor- 
able members will find that, throughout 
the Tariff, a certain rate of ‘duty i is pro- 
vided in the case of articles not containing 
wool or silk, and another rate of duty for 
articles containing wool or silk. That is 
the rule adopted in this item, and again 
in item 121. Serviettes and handkerehiets 
are not included in sub-item a. They come 
under separate duties, the reason being 
_ that we want to prevent them coming in 


mt ing work may be done here. 
Item agreed to. ° 
Item 121— 


° .° * 5 2 


Cage CS) Curtain clips, bands, loops and holders, 
_ blind tassels and acorns, ad val., British, free; 
_ intermediate, 5 per cent. ; general, 10. per cent. 


Mr. GREENE eT endo Miniater 
ve ‘Trade and Customs) [3. 35 |. —lI pro- 
ae ‘pose to move to omit the word “ acorns.’ 
These acorns are small wooden articles 
“which are now being turned out by the 
_ thousand in Australia. It is unnecessary 
_ for them to remain in this item. I there- 
fore move— 
That the following words be added after sub- 
‘item B:—“ And on and after 28th May, 1921, 
(8) Curtain clips, bands, loops and holders, 
and blind tassels, ad. val., British, free; inter- 
_ mediate, 5 per cent.; general, 10 per cent.” 
_ Amendment agreed io. . 
Item, as amended, agreed to. 
ay Item 122 (Articles n.e.1.), item. 123 
_ {Waddings and cotton wool n.e.i., é&e.). 
item 124 (Braids, &c.), item 125 (Felt 
for making polishing pads), and item 
126 (Saddlers’ webs), agreed to. 
item 127— 
Hop cloth, filter cloth for mines and oil mills, 


ad val., British, free; intermediate, free; gene- 
ral, 10 per cent. 


Mr. GREENE (ine asad Miniater 


= be very difficult to give ’ effect Hy 


in a finished condition, so that the finish-' 


with other nations, 
the preferential duty should be retained, — 


s for Trade and on B. ae ones oor to put a nae on | Jute piece ae N 


to. ihdads in this ea « pross 
for oil mills.” A question of interpreta- 
tion is involved. We thought that we had 
covered press cloth for oil mills by the 
reference to “filter cloth,” but we find 
that that is not a filter cloth. We want 
to set out clearly in the item what it is 
intended to cover. I therefore move— — 
That the following words be added :-—“ And 
on and after 28th May, 1921, hop-cloths, filter- 
cloth for mines and filter and press cloth for 
oil mills, ad val.,. British and inte aes i 
free; general, 10 per cent.” Sas 
Amendment agreed to. 
Item, as amended, agreed to. = 
Item 128 (Milling silk) : faxes to 
Item 129— 
Hessians and brattice-cloth, jute piece goods, 
bookbinders’ cloth, bunting, free. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
[3.37 ]\-L notice that, under this item, 
bookbinders’ cloth, in respect of which, 
under the old Tariff, there was a preferen- 
tial duty’ of 10 per cent., will come in free. | 
As Great Britain manufactures every kind — 
of bookbinders’ cloth used, or likely to be 
used, in Australia, and is in competition — 
it seems to me that — 


if not increased. The duty of 10 per 
cent. in favour of Great Britain was, I. 
think, fair, In view of the necessity for 
the Old Country developing her indus- 
tries to the fullest extent, in order that 
she may bear her tremendous war debt, ] — 
think that, on every manufactured article 
with which she is able to supply us, and 
which we cannot produce for ourselves, 
we should give her as big a preference 
as posstble. My difficulty is that book- 
binders’ cloth is included with other mate- 
rials in the item, the classification , im 
this case being slightly different from that 
which obtained under the old Tariff. I 
move— Pet 
That the following words be added :—* An L 
on and after alee May, 1921, general, 1d fae 3 
cent,” eh 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond = ane 
for Trade and Customs) [3.89].—I do 
not want to make the whole item dutiabl 
I think the honorable member’s proposal 
could be served by dividing the item into 
sub-items. eee 
Mr. Heoror Lamonp.—I was hop) “ 
that that might be possible. : 
Mr. GREENE\—The reason I mi 
this item free was that I did not 7 
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jute piece goods or hessian come from 
Great Britain. All practically come from 


India, and I thought there was nothing to- 


be cained by having a revenue duty on 
such goods, since they are used in the 
manufacture of bags and sacks. The re- 
venue duty under the old Tariff was really 
a burden on manufacturers who-make up 
these goods, and I, therefore, removed 
them. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—But the position 
ig different so far as bookbinders’ cloth is 
eoncerned, — 

Mr. GREENE.—TI am prepared to deal 
with bookbinders’ cloth. under a separate 
sub-item. 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Then I ask 
leave to withdraw my amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Amendment (by Mr. Grrmnr) agreed 
to— 

That the following words be added :—™ And 
en and after 28th May, 1921— 
(A) Hessian and brattice cloth, jute piece 
goods. Free, 
(gp) Bookbinders’ cloth and bunting, ad 
val.,, British, free; intermediate, 5 
per cent.; general, 15 per cent.” 

‘Ttem, as amended, agreed to. 

litem 180 (Canvas and duck). 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [3.41].—It 
appears to me that there is no reason for 
inserting this item, since the goods re- 
ferred to in it are covered apparently by 
item 105H4, I shall not delay the Com- 
mittee by dealing with the matter at this 
stage, but I ask the Minister to query the 
item, and ascertain later on whether it is 


necessary. I shall place the facts before 
him at a later stage. 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 


for Trade and Customs) [3.43].—IL think 
the reason for this item is that we desire 
to distinguish between canvas and duck 
n.e.i. and canvas and duck waterproof. 

Mr. Grecory.—I will write to the Min- 
ister on this subject. 

Mr. GREENE.—Very well. 

Item agreed to. 

Item 131 (Tents, sails, and flags). 

Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [3.44].— 
This item provides for a duty on flags. 
Why should we impose such a duty? It 
is becoming quite fashionable to indulge 
im flag-waving on Empire Day and other 
occasions, and I think we ought to en- 
eourage the waving and wearing of flags. 


I ask the Minister (Mr. Greene) to give “ 


ws a lead in this matter. Let us show 


ae ENTATIVES | 


“Has the Minister for Trade and Customs — 


shel 


our patriotism by pose for cheap. 
flags. I would have a lot of flags if they 
were cheap, but, unfortunately, they are ~ 
very dear. Why should we place this — 
embargo on their introduction into Aus- . 
tralia? ¥ 
Mr. GREENE (Richmoni—Miniatr ne 
for Trade and Customs) [3.45].—We have — Na ql 
made bunting free. We certainly want to 
have in this country as many Union J aks.” 
as possible, and Union Jacks made nm 
Australia have an additional value. uN ae 
Mr HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) ~ 
[3.46|].—There is a matter with whieh ~ 
I think the Customs Department might 
be, able to deal.. It is very annoying to | 
find so-called, and apparently imported, 
“ Australian flags” being sold that are — 
not Australian flags at all; and I sug- 
gest that the Department should see that — 
flags offered for sale are the real thing, 
and not humorous imitations. ‘There are ~ 
flags now sold in Sydney and Melbourne 
as Australian flags which have eight or ~ 
nine points on the star, and in regard =~ 
to the other stars are incorrect. mia 
Mr, Fotry.—How many points should aes 
there be on the stars? ° oe, 
Mr. HECTOR LAMON D.—The num-= (1.33 
ber of points varies. The interjection re- 
minds me that at a great patriotic demon- 
stration at Kalgoorlie a huge “ Austra-— 
lian, flag,” 12 feet long, -was not really an 
Australian flag, it having the wrong nu 
ber of points on the stars. Seriously, a 
ought to absolutely prohibit the sale of a 
flags which purport to be, but ie ares. 
not, Australian. | 


Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [347]— _ 


(Mr. Greene) “slipped,” (or has he 
arranged for the prohibition of the im-— 
portation of red flags? I suggest to the ~ 
honorable gentleman that if he has © 
“slipped” he may be called to task ~ 
by those ultra-loyal organizations out- 
side. Quite a number of the very 
“micest people” im Sydney are quite ~ 
wroth about the flying of the red flag, 
and urge™ the prohibition of anything 
connected with it; even the loyalty of 
the’ Governor of New South Wales 1B Ce 
suspected because he has not denounced 
the red flag, or done something of the 
kind. Has sub-item 8, dealing with flags 
over 1 foot in length, anything to do with. 
the LOGY orange of ‘the red flag? © 3 


|‘Lariff. | 


Be, Mr. ape What size ay he) red fig? 
a Mr. CONSIDINE.—It¢ is world wide. 
x Mr. Brrt.—The honorable member is 

_ thinking of his own little world! | 
Mr. Hector Lamonp.—There are no 
_ flags of that size imported. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I doubt whether 
the knowledge of the honorable member 
is as wide as the red flag. Within recent 

_ times prohibitions and. conditions have 

_ been imvosed on people who desire to 

_ enter this country. -For instance, Mr. 

| Esmonde was prevented from entering 

_ Australia. . 

Mr. Grezne—What has that to do 
, with the item of flags? 

Mr. CONSIDINE.~-It has a great 
ealto do with flags. I understand that 


‘that gentleman is an adherent of a flag 


' quite different from that which is gene- 
~ rally flown in this country, and he was 
-. prevented from landing because of his 
_ adherence to that other flag. Is it pro- 
- posed that the flag to which “Mr. 
- Esmonde adhered is to be admitted to 
_ the country, while Mr. Esmonde himself 
is prevented? Again, are the people 
who have been so loud in their denuncia- 
- tion of thoge who use the symbol of the 
_ red flag to convey to others their political 
* and economic principles, and in conse- 
- quence are threatened with deportation 
_ from the country, going to admit this 
_ extraordinary “ disloyal” emblem—to use 
the phraseology of my friends opposite? 
I merely ask for information and en- 
 lightenment. 
Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie)  [3.51].— 
There may be something in the conten- 
tion of the honorable member for 
- Barrier \(Mr. Considine), but I-should 
like a fittle enlightenment from that hon- 
- orable gentleman. JI come from-a State 
~ where I have never seen the red flag 
_ flown, nor have I seen flown there the flag 
‘which Mr. Esmonde follows. I should 
_ like some little further Asi he diont on 
_ the subject from the honorable member 
+ for Barrier. 
Item agreed to. 
Item 132 (Diving dresses) agreed to. 
Item 133 (Bags and sacks of calico, 
a &e. ). 
% Mr. 
_[3.53].—According to the information I 
_ have there are 723000,000 corn and flour 
mi bags, agian known. as wheat. sacks, 
3 116 D:, 3 


MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 


[27 ne 1991] ia 


Br, 
yh 


iff 


imported into‘ Australia, and the trouble : 
is that, after importation, they are used 
I think I ought to | 


for other purposes. 
be able to rely on the members of the 
Country party for support when I sug- 
gest that something should be done to 


S735 


stop this practice, though I do not see’ — 


what really could be done unless we 


provided that the wheat sacks should be 


coloured. .There is no reasonewhy there 
should not be grown in Australia all the 
flax necessary for the twine or yarn of 
which these sacks are made. 


Mr. Prowse.—We had better grow nate 
wheat! 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Are we not pretty 


well growing all the wheat we can at te ie 


present time? 
Mr. Psrowsr.—Indeed, we are not! 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Not only in my 


i se 


electorate, but in other electorates, yarn © 


is manufactured, and all the material 


required for these bags could be utilized | Ms 


with the result of providing an enormous — 
amount of employment. Has the Min- 
ister considered the fact that these im- 
ported wheat sacks are used for one 
purposes ? 


Mr. Greenz.—I am otead that ean- 
not be helped. JI do not think we ean 
do anything in the matter. 


Item agreed to. 


Item 134 (Bags, sacks, packs, and bales 
for bran, chaff, &c), and item 135° 
(Accoutrements, ‘buttons, &e., 
and military uniforms), agreed to. 


Progress reported. 
House adjourned at 3.59 p.ma. 
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House of Representatives. _ 


Wednesday, 1 June, 1921. 


Mr. Drpury Spraxrr (Hon. J. ul 


Chanter) took the chair at 3 p.m., snd 


read prayers. 


WESTRALIAN FARMERS 
AGREEMENT BILL itis oe 


Assent reported. 


for naval 


ee ee 


LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 


| Permanent Court or INTERNATIONAL 
JUSTICE, 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Maiuis- 
~ ter for Works and Railways [3.1].—(By 
_leave).—Article 14 of the Covenant of the 
_ League of Nations provides for the estab- 
- lishment of a permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice. At the first session of 
‘the Assembly of the League of Nations 
- held in Geneva in November and Decem- 
ber of last year a Statute providing for 
- the constitution and jurisdiction of the 
~ Court was agreed to unanimously. A 
- protocol was dr awn up providing for the 
"acceptance by the members of the League 
of the Statute and: the jurisdiction of 
the Court. This protocol has already 
been signed by the whole of the British 
Dominions which are members of the 
- League, other than Australia, and the 
Government have now decided to 
‘authorize the Prime Minister to sign 
the protocol on behalf of Australia, and 
to request His Majesty, after the proc- 
tocol has been so signed, to ratify it. 
The acceptance of the jurisdiction of 


the Court does not extend to the ac- 


eeptance of the compulsory jurisdiction 
provided for in the second paragraph of 
ee Article 36 of the Statute. 


NEW GUINEA COMMISSION. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Has the Acting 
Prime Minister received a reply to the 
radios he has been sending to German 
New Guinea during the past fortnight 
in the endeavour to. get into touch with 
the missing expedition ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—No tale has 
yet been received. The Administrator 
of the Territory is endeavouring to get 
- into touch with the expedition, but has 
~ not yet been able to do so. 


Mr. James Pacz—Stop their supplies Us 


| ‘and you will soon hear from them. 


| MILITARY, MENTAL PATIENTS. 


Mr. ISTER—I ask the Minister 


_ representing the Minister for Repatria- 
tion whether on the ¥7th April. last 
_ twenty patients in the mental ward at 
No. 16 Australian General Hospital, 

Mont Park, were ordered to be trans- 
ferred from that hospital and to be re- 
ui ah hee ten into the 


has eats himself in these 


Kew Lunatic 


into the | 
Tf 80, 


Asylum and _ ten 
Lunatic Asylum? — 


be so .transferred and to be 80 ‘re 
into the said asylums? ‘Who signe 
The. Mi 


reason For the tranekene 


as they might be. oe 
Mr. RODGERS No irsuster of 
military mental case from Mont Park h: 
taken place at the direction of the Con 
monwealth Government or of a C 
monwealth Minister; but if the honorab 
member will put his questions on tl 
notice-paper I shall answer them 
detail to-morrow. 


BUILDINGS AT CANBERRA. — 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—Have ies 
the Canberra Hostel and ' Conver 


Minister? If so, when will the righ 
honorable gentleman be prepared to make 
a statement to the House of Beek : nals 
tions about them? | 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. s ae oe 
ceived the plans referred to. They 
more likely to have been received by 
Minister for Works and Railways (M 
Groom). No decision has yet been a 
rived at concerning the neck 
ferred to. 


PAPER. 


face of the 
Committee on Public Works. | 


Ordered to be eh 


‘Sir JOSEPH - Cook (Parra 
ing Prime Minister and cree L 
—(By leave) —I move— ae 

That leave of absence for one month 
given to the honorable member. for Ben 
(Mr. Hughes) on the ground of aS pu 
business. Z 


| he you have the Derethy of the 
tire ‘Chamber j in the oo are through 


Chanter) —I thank you, Mr. aoa 
me Minister, and the members of the 
use, for your kind sympathy. The 


Very heavy one; but God’s will be done. 
Question haselyed | in the affirmative. 
_ Mr. RYAN (West. thand [3.9 t (By 
_ teave) pe mOvee oh 


iven ‘to the honorable edi a) for Yarra (Mr. 
a udor) on the ground of ill-health. 


7 “join with the Acting Prime Minister 
. offering to you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
behalf of the Opposition, our sincere 


ee in’ your recent bereavement. 
) JOSEPH ¢ COOK tas 


ke to join in the ie e expressed b 

the J pe <p Mi 
pposition may soon be restored to 

I understand he is paying a visit 
if Rabaul, and I have already placed my- 
i self a fe 
trator, informing him that Mr,.Tudor is 
a and askihe him to facilitate his 
1 every possible way. 

EPUTY SPEAKER.—1I nee 

rable member for West Sydney 

one remarks. 


have eh, Son by his Down to 
vestigate the claim made by Dr. Spah- 
inger, a Swiss bacteriologist, that he has 
peorcres a serum en the treatment of 


cae Government in. 


orable. member that the Leader. 


communication with the Adminis- 


ae | to. the 


matter. 


ae Msn h eee 


te 


ait % 


a War Galineh and in vie 
ther, of the fact that the Prime Mi 
of Australia (Mr. Hughes) 

that such a possibility would nO 
within the scope of the work of the Oo 


be eood enowgh to make a statement 
to whether the agenda of the Imp 
Conference ‘includes a discussion of 
chica 


able to state, te the moment, what is con- 
tained in the agenda-paper of the I 
perial Conference. All I can say abow 
the Imperial War Cabinet is this: It was 
an institution of the greatest possible us 
fulness during the war, all the Dominions — 
being taken into the confidence of — 
Imperial Government. I cannot cone 


of anything more useful than a repetition 


of those Conferences, so long as care 18 


taken that they are on the same plan, a 
have in view the same objective, as the — 
War Cabinet, which I was Msg 4: 
attend. 
Mr, Mariews.—It sounds a bit a 
gerous; the thin.end of the wedge. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Not in 
slightest degree dangerous, but full 
possibilities for good to Australia and 
the Dominions. | 


CENSUS. 
Mr. RILEY. —Is the Minister rep 


senting the Minister for Home and T 


ritories yet prepared to make a stateme 
as to the result of the census ‘taken 
throughout Australia ? 


nt WISE. —No: 


8138 


_ whether the papers relating to the intern- 
ment of Mr. Gus Dehle, of Hobart, will 
be laid on the table of the Library ? 
- Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I cannot 
_ pay, but I shall look into the matter. 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 
2 Woot Marker Depression. 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER —1I have 


received the intimation from the honor- 
able member for Darling (Mr. Blakeley) 
_ that he intends to move the adjournment 
of the House to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, viz., ‘‘ The 
depression of the wool market, and mat- 
ters in connexion therewith.’’ 

Fave honorable members having risen 
im their places, 

Question proposed. . 

Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [3.17]—It 


is only because of the outcome of the de-" 


putation to the Acting Prime Minister 
(Sir Joseph Cook) the other day that I 
am moving the adjournment of the House 
in regard to this matter. The position of 
the graziers in New South Wales, and in 
_ the central western portion particularly, 
is such as to cause genera] uneasiness, not 
only in that district, but in other parts 
of the Commonwealth as well; for, while 
_that portion of New South Wales is feel- 
ing the depression particularly, many 
other important districts of Australia are 


in exactly the same position owing to the | 


fact that the Associated Banks have not 
only refused further cash advances to 
graziers, but have asked them to reduce 
their overdrafts. 
action on the part of the Commonwealth 
Government because the situation is the 
outcome of war conditions, and therefore 
is national in character. The Acting Pre- 
mier. of New South Wales (Mr. Dooley) 
has been endeavouring to make some ar- 
rangement whereby the graziers in the 
districts affected may be able to stock up 
their holdings, and thus carry on the in- 
dustry, thereby creating that wealth 
which is so necessary for “the progress of 
the Commonwealth. The paralysis, so 
far as the wool market is concerned, is 
due to the fact that at present the people 
of Europe are unable to buy our raw 
materials, and apparently they will not 
_be in a position to do so until some sys- 
tem of international credit can be ar- 
ranged. I have no doubt that, under the 


Adjournment {REPRESENTATIVES.] 


_ plant, which is a not inconsiderable item. 


The position ealls for’ 


area 


a 
oe katy 
Bawra scheme, Sdusidueaties relief will 


experienced, bul: uniwesamore credit cat 
be established, our raw materials will be 
sold at considerably below their true mar 
ket value. In the districts to which’ 

refer, the central and central-west of 
New South Wales, I have particulars of 
forty-three cases of graziers—and these. 
may be regarded as representative of t the 
whole. of those engaged in the indu 


try throughout Australia — and 
find that the amounts advanced by | ™ 
the banks represent 33 per cent A 


against, the land, and only 27 per cent. ~ 
against land, stock, and unsold wool. — 
The outstanding debts. average about 3 
per cent. of the present assets, Thus ¢ 
banks have advanced about 38 per cent. ~ 
against the land itself, and only 27 per | 
cent. against land and stock, excluding 


The advances are on a very conservativ 
basis, whereas the small land-holders fin 
it impossible to stock up unless they a 
advanced up to 50 per cent. 


The number of sheep gras in N 


years, a very disquieting fact hee | 
takes into consideration the grasses 2 
herbage available. On the other ha 


cattle, and they can be bought y 
cheaply; but if those who are anxious © 


banks, or do not receive “symfaeee ¢ 
treatment from the Commonwealth 
vernment, that stock must remain | 1a 


instead of producing wealth, The is. i 
only the Brazicrs who are held up. 


to go slow because of lack of funds” w h 
which to pay wages to those who might 
otherwise be engaged in ploughing t 
land. The position is clearly set out 
a schedule of forty-three cases which © 
been prepared, from which I shall tak 
few items indiscriminately, ©, 


In this schedule, sheep are valued 


cattle at £6 per head, and wool at £10 pe 
bale. The valuation is indeed conserv 
tive. | 

Case 43 is that of a settlement 4 Se 
§,289 acres worth £1 per acre. a , 


173 sheep 1 aed: at iba: ae Weaa. Other : 


ih assets consist of two- horses worth £8 
eee and unsold wool valued at £210. 
The total assets amount to £6,395. The 
banks have advanced £1,010, and this 
grazier’s outstanding debts are covered 
by another £516, but he wants a further 
£1,500 to enable him to stock up. He 
has been absolutely refused any further 
“advance. Indeed, he has been asked to 
_Teduce his overdraft. _ 


. ie. wes rahe bank £2,226, and his 
ae debts amount to "£200, but he 

3 further £1,200. to a Peg ES 
He has been refused any 


iM ise No. 3 refers to 6,000 acres of 


sonditional purchase and Crown _ lease 


and valued at £1 10s. per acre, or a total 
is worth | 


value of £9,000. The stock 
£1,500, and the unsold wool £300, The 
total psdets are £10,800. There are no 


et lay 


outstanding debts... 


properly the holder requires a further 
£1,500. However, the security is not re- 
| garded as good enough, and the bank will 
advance him nothing further. 
- Case No. 4 is that of freehold, condi- 
“tional purchase, ‘and Crown lease land, 
: _ comprising 2,710 acres worth £2 10s. per 
acre. The foie) value is £6,775. Ewes 
and lambs are worth £600, cattle £200, 
and horses £70. The total value of assets 
is £7,545, on which a bank has advanced 
52,800. The holder, however, requires 
nother £1,000 to enable him to stock up, 
ut his. bank | has absolutely refused to 
ve him any further assistance. 
Case No. 5 refers to freehold, condi- 
onal purchase, and “Grown lease land, 
‘comprising 9,612 acres. 
land is: worth £2 10s. per acre, and is 
paid up to £1 5s. per acre. The condi- 
tional purchase land is worth £1 10s. per 
acre. The total value of the holding is 
£13,400. The stock is valued at £6 O75, 
and wool unsold is worth £930, The total 
issets are valued at £20,405, on which 
_ £6,700 has been advanced, but the owner 
has been asked to reduce. his overdraft. 
This he-cannot do. As a matter of fact, 


capacity, 


property properly. 
He has no Biol is no. 
Indeed, he has been asked to reduce 


dividual. 


‘A bank has advanced 
£4,500, hut in order to stock the land. 


‘Bawra with the 


The Frecliotl . 


es more ca ital i in order to ie 


Case No. 7 is that a Gcsan ee h 
on which all conditions have been f 
filled, and the property is now converti 
to a frechold. It comprises 4,647 aer 
worth, at £1 per acre, £4,647. The shee 
are worth £450, and the unsold woo 
valued at £110. The total value of 
assets is £5,607. The bank advance - 
£15185, and ‘the outstanding debts amou 
to "£110, but the holder requires a further — 
£1,100 to enable him to stock up his 
He has been absc 
lutely refused any further assistance 


overdraft as’soon as possible. 

The Associated Banks have got cold 
feet, or they are .in such a position | 
through carrying the importers that they. 
cannot advance further capital to any in 
It is beyond doubt that th 
grazing industry is perfectly solvent, b 
cause against the whole of the. assets im) 


the forty-three cases in this list, which: ar 


an average of conditions 


that apply 
throughout Australia, the ave 


banks 


only advanced up to 27 per cent. of. the 


value of the stock and land, exclusive 0 
plant. The whole of this information has 


been laid before the Acting Prime Min- 


ister (Sir Joseph Cook), who has _ pro- 
mised to interview the Associated Banks 
The deputation placed before the righ 
honorable gentleman the following pro 
posals, which he Side not see his way t 
accept :-— : 


1. That the Federal Government approac 
object of stabilizing th 
value of wool included in the free wool a 
present held, and the clip of 1921-1922, b 
guaranteeing a flat rate of 10d. per lb. (which 
was the average price for. a series of years 


prior to appraisement scheme, on which th 
flat rate of 153d. was based), 


and paying f 
the free wool immediately, and the wool 
1921-22 on receipt of same in store aiter 
praisement. 

2. That the Federal Government oe es 
the position of gragiers generally by creati 


a credit with the Associated Banks by the issue 


of notes, such notes to be redeemed wi 
three or five years. The credit so establish 
to be used in the following manner:— + 
". » (a) Advances to be thade on the seduri yo 
of lands to an aggregate. inel 
amounts already advanced by? 
not exceeding 65 per cent. of the v 
of the land. The Government to 
“eept declarations from bank 
gers as to present day values 
_ properties held as security, 


Ae “moneys. SO. atvaneed to ae on separ 
rate accounts, and not to be used in aR ey we Mm to. renee 
reduction of existing overdrafts. 


2 

(0) ‘Advances up to 100 per cent. of value by floods and the depression of 

Mec of certificates issued for wool ap- market caused by international ¢ 
ieee on flat rate of 10d. per lb. tions, should not be forced off hi 


Under this it would be ey for because of temporary — tightness - oO: 
all wool to be appraised by Bawra, 
and certificates issued (similarly to money market or pani¢ on the part 


"Wheat Pool) for the value of the bankers. The schedule which has be 
clip. filed deals with forty-three cases, in 


The graziers, who are in bad circum- : 
neces, do not demand that the flat rate tion of properties is about twelve 
should. be 10d. per lb., but they do say old. The properties have not bee 
that some rate should be fixed which Valued in the meantime, although, a 
would provide them with some money ™any instances, the value ‘of the the. poo 
with which to carry on. — ‘completely altered. Many of th 


3. Alternatively to resolution 2, if the pro- 
posal for establishing credit by.issue of notes the titles have been converted. 
oe not favoured, that the Federal Govern- £6,00 which might have been zn 
ment arrange a short-dated Joan in London to wo 
stabilize the position of graziers generally, the 
whole of the money so raised to be made avail- 
able for the Banks’ use, for advances as pro- 
ed for in resolution 2 (a) and (b). 
4. Should the foregoing proposals be ac- 
d, it is necessary for immediate action, 
| that the Government, instead of creating 
resh Department for the management of the 


3 nag een and is as valiniae to- da a 
b ness, appoint a committee of business Q i . a 


4 
men. in each State to act as a sort of Board was two J CATS ASO a 


of Directors to pass advances, and, if neces- ay ae 
sary, arbitrate in the event of any differences — eae BLAKELEY. i say “tha be 


arising regarding valuation of properties, &c. 
Rea It is further proposed that a conference 


be called with representatives of the Associated purchase blocks and Crown. arene 
Banks, the Chairman of Bawra, and represen: 


tatives of the graziers to fully go into the mat- been converted, and conditions h ps 
ters raised by the deputation. , fulfilled which make the land consi 


Personally I do not take any responsi- 
. bility for the suggested note ade - the Se aa sees 
short- dated loan in London. I believe °°?” Hut imiamgias ie 
there is sufficient credit in Australia to ae ! Te pete us ah so mn 
support men who are absolutely solvent, fer it ohn Higgs ti 
and require only a little temporary as- Bawra, attended the dépiteays 
sistance in order that they may re-stock waited upon the Acting Prime 
their land and carry on until they have 20d we suggested to. him. that 
sold their wool, or until such time as the 
‘wool position is eased. Whilst the Acting wool. T am a frank advocate of the pe 
Prime Minister may be opposed to any ing system; but Sir John Higgins 
further inflation of the note issue, and will " 
‘not entertain the suggestion for a short- were prepared to go into the ee 
dated loan in London, he should, at least, could | do nothing, . whilst the 
Nee make some arrangement with the fee 
- giated Banks whereby they will not fore- compel slorow to nlneel the 
lose on small land-holders. It has been in the Pool. If the wool-grower 
suggested by. representatives of the As- come together. and enlarge the | 
an Banks that it is not their inten- of Bawra, sO that that body could est 
credits and pay on appraisement, ¢ 
done during the war, the situation ¥ 
be considerably relieved. < el a ; 
the sos avian ‘is so. BO tha 


os Toe, 1921. ay 


i Baas 
t well? 


Mr. BLAKELEY. matt arould, 


iy selling of their products 
- marketing them through agents. 
* Dalgety & Co., Dreyfus & Co., 
‘other big wool-broking _ firms. 
ye yoolgrowers and the 
could market their 


own products, 


holders and holders of free wool. 
& enlarging their business. 


” they shall so expand their business. 


_ tralia—so much time, 


from their small holdings. 
Minister of South Africa 


pie 
fe: 


Minister (Mr. Hughes). 


(28th May :— 


Before sailing for London this afternoon the 
- Prime Minister made a statement on the wool 
ne position before the Assembly. He said that 
the Government had been negotiating for the 


sale of the new clip to the British Government, 
bunt had found difficulties. 


made advances on wool. 


accept 63 per cent. 


for too much. 


healer TLoutee hog honorable 
P aher apply’ that vata to wheat as 


it When 

hundreds of thousands of men are produc- 
ing the same article, they should come to- 
gether as a co- operative society for the 
instead ‘of 
like 
and 
The 
wheat-growers 


and thereby eliminate the middlemen. 
_ If the wool-growers establish their pool- 
1 i" ing system they will be in a very much 
better position than they are to-day. 
There is no difference between Bawra 
There 
- will-be involved merely thé: matter of 
M It will be for 
_wool-growers generally to say a, 
ie ut 
- it will take time to inaugurate a scheme 
to pool the whole of the wool of Aus- 
indeed, that those 
_ who are being forced by the banks to-day 
would probably find themselves removed 
The Prime 
! (General 
Smuts) adopted a totally different atti- 
tude from that of the Australian Prime 
I. quote the 
following cablegram from Capetown pub- 
lished in the Sydney Daily Telegraph of 


i ear 
Queensland. 


_chens and give out charity doles. 


He was not sure 
- whether it would succeed, and, therefore, in 
view of the financial situation, the Govern- 
“ane had come to the conclusion. that it would 
be necessary to assist the producers to revive 
the scheme in operation before the war, where- 
_ by the banks, with a Government guarantee, 


General Smuts said that the wool and mohair 
farmers would be entitled to an advance of 
up to 50 per cent. on pre-war prices, which 
_ would enable them to tide over the financial 
s depression. The Prime Minister praised the 
liberality of the banks, whichehad agreed to 
interest. He has im- 
pressed on the banks the grave necessity, owing 
to the present crisis, of not contracting credit 


‘ Apparently, just what took place in 
: South Africa i in the matter of the banks 
| egrCIne ane has | occurred in Aus- 


Depression. 


alia The Government can imme — 
diately relieve the situation here if they _ 
desire. This is an absolutely solvent in= 
dustry requiring, perhaps, not more than 
a couple of millions sterling by way of. 
necessary advances to those who are in 
need.. It would be an easy matter to 
authorize the Commonwealth Bank— 
which would act in conjunction with the 
Associated Banks—to establish a credit 
which would permit these people to stock 
up and carry on. If some such assistance 
is not granted the present condition of un- 
employment throughout Australia. must 
become considerably more acute. In 
New South Wales there are between 
10,000 and 15,000 men out of work. The 
position in Victori ia is just as bad. In 
South Australia there are some 5,000. 
men out, and there is unemployment in 
Australia, Tasmania, — and 
The shearing season is ap 
proaching, but, unless the industry 1is— 
stabilized, quite a number who, ordi- 
narily, would employ: labour for shearing 
will not be in a position to do so. Some 
people believe, by the way, that the best — 
way, if not the only way, to relieve the — 
present situation is to establish soup kit-_ 
The | 
whole of the pastoral workers will be — 
affected by the situation as it develops. 
That will entail an immediate reaction | 
upon country storekeepers, whose posi. 
tion, in turn, will react on city ware 
houses, and, eventually, the trouble wil 
all come back to the banks. I ask the 
Acting Prime Minister if he will not take 
immediate steps to see that some relief is 
eranted. It is only a matter of consul 
tation with the Associated Banks, firs 
to ask them to withdraw the notices 
which they have issued. ( 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. ot 
M. Chanter)—Order! The honorable 
member’s time limit has been reached. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Ac - 
ing Prime Minister . rer 
[3.46].—I have not much that is fresh to 
say upon this matter. The honorabl 
member the other day introduced a dep: 
tation to me, sae was representative 


in dire Epa { oir 
proposals, however. tld thie oo 
tion ero that i would: not have 
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anything to do with the: schemes pro- 
pounded tome. I said I would not at- 
tempt to give them credit in the shape of 
further inflation of the currency to the 
extent of £10,000,000, as the deputa- 
tionists suggested. T pointed out that 
that would not help them at all, but 
would only aggravate their difficulties. I 
told them I was quite unable, even if IL 


were willing, to get them a loan of - 


~£5,000,000 in London at present. Just 


- now, nearly all the States are asking for 


lean money in London, and we our- 
selves need it—if we can get it—from 
that same source. Then there is the 
other proposal of the deputation, namely, 
that woo] should be stabilized for two 
years by establishing a reserve price of 
10d. per lb. on wool imstead of 8d., as has 
already been agreed to. There may be 
"some possibility of relief in that direc- 
tion. Sir John Higgins invited these 
wool people to come into Bawra and avail 
themselves of the privileges which Bawra 
offers. Really, I think that that was 
good advice. Instead of this matter 
being brought before Parliament, as it 
has been to-day, and instead of the Go- 
vernment being asked to acquiesce in 1m- 
possible schemes, it would be wiser to look 
a little nearer home and face the actual 
causes of the whole trouble. The honor- 
able member for Darling (Mr. Blakeley) 
stated just now that these. valuations, 
which showed such tremendous margins, 
were the valuations of twelve years ago. 
_ He left it to be inferred that the price of 
land in the districts indicated was very 
much higher to-day than it was then. But 
the contrary is the case. I understand 
that land in those parts is not now worth 


in some cases half what it was twelve 


years ago, 
Mr. Buaxetzy. — The Minister does 
not know what he is talking about. | 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. — I do! I 
would remind the honorable member that 
some of the causes of the trouble which 
is coming upon the people in whom he is 
interested are due to certain things which 
have been done and said in respect of 
land-owners by both the Queensland and 
New South Wales Governments. 
Mr. Rirxy— What are those things? 


- Sir JOSEPH COOK.—By a certain 
proposal of the New South Wales Go- 
-vernment, the values of these lands have 
been “written down. This has been 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] _ 


(Formal): g 


brought about specifically. fhe te 
Government saying they would compul- 
sorily resume holdings, and give ; 
owners .bonds bearing ad. per cent. 
terest. 
Mr. James Pacr.—This is somethi 
new. JI have not heard of it before. ~~ 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Heard of what? — 
Mr, James Pace.—Resuming land an 
issuing bonds. ee 
Mr. Warr.—A Bill was prepared. » a 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That is the pro- 
posal of the New South Wales Govern-_ 
“ment, and I believe a Bill was introduced — 
into Parliamént. 
Mr. James Pace.—Give us one instance 
.In which it has been done. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—They ane nae 
done it, because they could not get th 
Bill througlt. They are threateming® 
pass it next session. ; 
Mr. BraKxetzy.—It has not had F 
effect upon land values which thé rig 
honorable gentleman indicates. We 
Mr. James Pace.—The Acting Priva it 
Minister may speak of South Australia ~ 
and New South Wales, but that is nob 
the position in Queensland. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am rofeemnen 
to New South Wales, and did not mentio 
Queensland. The fact is that honorab 
members opposite, and the parties wit 
which they are associated, are responsible 
for writing down the values of thos 
lands, and it is time they began to Tecog- > 
nise that the chickens are coming home | 
to roost. We sympathize with those who 
are the victims, but henorable members 
opposite and their political friends are 
causing many of the troubles with wh 
the graziers are confronted. They are 
also largely responsible for the attitude « 
the banks, wha see their securities becor - 
ing less valuable. ‘hee 

Mr. James Pacre.—The 
knows ae that is not true. 


Treasu 


true. 
Mr. 
incorrect. 


“Sir JOSERH COOK.—The honorable 
member and his supporters know th 
contracts made with the leaseholders i 
Queensland have been interfered wit! 
and that trouble has arisen in conseque 
of Aap action, which has ee: 


and’ in. Australia. a cannot 


both ways. Honorable. members cannot 
go out with predatory intent against these 
institutions, and then ask them to be 
_more liberal than ever. | 
a blinking our eyes at the situation. Per- 
a -sonally, T have the greatest possible sym- 
pathy with those men who are struggling 
to keep their holdings, and who cannot 
secure the necessary accommodation from 
the banks. 
Mr. Gass. —The Acting Prime Minister 
ae endeavouring to make political capital 
out of it. That is the extent of his sym- 
Paathy. 
is Sir JOSEPH COOK.—T shall leave it 
at that. In all the districts referred to 
by the honorable member for Darling 
(Mr, Blakeley), he and those with whom 
he is associated are helping these unfor- 
_ tunate people by submitting a new log for 
_ shearers which 1 is going to add a great deal 
to the graziers’ costs. I do not “know the 
a _ exact figures, but I believe it will mean a 
_ very great increase in the cost of produc- 
tion as compared with what it was before. 
On the one hand, there is a proposal which 
“means more costly production by increas- 
ing the log rates, and, on the other a re- 
- guest for financial assistance. Even the 
honorable member who submitted the 


motion will agree that that additional ex- | 


eee cannot. be overcome by the in- 
_ troduction of machinery, or ae of 
the kind. 
Mr. BLAKELEY. —They ee no sheep 
toa shear. 
up. ; 
_ * Sir JOSEPH COOK.—If they have no 
_ sheep to shear, will Bawra stabilizin g the 
_ wool position help them ? 
MP Braxerry.—I am _ speaking of 
some cases where they have no sheep to 
vi ‘shear. 
Maire ss ahr) OSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
fi Merion knows that very many have stock, 
and those who are in trouble are entitled 
to the keenest sympathy the Government 
ean give them. 


Mr. Laverne They want more than 
- sympathy. bi 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —If the honor- 
fault member knows how to assist them, 
he should help. JI am confessing that I 
-eannot give en ne assistance they re- 
A ATES ae it . ’ 


ro 


a eis Than, the ca honor- 


‘ger Meas eo Siac 


It is of no use: 


They require .money to stock . 


Sir JOSEPH - COOK. If we fr ae 
signed, a Government might be returned — 
that would repeat the actions of the 
Queensland and New South Wales Go-. 
vernments, which would make en 
great deal worse. | Wy 

“Mr. Lavette.—Why not assist ‘the 
graziers as you did the wheat farmers 
little while ago? i 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—AII that + : 
do will be done. I trust the. banks wil 
be as lenient as possible. The policy o 
the banks throughout the world at the 
present time is to draw in as much as. 
they can in the interests of their own 
solvency and financial stability. Wel 
have to meet the conditions that are upon 
us, and the honorable member for Darling 
str essing the so-called liberality of the 


y 


South African banks does not help 
the position. He indorses all that 
General Smuts said concerning ‘the’ 


liberality of South African banks, who 
are only charging 6% per cent. He 
praises the action of the South African. 
banks, and denounces that of the banking 
institutions here who are financing many 
important undertakings for us at 6 PF 
cent. 

Mr. Braxerey.—They are not charg 
ing the graziers 6 per cent. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is quite the 
fashion to look abroad and praise every- 
thing but what is taking place here. The 
banks are erase our wheat for 6 per 
cent., as against 63 per cent. which is ~ 
being charged in South Africa, and whieh — 
the honorable. member praises with sO 
much gusto. 

Mr. Braxrerry.—I praised Genera 
Smuts, who looked’at the matter in 
proper way. 4 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honest 
member quoted the South African Prime 
Minister, and said that the test of that 
liberality was to be found in the fact tha 
advances were being made at 6} per cent. 


interest. I say, in reply to ‘that, that 


prises are being financed by the hanes a i 


Australia for 6 per cent. ON va 
Mr. James Pacun.—To what is t at 
due? es 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I hones 
lieve it is due to the desire on the part 
of the banks to. see this country through 
its troubles, and to yee secure. he : 


sg ST 


a Basnoral stability of this land. I know 
fof no other reason. } 
Mr. J. H. Cartrs.—The Common- 
wealth Bank has kept the interest down. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The Common- 
wealth Bank of itself could not keep the 
interest down; but it has added its quota. 
We owe.a ereat deal to the liberality of 
the banks of Australia for standing by 
--us in our troubles and financing our en- 
_ terprises to the fullest extent. : 

_. Mr. Wesr.—They are heat their 
he interests. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. hoe course hoy 


are. ‘They may conserve their interests 
and at the same tim@render a great ser- 
vice to this country. 
Mr. James Pace—lIf the country goes 
down, the banks go also. — - 
) Sir JOSEPH COOK.—If the country 
goes down, we all go down in red raw 
ruin. But the country is not going down. 
‘We are getting through our difficulties as 
well as any country on God’s earth. 
Mr. Grecory.—No. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That 

_ impression.. I desire to say finally that 
all I can do to assist, those men who are 
struggling under adverse circumstances 
will be done. We are all in trouble, 
and may well sympathize with each 
other, without the gibe about no one 
wanting merely sympathy. Of course, 
these people want cash if they ean get it, 
but, unfortunately, it is not available. 
Every day I am being asked for millions. 
_ There seems to be a desire on the part of 


| 


every State in the Commonwealth to rush - 


to the Federal Government for financial 
"assistance. 
Mr. Wart.—Not every State, but a 
good man 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member’s State has done very well, as he 
“knows. 
Mr. Warr.—yYes, by itself. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—And out of the 
«Commonwealth Government, too. 
Mr. Warr.—wNo. 
sir JOSEPH COOK.—It has had a 
‘very good whack out of everything that 
‘has been going. 


Mr. Warr.—That is the only mistake - 


‘the right honorable gentleman has made 
‘in his speech. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1 only wish to ~ 
“ say, about the State to which the honor- 


4, a as ey : bs fi yy Pat f. 
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caption a is an idle waste of time. 


is my. 


‘ber 


(Forital) ma 


able member refers that it is a a ma 
and a very easily governed little State 
It is well governed, but it is very hi 
favoured, and I am afraid that the peopl 
of it are sometimes apt to overlook the tr 
mendous difficulties involved in the — 
vernment and development of remote « 
tricts of the big States of the Union. 
My, Braxerey.—Will the right honor? 
able gentleman tell us what he is going 
to do about the request that has b n 
made? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1I told the h : 
orable member on Friday what Iw s 
going to do. ; 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon, J. M 
Chanter).—Thé honorable gentleman’s 
time has expired. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I want tos 
further, that I think the moving of t Ss 
I think 
that after the arrangements that were 
made, and my statement that I would try 
to do aha T could for the honorable mem 
ber, it is a waste of time for him 
come here and ventilate the matter tc 
day, when to-morrow is Grievance Day 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—I- 
already reminded the honorable Seton oi 
that his time has expired. ‘ 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I shall do my 
best for these people in the direction Ti 
have capabal ie Neth 


lies i in the fact that it gives. some 
dence that the honorable member 
Darling (Mr. Blakeley) has realized t 

great importance of the pri in us 


the adjournment of the House was ‘moved 
to Cpt the close down of be 


ce ; 
directed stteation to the finan 
stringeney as it affects those conce: 
in the pastoral industry. ne 

Mr. Braxetey.—The honorable m 


Mr. 
ereat extent, their difficulties are he 
the same conditions. The honorable me: 
ber has informed us to-day that . 
South Wales has 14,000,000 less” 
than she had formerly, and that 1 
at Usage, a low Pree a Woot ani 


should fae us realize that we - need to 
be very careful of the paths we tread in 
future. We have been very careless in 
~ the. past, and there is grave danger for 
phe: future, unless we mend our ways. 
_ This is naturally a time of financial strin- 
me gency, but, as has been pointed out by 
the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Gook), that 
stringency must be accentuated by the 
‘class of legislation introduced into the 
‘New South Wales Parliament only re- 
cently, and the threat that that legislation 
he is to be brought forward again. 
i Mr. Parxrr Motonzy.—To what 
Peclation does the honorable member 
; : refer! 
Mr. GREGORY. OE ition affect- 
one the land laws. . 
Mr. Parker Motonzy. — What is 
_ wrong with the land proposals ? 


ae 


Obes memory. 

Mr. Parxer MoroXry.—Then it is not 
fair of the honorable member to mention 
ane matter if he cannot substantiate what 

he - ak ae 
‘INET. GREGORY. —] 

> through very carefully. 
“Mr. Parker Motonry.—Will the hon- 
apabls member tell us something in the 


read the 


Bi which he can remember? I donot 
_ think that he has ever read it. 
Mr. GREGORY. — The honorable 


‘member has no right to impute untruth- 
- fulness to me. It is a most discreditable 
exhibition on his part. 

Mr. Parker Motonry.—I have asked 
: the honorable member a fair question. 

- Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
_M. Chanter).—I ask the honorable mem- 
ber for Dampier to resume his seat. I 
. ead to honorable members generally to 
desist from interjection. Each honorable 
member has but fifteen minutes in which 
to address himself to the motion before 
the House, and he should, therefore, be 
heard in silence. 

| Mn, GREGORY. —The Bill referred to 
was specitically brought under my notice 
when visiting the New South Wales Par- 
_liament in November last, and I was sup- 
plied with a copy of it. One particular 
: phase of the legislation to which I refer 
is the compulsory resumption of land and 
payment for it in bonds. If land values 
_ decrease, honorable members must be 
aw 10 financial institut on, which 


Mr. GREGORY. —I could not quote 


Bil 


for the difficulties at present “confronting 


has the people’s money, aug not its own, 
to lend, will, continue to advance the same 
amount upon land, | 
Mr. Bineey oUon whose authowuee 
does the honorable member assume Bisel) 
land has depreciatéd in value? {7° 
Mr. GREGORY.—From letters I bay 
received from leaders of the pastoralists 
and graziers’ organizations in Sydney 
and from long conversations which I ha 
in Sydney in "November and December, I 
learned the difficulties confronting ‘not 
only graziers, but farmers, and was in- 
formed that there had been. a material 
depreciation of land values. hey 
It is impossible for the Commonwealth : 
Government to take action in this matter. 
The financing of the graziers of New 
South Wales is absolutely and wholly a 
question for the State Parliament. It 
would not come within our functions 
under the Constitution. Of course, I am 
aware that the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment might lend money, if they had it, to 
the New South Wales Government; but 
the making of advances to individuals 
must be a State matter. There is one — 
thing about which we should be particu- — 
larly careful when reference is made to 
the Commonwealth Bank, and that is that 
there should be no endeavour. to bring 
political pressure to bear upon the man- 
agement of that Bank. I should like, 
personally, to see some greater perman- 
ency of tenure given to the directorate of. 
the Bank, but there can be no doubt that, 
if it is to be a success, it must be com- 
pletely free from political influence in — 
any shape or form. J cannot entirely 
agree with the Acting Prime Minister 
(Sir Joseph Cook) concerning the reason 


the mining and grazing industries. 

Mr. Stewart.—They will be all righ 
now we have the Tariff. ! 

Mr. GREGORY.—There can be no 
doubt that many of our troubles to-da: 
are due to economic as well as to indus 
trial conditions. Much of the trouble h 
been brought about by Government inter- 
ference. I think that speeches made i. i: 
this motion ne well be made on ne 


Tariff, we are cating it it more difficult ae 
those engaged in the mining, farmin 
and pastoral industries to carry on. For 
the: ae taeet of snot see on ti Tariff | 
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@ 
brought here to-day some particulars con- 
cerning the condition of Argentina. That 
country has not to face the difficulties 
-eonfronting us, as it did not assist in the 
war, and, therefore, has not incurred a 
big war debt. The statement I have be- 
fore me refers to the marvellous progress 
which Argentina has made within the 
past few years. I quote the following :— 

The economic state of Argentina is one of 
veritable prosperity, according to the recent 
report issued by Ernesto Tornquiest and Cia, 
bankers, of Buenos Aires. The abundance of 
cereal production, coinciding with the world- 
wide scarcity, has occasioned keen competition 
among the countries interested in securing a@ 
portion of it for themselves. Contrary to “the 
fears which were at one time., entertained, 
neither unfavorable exchange rates nor high 
prices have proved to be an obstacle in the 
way of the easy sale of the country’s produce 

in general. In consequence, large numbers of 
ships have arrived, and continue to arrive, at 
the various ports, and the country’s foreign 
trade has become enormously active of late... 
Low exchange rates have favoured the caneel- 
lation of mortgages and other debts in Europe, 
and important quantities of bonds of the 
Argentine public debt, Cedulas of — the 
National Mortgage Bank, &c., have been im- 
ported. . Furthermore, subscriptions to loans 
recently floated by the Governments of France 
and Italy reached very high sums in Argen- 
tina. In short, Argentina is passing through 
an epoch of great prosperity, and one which, 
judging by all appearances, is likely to con- 
tinue for some time. 
Mr. James Pacr.—Ever since I can re- 
member the bogy of the Argentine has 
been trotted out before us. We are not 
frightened of the Argentine. 

Mr. GREGORY.—The quotation I 
have made shows that that country is 
making wonderful progress, 

Mr. Corsrr.__In extraordinary  eir- 
cumstances. : 

Mr. GREGORY.—Extraordinary cir- 
cumstances which, in our case, have been 
destroyed by our economic and industrial 
conditions. J think we would be justified 
in giving serious consideration to our 
present industrial laws... When prices 
were soaring in this country, the workers, 
in my opinion, did not receive a fair share 

of the huge profits that were being made. 
IT am anxious that they shall always re- 
ceive fair play; but, having regard to the 
wretched economic position with which 
we are faced—in view of the fact that 
mines are closing down, and that there 
- will be no employment for men in the out- 
back country, the existing condition of | 
_ things must be changed: 


s 


> 


the Land Bill introduced into the Parlia- 


: seated I ek eniy to cite one > clase: 


(Formal): 


Mr. GREGORY.—The honorable mem 
ber is aware of the difficulties unde: 
which pastoralists in his own State labour, 
Working men in’ the out-back districts 
have none of the opportunities for enjoy- ‘ 
ment that offer in our principal cities. 
There are few privileges for the man on ~ 
the land. Taxation, both direct and in- ‘ 
direct, is piled upon him. He has the 
greatest: difficulty in obtaining labour, — 
and his capacity to comply with or a 
tration awards .is altogether different ~ 
from that of the city business man. 

I do not propose to further delay the ~ 
House. This debate, it seems to me, ~ 
can be of little value. since the matters 
complained of do not come within the ~ 
province of this Parliament. The ~ 
Acting | Prime ister (Sir Joseph — 
Cook) has said Rie he would be pleased — 
to consider proposals coming from the © 
Government of New South Wales, and I 
hope he will see how far he can help io 
tide over the present unfortunate position — - 
in which the graziers now find themselves, _ 
It may be possible to do. something to fh 
improve the position, but the remedy lies 
wholly with the Government of New 
South Wales, and cannot be: ironies 
about by any direct action on the Pas of 
this Parliament, be 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Homen BAe 
[4.13].—I do not think that any one will” | 
say that the remarks made by the honor- 
able member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), 
or the utterances of the Acting Prime = 
Minister (Sir Joseph Cook), are likely . 
to help in any way the people on the ~ 
land who, at the present time, are labour- 
ing under serious disabilities. The hon- — 
orable member for Dampier indulged in 
one long tirade against the workers of 

Australia, and was reminded by the hon- s 
orable member for Maranoa (Mr. James © 
Page) that the workers have the Cone ae 
right to live as has any other section of 
ihe community. When he asserted that 


: 
“i 
a 


ment of New South Wales by the State. et 
Government had depreciated land values ; 
im that State, and was making the posi- 
tion of the man on the land extremely 


1991.) 


Depression. 


in ‘the. measure Wile was Meaiealated to 
have such an effect. He was unable to 

do so, and I suggested that he had never 
at seen the Bill. f feel sure that he has not 


a 


- fully ‘considered it. The honorable mem- 
ber said that it provided for the com- 
__ pulsory resumption of land, and that be- 
- eause of that provision it had had the 
effect of depreciating land values in New 
South Wales. In Victoria, where | there 
ig not a Labour Government in power, an 
i Act providing for the compulsory resump- 
tion of estates has been in operation 
for many years. When it was being 
’ passed there was no talk on the part of 
the banking institutions of calling upon 
land-holders or any one else to reduce 
their overdrafts; but because such a mea- 
sure was introduced by-a Labour Govern- 
ment in the New South Wales Parlia- 
_ ment, the honorable member urges that it 
has” “brought about all the difficulties 
under which land-holders in that State 
are labouring to-day. We know, as a 
fact, that it has not done so. The Acting 
f Prime Minister (Sir Joseph Cook): also 
urged that the man on the land ih 
Queensland and New South Wales had 
been subjected to the mest unfortunate 
tig conditions because of legislation passed by 
State Labour Governments. 
“regretted that the right honorable gentle- 
“man was unable to discuss this question 
without introducing party politics. He 
might have well been expected to pro- 
_ pound some scheme to assist the people on 
the land who are in such difficulties to- 
day. Unfortunately he made no such at- 
tempt, but approached the consideration 
of the question from a purely party- 
political stand-point. The right honor- 
able gentleman also made the most, extra- 
ordinary statement that land values in 
- New South Wales were higher twelve 
f months ago than they are to-day. 
Mr. West.—That is quite incorrect. 


_- ment has actually increased prices. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—T shall 


-* made the statement knowing it to be false, 
_. but it certainly is wholly opposed to fact. 
Land values in New South Wales to- 


my, knowledge for the last fifteen years. 
Tf. the right honorable gentleman and the 
honorable member for Dampier really be- 


have very greatly Honretintad: fe invit ite 


It is to be - 


‘which I have referred, and if the fina 


The resumption of land for soldier settle- 


not say that the Acting Prime Minister — 


over, and thus giving an ean 


day areas high as they have been within, 


ie @ that land values i in the Mother: Btate : 


them to seek to purchase land there. i 


they do, they will speedily discover bode 


_they are mistaken. Pre atiiet 


Mr. 8r.iu.-—If land-owners are me 
such a bad time, as we are asked to 
heve, then values must soon decane 

Mr. 
an entirely different matter. 
able member is looking at the ques \ 
from the right point of view. | 


sult of the most disastrous drought e er 
experienced in New South Wales land 
owners there are in difficulties to- day, and 


will certainly. decrease. The ’ pres 
situation.is due to natural causes, and — 
what I might describe as ‘‘ bad luck uy 
rather than to legislation, 

Mr. Gipson.—Those natural -eauisen 
have been operating during the last three 
years, and in that way land Yikes: have 
been depreciated. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —Qui 
sO. 

Mr. Bett.—But the honorable membe j 
said a few moments ago that land values 
in New South Wales to-day were as high 

as they had been for many years. : 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Yes; be. 
cause land-owners who have had to fight 
drought conditions have not yet had pres- 

sure brought to bear upon them by the 
banks. Theytare struggling under serious — 
handicaps due to the natural causes | 


cial institutions call upon them to 2 


duce their Lhe aie pare they, can — ; 


be a i desaleoiatien in land values. 
seasons and not bad legislation are respon 
sible for the present situation. As @ 
matter of fact, the Land Bill to whic ) 
the honorable btenvber for Dampier r 
ferred was not passed. It was withdra 

That Bill was capable of much serv. 


re-introduced, 1 in the hope of doing son 
thing in the direction of cutting up la 
estates of 50,000 and 60,000 acres 


to the assistance which he says is ae Lys) 
Vie a oY ie banking instituti n: 


8748 | ri dati 
Pot he country. He told us that the pas- 
toralists and others have much to thank 
the private banks for; but the right hon- 
orable gentleman did not give credit 
where credit is due. The interest charges 
for the last few years have been compara- 
tively light, owing, to a large extent, to 
the steadying influence of the Common- 
wealth Bank. Before that Bank was in- 
stituted, the interest charges were infi- 
‘nitely higher than they are now. 
Mr. Greson.—Why does the Common- 
wealth Bank not assist these land-holders 
now? 
Mr, 
ready pointed out, 
Bank has done a great deal, but it can- 
not do everything. It could, however, be 
. made capable of doing a great deal more 
if it were-administered by some other Go- 
vernment than the present Government. 
Mr. Brexr.—Political influence! 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Not at 
all. The Commonwealth Bank should be 
capable of exercising all the functions of 
‘a truly national bank, functions which it 
does not now exercise. ‘There is too 
much political control brought to bear, 
and this prevents the Bank? doing what 
a national bank should. ‘Too much 
thought is given by the Government to 
the protection of the private banking 
companies, and, because of that, the Com- 
monwealth Bank cannot perform its pro- 
per functions. If it were allowed to per- 


PARKER MOLONEY.—As al- 


form these functions, the pastoralists and — 


others on the land to-day would not be 
experiencing their present difficulties. 
The national credit of this country could 
be used to a greater extent than it is; it 
was so used during the war period, and 
if can be used in any time of national 
dificulty, The war was a national 
trouble, and, had it continued, we should 
haye had’ to rely on our national credit 
for years to come. It is a hackneyed, 
but nevertheless a true saying, that the 
primary producers are the “backbone of 
the country”; and now they are in diffi- 
culties. If these producers suffer, the 
whole country suffers, and the present is 
a time when the national credit should 
be used to relieve them by means of the 
National Bank. Perhaps it would be too 
harsh to say that the Acting Prime Min- 
ister is preventing that being done by the 
Bank; but there is no doubt that the 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


the Commonwealth : 


“£1,000,000 in. building silos. 


-certain amount of relief, and the New 


(Formal): 


vight honorable gentleman in his pos 
as Treasurer could do something to as st 
it in using the national credit to 
greater extent. I have several letters 1 
my possession from people on the lan 
in New South Wales, and they a: 
typical of hundreds referred to by the 
honorable member for Darling (Mr. 
Blakeley) and others. It: will be ad- 
mitted that the position of New South 
Wales is exceptional. During the last 
four years, that State has suffered more 
from drought and bad seasons than any 
other State of the Commonwealth. 
Mr. Hirx.—What is to prevent the oo 
State Government of New South Wales 
giving those land-holders relief? my 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Com- 
paratively speaking, it is only the other 
day that the State Government did com 
to the assistance of the land-holders; but 
the powers of a State Government are 
nothing in comparison with the powers 
of the Commonwealth Government. As ~ 
a matter of fact, the State: Government big 
borrowed and spent £2,000,000 on the 
relief of the land- holders, £1,000,000 
as a direct contribution, and “another 
That has 
been done by the present State Govern- 
ment during its short period of office, and — 
it is a record unequalled by any other _ 
Government in Australia. | 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—The hon- 
orable member’s time has expired. — © 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Gwydir) [4. 98]. 
——-Honorable members who have spoken 
in opposition to any action being taken 
by the Commonwealth Government do 
not, in my opinion, take a broad enough 
view of the position. Those honorable 
members seem to think that the diff- 
culties referred to are confined to New 
South Wales, but there is evidence that 
they affect Queensland, as well as certain 
portions of Victoria. There is no doubt 
that the State Governments can afford a 


South Wales Government have promise 
to do so, but this industry is a national 
one, extending all over Australia, and 
under the circumstances I submit that_ 
it; is. the duty of this 
0) fake steps to safeguard it, 
Commonwealth Government very ne 
perly has control of 


Cy he. “ms aged or the 


dividually, and on the Com- 
th Government falls the duty of 
guarding the interests of the nation. 
mit, ip aeatane as a fair analogy, 
i being made, as 


on a lohan of ‘our primary’ 


ucers engaged in a national in- 
try, the Commonwealth Government 
t to come to their protection and 


We have been told that the banks. 


gone as far as they can—that 

ley are business institutions, and have 
safeguard themselves. I remind honor- 

le. members, however, that the private 

yanks enjoy certain privileges under the 
y Veda of te ath and, moreover, 
1s plentiful _ we 


1cers and urging them to eo ike 
ropositions in order to absorb 
1 funds. that would otherwise 


“Many men have been induced 


 €e tain propositions, 
ki period of “ae hia ial come upon us, 


| ane or that. uibey have to: reduce 
overdrafts. 


F Gazns—tlt may be something else 
besides old feet. 
UNNIN GHAM. ag some 
this is a deliberate attempt to 


Labour Governments, and it is_ 
nt: that this move was Seat: made 
7 South Wales, a State which 


os ee as has any other 


is ete he fas to sell that an 
‘herefore, to reduce his overdraft, he 


his. property bare of stock, ‘and, 
en y bare. ea 


to be 
The reason for the attitude of the 


and now that the.’ 


aothdeel , 
KO unemployed, and drifts into the eit 


sold as fats, are of no use. 


is beyond my comprehension. 
stood at the back of the importers 
paid their debts overseas, as we 
because the papers are full of it. 


tles were einris belacaee! | 
banks stepped in and-met their’ ge 
overseas, The papers went so far as 
say that the banks should have shut do 


fore they did. It was anly when. ‘these 
men had drifted into such a position ¢ 
the banks saw no chance of their 

their debts, that they shut down on 

and rotnecd further credit. " 


Mr. Corszr—I am afraid o | 
orable member is making a great ead 
there. : 


Mr. CUN NINGHAM. —My ee 


tion came from reliable sources, as we 


as the daily press that supports. 
present Federal Government. If I az 
wrong, the honorable member’s press sur 
porters are wrong also. It seems 
me that the action of the banks is d 
signed to crucify the country at the e 
pense of the cities. I am one of those o 
the land, and am continually recei 
letters from men who have been for 
to sell their live stock. If this policy is 
persisted in, the Government will fin 


. big areas of land in New South W 


as well as in other portions of Australi: 
sh ee stock on them. The ae 


nek Sate months, a 
large pei Ne of eles wall sh 


Blood Sanat te ot a of! a sane | 


if a man has no income, he, pays” no 
20m) tax 
bo iho and do not call their dogs 


If the banks persist in 


Aany Be these men will be forcec 
Bete holdings, and if the a ei: 


about ma of the value of ae 
_~perty, 


and, 
newer ‘out of it; 


consequently, , 
pou 


will ge 
what Dee 


He: joins “the need 


1 


ics f he 


ae there is a clamour fo 


site Ae State Agknt in ese to oe 
vide employment. The banks them- 
lves will buy up many of these pro- 
perties after the occupiers have ‘been 

reed out. In the past the banks have 
AR ame iimmies ” to buy in properties 
of that kind. I have known cases where 
men were forced out by the banks, and 
‘the “dummies” put. up by the banks 
nought’ their properties. The banks, 


country, have been. able to acquire pro- 


true. value, and to thrust out many a 
pioneer with his swag on his back after 
all his years of labour. 


Wo a this side take. up the position 
that is the duty of the 
‘ment. a see that no man is pushed 
out of his home when his position 
s not his fault. Honorable mem- 
‘bers opposite may say that that is 
not a business proposition. They are 


‘ vest we have had in New South Wales, 
which brought into that State approxi- 
’ “mately between £35 000,000 and 


- those men, when it gave them seed wheat 
and orders on the storekeepers for gro- 
_ ceries and horse feed, that was not a 
business proposition either. Many of 
‘those men were walking about waiting for 
the storekeepers to sell up their horses . 
and drays and farming machinery. 
“know one farmer in Narrabri who 
told me that fifteen months ago he 
ake not know where to look for his next 
-month’s credit, and yet. ioe he. stands 
behind £1,500 ‘worthy of wheat. Giving 
him Gauitanos was not a business proposi- 
tion, and no bank in the world would 
have touched him at that particular 
peed but Governments are not, hke 
banks. We must not look at these mat- 
- ters tries the business point of view 
es a bank looks at it. The 
function of a Government is to protect 
its people, iad if the present Government 


_ the alternative is that these men will be 
aaated out, and will join the army of un- 
employed. If that is allowed to happen, 
this Government ‘will, have neglected its 
duty. I was surprised. to hear. the Trea- 


_ he took up to-day. 


We Cae Lye de Jae 


using their position under the laws of the 


-_perties in that way at less than their 


Govern- 


full of praise to-day for the gigantic har- . 


~ £40,000,000; but when the State financed | 


fails to realize its duty in that regard 


r- adopting such a helpless attitude as fig 
: One would | thinks i 


know pale CH to Seca the 

stitution of the Commonwealth ‘gay 
it is the duty of the Commonwealt 
vernment to stand behind the me 
whose behalf I am speaking. Th 
vernment is the controller of finan 
Australia. The Commonwealth Gove 
ment controls:the note issue, which is 
‘Of: the main factors of the Gnanee of 
nation. if the Commonwealth hen 


pened of ntlaest: "They ook | 
Government, as the controller of financ 
to perform its duty to the people of th 
community. What else are Government 
for, if it is not to safeguard thexint rest 
of the people? It is a poor conso 
to the man who is pushed out to 
that the Commonwealth Treasurer 
pathizes with him. “ 
plainly and emphatically to- day, “ 
not help these men.” ’ We eee 
Treasurer who adopts an attitude 
potence, who. says that he can do noth: 


fs 4 


has failed to realize his functions - 


cause of hartaig proposed ae 0 
That is all a myth, because ih: bi 


have applied _ only | 
£30,000 in value. “The men for i 
we are fighting have assets far below 


an value. They are men with £2,0 
£3,000 up to ee 000 or £10,000 worth 
Briperty and pom A ma 


in the Mapu boutiaed of ceo 0 
£60,000. It will be found that non 
the men quoted by the honorable 
for Darling ae Blakeley dass 
going above £10,000 or £15 000, cand 


dis estate cole aeiteh, it was in- 
vended to affect by the passage through — 
the > New South Wales. Parlia- 
-ment- of the Bill in question. 
For a man in a responsible public posi- 
tion to decry any State is traitorous to 
tie, Commonwealth itself. These land 
ae _ values have not decreased. A member 
a sold land in New South Wales only a few 
ayy ago at remarkable prices. 


ite 


fw Mr. LAVELLE. —At what prices? 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM. —Prices far 
% above any placed on the land mentioned 
here this afternoon. I understand that 
grazing land was sold for £7 10s. an 
- acre. When prices like that are ob- 
tained, there can ‘be no ‘depreciation of 
values. Prices may have gone down a 
little, but not to such an extent that 
the banks have to force men to meet their 
ot overdrafts by oe their stock. 
Men who are forced sell their 
stock under these Bases will 
be ten times worse off than they. 
_ were while the stock were on their land. 
I am of opinion that the banks are not 
_ disinterested in this action. They hold 
large areas of grazing land, and during 
_ the drought did not spend money on sav- 
ing: Heit stock. They preferred to let 
their stock die, and to depress the stock 
market, so that they. might restock at the 
expense of the small land-holders, whom 
they are dragooning. JI hope that the 
Commonwealth Ministry will realize its 
duty under these circumstances, and that, 
te if the Treasurer says that he can do 
nothing, this Parliament will insist that 
he shall, if necessary, use all the re- 
 gourcés of the Commonwealth to save 
- these’ men from being forced to join the 
fe: great army of unemployed. Of what use 
is it to bring thousands of immigrants 
here to be put on the land if our own 
people are being turned off it? If our 
own men cannot make a living on it, no 
 new-chum immigrant will do so. Tf 
_. this Government does not do its duty 
now, I trust that the electors will call it 
to account when they have the oppor- 
‘tunity to review the work of this Par- 
-Rament. It is the duty of the Govern- 
ment to stand behind the men on the land 
when the banks are’ threatening to turn 
them ee The banks hae) been “well paid 


ee thhordh 


ae 


“week, the honorable member for Darlin 


| Rave banks: which: are as well con ucte Ae. 


Government’ in the hay and theip divi- 
dends were never greater. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 
[ 4. 45 | .—It is not fair that a wrong im- 
pression should go from this House as t 
the function of. the National Gov ! 
ment and the National Parliament in 
gard to the subject discussed in this de-— 
bate. It is not the function of | th 
National Parliament to do what it 
said should be done; thexbusiness is « 
for the State Parliaments: to deal wi 
Every man in this House may bb 
thize with the producers 


your sympathy! : 
Mr. RICHARD. FOSTER. Mae : 
they would be glad of honesty. The h 
orable member is the last who sho 
have made that interjection. As he bh 
been. reminded this afternoon, he 
president of a big organization that is 
increasing tremendously the cost of shear 
ing sheep. 
Mr. Parker Moroney.—That Grate! 
ment is a reflection on the Arbitration 
Court. 
Mr. 


RICHARD FOSTER. as, 8 


(Mr. Blakeley), when moving the a 
journment of the House to discuss th 
position of the copper market, said tha 
his great union would not, under an, 
conditions, surrender a single penny a 
wages. 

Mr. Bruaxeitzy.—Exactly. “Wer 
hie Abide by the Arbitration County 


cisions.” 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER —The ha 
orable member knows that the Lies 


Bent ehik has been extreme can 
named—has advised the miners to ac 
a reduction of 20 per cent. 
now proposed were done, where sho 
we end? The conditions that have | 3 
spoken of by the honorable member 
others prevail, not in the wool indv ty 
alone, but in every other industry, — and 
are likely to be acute for some ti 
come. It has been insinuated tha: 
banks are acting cruelly; but, kno 
something of the actions of. ‘the. b: 
towards the industries of this cout 
and particularly towards our primary - I 
dustries, | maintain that we in Austr 


ES EON a 


N , 8. : 
Mand: as generous as any in the world. 
During the past few years the generosity 
f our banks has been emphasized. 


‘monwealth Bank for keeping the others 
‘up to their obligations, then. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The Com- 
- monwealth Bank has not done so. It has 
done what the other banks have done. 

. Had it not done that, it would not have 
been so successful as it has been from its 
inception. I do not want the impression 
that might be caused by the remarks of 
some speakers about the. banks to go 
abroad as the truth, because it is not. I 
know what-have been the misfortunes of 
the people of New South Wales during 
the past two years, and I sympathize with 
those who have suffered; but, everything 
considered, the position of our producers 
is,’ generally speaking, satisfactory. | Re- 
cently, in conversation, one of the biggest 
machinery men in AueGala told me that, 
taking the Commonwealth as a whole, 90 
‘per cent. of the acceptances for ma- 
chinery falling due two or three weeks 
ago were met. I spoke of the misfor- 
tunes of the men in New South Wales, 
due to the drought, and his reply was 
‘that the way in hae that State, as well 
_as the others, had come up to the mark in 
ats payments was amazing. If anything 
is to be done for the relief of producers 
in New South Wales, it should be done 
‘by ths New South Wales Government. 
“The National Government should tell the 
people, in unmistakable language, that 
this is not its business, and that it does 
not propose to follow a dangerous path. 
This Government will have enough to do 
10 pay its own debts: indeed, it vil have 
to strain its resources to the utmost, now 
and for some time to come, to meet its 
own engagements. 

“Mr. LAVELLE (Calare) 4. 52].—Al- 
‘though the Acting Prime Minister (Sir 
J oseph Cook) and the Deputy Leader of 
the Country party (Mr. Gregory) have 
said that this debate is a waste of time, 
and that the subject that is being dis- 
cussed should not have been brought. be- 
fore the Chamber, I hold that no more 
important subject has been discussed here, 
during my term, at any rate. Realizing, 
as I do, the position of the grazers’ of 
‘Australia, and particularly of New South 
Wales, I am.» oe that any member. 


IRE PR ESENTATIVES.] 


Mr. Gasp.—We may thank the Com- 


~ attention to that of the Leader of the 


’ to £403,932, as compared with net pr 


alleged Country party have been t: 
ode gy us. that ihe, sae have 


should say that fhe ee sh 
not have been moved to discuss tk 
ject, and to impress on the Goverr 


ance of the men on the land Aas 
particularly interested in the subject, 
have I'stened attentively to all © 
speeches that have been delivered du 
the debate, and paid more than ust 


vernment.. But of what did it consist? 
The right honorable gentleman said that 
he sympath’ zed with the graziers in the 
present crisis, but that he ‘could not, a 
would not, do anything to assist the 
The rest of his speech was an attack 
the Labour Governments of New So: 


to make party capital at the expense f.: 
the graziers of Australia, not caring h 
many men might be forced off their ho 
ings and on to the labour market, so 1 
as he could do that. In speaking of. 
attitude of the Labour Government 
New South Wales to the land-owner: 
the State, he carefully refrained f 
ment! oning that last year the Gov 


done; it borrowed £2,000 000 ie assis 
necessitous farmers, with the result that. 
the. acreage under wheat was increased 
and has given a generous return, Tha: 
Government last year, by its ‘act: n 
stabilized the man on the land; and a 
tions speak louder than words. "Mem 
opposite have spoken of the’ generos! 
the banks, and have said that they dic 
believe that the banks were forcing mer 
off the land. They added that the b nk 
themselves are having rather a bad 
and, being short of money, are aski 
‘heir customers to reduce their overdr: fts. 
I find from a report in the Argus that 
net profits of the Bank of New So 
Wales for the last six months amoun 


for the. previous six months of £364,919. 
I would appear, therefore, that while 
the Bank had an exceptionally prospe 
time in the previous six months, it 
much better during the half-year that he 
just closed, a dividend of 10 per ce 
as well as an extraordinary bonus of 10 
per share, being paid. \ Notwithstanding 
this, the Caeen meet and members o: 


penerous — in ae ‘troabinens: NO ipviiors 
and land-owners generally, and that they 
are having rather a bad time themselves. 
» This, of course, is not so. A few weeks 
ago honorable members had an oppor- 
tunity to discuss the financial difficulties 
“ of the wool-growers, owing to the fact 
that they are unable to market their wool, 


that the’ graziers’ position is a very 
_ serious one indeed. Figures relating to 
the stock returns in New South Wales 
show that at the present time there are 
only 25,000,000 sheep .in that State— 
the smallest number recorded during the 
ealast forty-six years. The land, since the 
_ drought, is flowing with milk and honey, 
“so far as grass is concerned, but the 
 graziers are unable to stock up. Many, 
indeed, are being forced to sell in order 
' to earry on. 
knowledge of this subject, I can inform 
honorable members that three weeks ago 
we sent a couple of hundred sheep to the 
Sydney market, the consignment includ- 
ing 100 crossbred wethers, well grown and 


ns _ tionally well grown and very fat. . For 
these we obtained a net return of only 

11s. per head, Whereas a couple of years 

ago the wethers would have realized from 
ca gh 10s. to £3 per head in the Homebush 
market. This proves conclusively that 
some eraziers are in financial difficulties, 
and are being obliged to sacrifice their 
stock in order to meet the claims of the 
banks. It is of no use for the Treasurer to 
3 say that the banks are lending money on 
_ exceptionally cheap and easy terms. 
ie Speaking again from personal experi- 
/ “ence, I can inform honorable members 

- that I am paying 74% and 8 per cent. for 
, why accommodation from the bank, so hon- 


; real position and the so-called ‘“ gene- 


_-rosity” ” on the part of the banks. I sub- 
mit, therefore, that it is the duty of the 
- Government to come to the assistance of 
the graziers by enlarging the powers and 
extending the functions of the Common- 
wealth Bank, if necessary, so that the 
Bank may take over graziers’ accounts 
and finance them until the wool and stock 
market is stabilized, thus preventing the 
_ ruin which must inevitably come tu a large 
umber of land-owners unless something 


graziers from being forced to realize 


That debate in itself was an admission 


. under A.S.R.A. of 1920, and: to issue’ such 
Speaking with a positive 


in prime condition ; and 90 lambs, excep- | 


‘sanction and/or confirmation, or are they issue 


‘  orable members will have some idea of the 


important iHtinetee e in Australia o ee 
of wool-growing, and because of its pre 
carious position ‘at present, some definit 
action should be taken to prevent tl 


their stock or sacrifice their land. 


Debate interrupted under ius, ding 
order 119. | 


REPATRIATION DEPARTMEN 
Reeurations—Larviwe ALLowaNon 


Mr. MARR asked the Minister’ -epr 
senting the Minister for Repatriatio 
upon notice— 


1. Has the Repatriation Commission powe 
and authority to interpret the regulat 


terpretations in the form of rulings and writ 
ten instructions for the guidance of State Re 
patriation Boards and Deputy Commissione 
2. Are State Boards and Deputy Commis 
sioners bound by such rulings and instruction 
3. Are such rulings and “instructions issu. 
confidentially ? 
4. If not, why are they not obtainable from. 
the Government Printer, in view of the expe 
diture of public money which is involved? — 
5. If they are issued confidentially, why ar 
they so issued, in view of the expenditure - 
public money which is involved? 
6. Are such rulings subject to Miniaten 


on the absolute authority of the Commission? 

7. Will the Minister lay on the table of th 
House copies of all rulings and instructions 
issued by the Commission, with those dealin 
with the question of living allowance see 


structions the work of any ‘individual agen 
of the on or is it the work ar in 


dete are 


1. Yes. 
2. Yes. 


only for the aidatee of those who are ‘ae 
istering departmental benefits and activities. 
4 and 5. See 3. 
6. They are issued on the authority of 
Commission. 
7. Yes, copies will be prchaved and issued 
requested ' 
8. The devising of these rulings and inet 
tions is the ren onetyty of the Ce z} 
such. — 
age See 18, 


874 | Anglo-J apanese 


Mr. LAVELLE (for Mr. Lazzarti1) 
asked the Minister representing the Min- 
- aster for Repatriation, upon notice— 
Will he inform the House, with regard to the 
_ reduetions in the living allowances to soldiers’ 
widows and mothers, whether this is being done 
_ by the Commission for Repatriation acting on 
its own initiative, or on instructions from the 
Minister ? : 
Mr. GROOM (for Mr. Ropnerrs).—Th 
reply is as follows :— 
The payment to soldiers’ widows are made 
-as directed in, the first schedule of the 
- Australian Soldiers Repatriation Act of 1920, 
and in the case of all widows with dependent 
_ children they representian increase in the total 
amount (pension and living allowance, com- 
_ bined) paid under the old Act. The pension 
_ paid soldiers’ widowed mothers is also provided 
under the first schedule of the amending Act, 
which further prohibits the granting of pen- 
‘sions to the children of such widowed mothers 
unless they were dependent upon the deceased 
soldier (see section 22, ‘ Dependants” (d) and 
the third schedule, “ Other Dependants”). The 
Act of 1920 was designed to merge pension and 

living allowance in the one payment—the pen- 
sion. The only variation made by the Govern- 
ment has been in the direction of increasing the 
benefits provided by the Act. 


GERMAN REPARATION AND 
INDEMNITY. 


Mr. STORY (for Mr. Hiecs) asked 
the Acting Prime Minister, upon notice— 

1, What are the Allies’ terms and conditions 
of reparation to which Germany has agreed? 

2. What is Australia’s share of the ‘in- 
demnity ? } 

-3. When will Australia receive same, or a 
portion thereof? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The informa- 
tion in possession of the Government in 
respect of this matter is not quite com- 
plete. Inquiries have been made by 
ecablegram of the British Government, 
but a reply has not yet been received. 
The honorable member will be furnished 
with a reply to his question as soon as 
the particulars are available. 


ANGLO-JAPANESE TREATY. 


Mr, RELEY (for Mr. J. H. Carts) 
asked the Acting. Prime Minister, upon 
nolice— ania 

1. In regard to the review of the Anglo- 
Japanese Treaty at the June Imperial Con- 
ference, does the Australian Government sub- 
scribe to the Hay doctrine of Chinese integrity 
_and independence or not? 
_ 2. Will the Government make representations 
to the Prime Minister of». Australia that, if 
_ Australia is in any way a party to a renewal of 
the Anglo-Japanese Treaty, it should be speci- 


‘[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


_eanned; and what was the amount advanced 


Lreaty. 
ally provided that there shall be no 
clauses or understandings such as were rev 
im connexion with the Anglo-French relat 
in 1911, 1913, and 1914? Aer 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The reply is 
follows :-— ete 


1. Yes, as far as possible. I refer the h 
orable member to clause 6 of the preamble 
the present treaty, which provides for “ 
preservation of the common interests of ; 
Powers. in China by insuring the independen 
and integrity of the Chinese Empire, and the — 
principle of equal opportunities for the com- _ 
merce and industry of all nations in China.? 
, 2. Both Great Britain and Japan are hound 
by the Covenant of the League of Nations, — 
Article 18 of which requires that “every treaty — 
or international engagement entered into here- — 
after by any member of the League shall be 
forthwith registered with the Secretariat, and 
shall as soon as possible be published by it. 
No such treaty or international engagement 
shall be binding until so registered.” There is, — 
therefore, no need to make the representations — 
‘suggested. | Mcrae Ty | 


QUEENSLAND PINEAPPLE ~ 
INDUSTRY. : eh eae 

Mr.. MACKAY asked the Treasurer, 

upon notice— me 
1. Has the State Supervising Offieer favor- 
any reported on the pineapple pack in Queens- 
and ?. ct ia 
2. Will the Minister state what firms im 
Queensland received assistance from the Com-. 
monwealth; what was the quantity of fruit 


to each firm for this season’s pack? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The reply ig as” 
follows— — J 
1. The Queensland Government controls the 
work, and the pack is being canned wholly 
under the direction of inspectors appointed by 
the State. Supervising Officer, who preseribed 
a standard for the.pack. The finished arti 
should, therefore, be of very high quality. 
2. Quantities canned and advanced to di 


are :— ; X 
£ a ae 


.. 7,360.17 8 


doz, tins. 

Brisbane Fruit-growers 
Co-operative Limited 19,629 
J. Hargraves and Sons 


Ltd iy B)766 0) eae 
Victoria Cross ° Mfg, ) Vis 
Go. Ltd. © .. 8,986 .. 3,369 15 0 

Michael Finucan 426.00) 169 ae 
: 34,807 £13,052 12 6 


KING AND EMPIRE ALLIANOE, © 


Loyatry Demonstration.  — 


Mr. LAVELLE (for Mr. Buaxerey) 
asked the Acting Prime Minister, upon 
nolace— : Le ci 

Did the King and Empire Alliance hold : 
loyalty demonstration in the Sydney Domain | 


t xpenses amount- 
ing to approximately £70 in connexion there- 
with paid by the Commonwealth Works and 
- Railways Department? bi 
Mr. GROOM.—Some work was super- 
vised by the Works Branch in Sydney 
under a misapprehension as to the origin 
of the request, but all expense was borne 
by the King and Empire Alliance. 

COMMONWEALTH WAR HISTORY. 
| Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.— With re- 


1s | CO hat Oa 4 Soy Fel 
he 8th May, 1921, and were 


m4 


the iron and steel industry in Australia 


ference to the inquiry from the honorable } 


member for South Sydney (Mr. Riley) as 
to when the history of the war which is 
. being written by Captain Bean will be 
issued, E desire to inform him that the 
national history consists of twelve 


__by Mr. Bean, and five by other writers, 
~ while one will contain a collection of offi- 
_ cial photographs. Mr. Bean is editing 
‘the whole series, and assisting to organize 
the medical, regimental, and other his- 
tories as well. The first of Mr. Bean’s 
volumes, dealing. with Gallipoli, will be 
published in a few weeks. Of the other 
' volumes, that dealing with Palestine, 
_ written by Mr. Gullett, is complete, ex- 
cept for revisfon, annotation, indexing, 
and a few of the maps, and will be issued 
within a few*months. The text of those 
dealing with the Flying Corps, written by 
_ Mr. Cutlack, and the Effort of Australia, 
. by Mr. Heney, is nearing completion. 
The volume of photographs is being 
edited, and will probably be published 
shortly after that dealing with Palestine. 
- It is hoped that Volumes VII. to XII. 
will be ready for the printer this year. 


The intervals are diff- 
ft 


_ vals thereafter. 
cult to estimate.. ) 
Mee +. CTARIFR: 
In Committee of Ways and Means: ~ 
beh Consideration resumed from 27th May 
_ (vide page 8735) : eee 
es DIVISION VI.—METALS AND MACHINERY. 
Motive Power, Engine Combinations, and 
Power Connexions are duitable under their re- 
spective headings when not integral parts of 
machines, machinery, or machine tools. 
- Item 136— es 
Tron and Steel—. 
By Gate) Eig, 


, ig iron per ton—British, 20s.; in- 
termediate, 30s.; general, 40s, 
WAT 


Pot, 
; oe A | 
Bf SS ne 
Ae es: 
we 


OF a, 


e that I have 


volumes, six of which are being written 


_ Volumes IT: to VI. wall be issued at inter- . 


a ae 


“ 


always advocated the nationalizat 


thousands of people are employed directl 4 
and indirectly by these works, and my co 
cern is as to their continued employmen 
and the conditions under which they a 
working. I find that since this sch 
was placed on the table of the Hc 
there have been considerable cha: 
such as increases in the price of coa 
creases in harbor dues, and iner 
under Wages Boards findings, so that 


on most of the lines produced by the two — 
big establishments in New South Wales . 
have been, in some instances, reduced b 
70 to 80 per cent., and in other cas 
completely obliterated. For instance, 
the value of the duty on pig iron has been 
reduced by 70 per cent. Instead of being 
20s, British, 30s. intermediate, and 40s. 

general, it is 6s. British, 16s. intermediat 
and 25s, general, The same thing a 
plies right down the list of similar item 
Recently, there has been a considerable 
increase in the importation of steel an 
iron, presumably from Belgium, but i 

questionable whether the imported stec 
has not really originated in *Germ 
where, as I shall show, the wages paid 
exceedingly low in comparison with thos 
paid in Australia. This material he 
been landed in Australia and sold at abou 
£10 per, ton less than the price of th 
loca] production, and if this importa 
continues, it is obvious that it wil 
utterly impossible for our own work 
compete. The value of the duty on 
gots, blooms, &c., has been reduced in 
manner I have already described fron 
82s. British, to 10s. 7d. I do not propos 
to weary honorable members by institut- 
ing a detailed comparison in regard to 
the duties under the intermediate or g¢ 
ral columns of the Tariff. It is suffici 
to say that the reductions are pro 
tionate throughout. The reduced va: 
of the 44s. duty on bar, rod, angle 
tee steel is minus 2s. 8d. That is to 
the duty has been practically wiped 
altogether. ht gee ea 


_ My. Grecory.—I wish it were 


Ve Oe 


fr. WATKINS.—Then the honorable 
wiped out, because if he wipes out the 
duty the industry must go. The value of 
the duty on wire rods has been reduced 
n 44s. to 11s. 2d.; on rails weighing 
bs. per yard and over, from 35s. to 
minus 2s, 3d.; on rails weighing less than 
50 lbs. per yard, from 45s. to minus 5s. 5d. ; 
fishplates, tieplates, and rods from 48s, 
inus 12s. 6d.—here again the duty has 
been wiped out completely—and on rolled 
iron or stee] beams, channels, joists, &e., 
om 483s, to 10s. 9d. 

In 1919 the average wage earned in the 
oken Hill Iron and Steel Works, now 
mploying 5,670 hands, was “£14 tis: 
d. per employee per month: ‘in 1920 it 
ad risen to £18 1s. 8d. per employee per 
month, while the average wage per em- 
ployee per month for 1921, including the 
pplication of Judge Beeby’s recommen- 
dation on a forty-four hour week, is £22 
2s, 10d. The 40,000 employees of the 
Phenix Company of Germany earned, 
n 1913-14, on an average per employee 
er month £7—that is the competition 


n of the mark, although there has been 
n apparent increase in the wages of the 
company generally, the monthly average 
age per employee was £5 6s. 10d. in 1919, 

_ Mr. Greenz—That 1s the equivalent 
in sterling. 

“Mr. WATKINS.—I have no desire to 
eary honorable members with a state- 
ment explaining the variation in the value 
of the mark. We are also faced with the 
competition from America, where there 
have been certain reductions in wages 
agreed to. The Iron Age, of the 6th 
iM anuary, 1921, contains the following :— 


° plant of from 10 to 20 per cent., effective on the 
16th January. The announcement was made 
ie following a joint meeting of the company offi- 
_ cials and representatives ‘of the workmen under 
the employees representation plan in effect at 
the plant. The reduction is similar to the one 
being made at the Lebanon plant. A 10 to 20 
per cent, reduction is also announced for the 
Sparrow’s Point plant, effective on the same 
date. The company employs from 5,000 to 
6,000 men ynder normal conditions, 
In Great Britain, we find considerable 


in the iron trade. 


| the cree Aion que ey had agr 
er wishes that the industry were 


accept a reduction in wages of abou 


and the Sankey payment of 2s. per 


March. The patent fuel export 


pei 
we have to face—but with the deprecia- | 


nation that did not produce iron and 


‘The Bethelem ‘Steel Company has announced | 
a reduction of wages at the South Bethelem 


which the honorable member iss 


tions have been made in the wages 
ane ean 


accept a reduction in wages from , 
8d. to 19s. 7d. per day, and that the 
ore miners in Lancashire had agreed 


per day. The same publication in — 
issue of the 10th March, 1921, contain 
the announcement that the Clevelz 
ironstone miners had given notice tha 
the 2s. advance per day granted — 
November, the war wage of 3s, per day, 


shift would be terminated on - the § 


manufacturers applied in J anuary f 
reduction of 20 per cent. in wages, : 
the iron and steel employers of Sheftie 
gave notice in March that a reduction 0 
174 per cent. was proposed for men wor ey 
ing in rolling mills and forges. 
motor waggon works at Sandbach were to. 
be re-opened on condition that the 1 
accepted a one-sixth wage reduction. 
Sir Roserr Best.—There has also | 
a, big reduction in the price of co in. 
Belgium and America. 
Mr. WATKINS. —Yes. 


Mr, pling ‘tk at Pitas 
Mr. WATKINS.—-And in other pla 


would suggest an increase on particula 
items of duty which would be some equiva. 
lent to the handicap imposed upon the 
local manufacturers by competition from 


abroad. No country ever became a 


steel as a key or base for other in 
tries. :If the industry for which I 
are had not been established 1 in Au 


terials’ Tootlly aie e an 
£6,000,000, if we compare Austral 
prices with British prices, or an extra — 
£4,000,000 if the comparison be with ¢ he 
prices in other parts of the world. — ee 
Mr. Greenr.—We would have pai 
considerably more, because the figure 


relate only to the output. of the Broke 
Hill Ghevanis WOTKS a ae 

Mr. WATKINS —That is ; 
_ speaking ye of ~ indus 


was. dislocated, the iron and steel ivariss 
at Newcastle and Lithgow saved the 
situation. They were able to not only 
ve manufacture rails for State Governments, 
and to produce iron and steel for other 
Fae ists, but they also sent rails to 
_ France to help the French and British 
a Governments in the prosecution of the 
‘war. It was a fine thing for this coun- 
“try that works which had. been brought 
into being at practically a moment’s 
is) — notice should develop so rapidly as to be 
able to, not only supply Australia, but to 
also contribute material ae in the great 
| Bi oniela in Europe. : 
. Mr. Grecory.—lI believe they also sent 
to England ‘steel for munitions. 


| Mr. WATKINS.—They did. To-day 
we find war-worn countries making 
efforts to re-establish their iron and steel 
works. The people of Belgium are ecry- 
ing out for protection against the Ger- 
man steel that is being sent to England 
~ and re-exported to Belsium. The follow- 
ing ecablecram, published in the Jron 
Age of 6th January, throws High on the 
position in France :— 


/Frenon Duties. RE- BILE Ai nl 


; Washington, 4th January. 
A eablegram from Commercial Attache W. 
ae Huntington, Paris, states that a French 
decree of 18th December, published in the 
- Journal Officiale for 27th December, re-estab- 
lishes with the corresponding coefficient. the 
* import duty on rails, fishplates, bridges, and 
ee ares thereof, which was suspended: by decree 
OF of 30th November, 1914, and 8rd March, 1915, 
in eases where such materials were required 
_ for repairs on railways, &c., necessary for 
national defence. The duty on heavy struc- 
_ tural iron and steel is 12 frances per 100 kilos., 
é with a coefficient of 3, which makes the duty 
~ now in foree 36 frances per 100 kilos., or 3 
- dollars 15 cents per 100 Ibs.—£14 2s. 6d. con- 
ay version on standard value of France. 


Both Belgium and Prance are trying, 


for the production of iron.and steel; and 
- the Australian duties in relation to this 
basic industry are. little more than re- 
-» venue duties in comparison with the 
Tariffs in other parts of the world. 


are admitted free to the United States. 

. Mr. WATKINS. Perea of the smaller 

. lines may be. 

Aa Ui Mr. GREENE. ine, may | be admitted 
} but 


*) by 
heavy imposts, to re-establish their works 


Mr, Grecory.—N early all these things. 


dustries for their manufacture are esta ae 
lished. 


Mr. WATKINS. —Quite vont we 
read that England is paying attention to. 
these basic imdustodes by imposing, in 
some instances, duties of from 70 to 80 
per cent. For many years this Parlia- 
ment discussed how the iron and steel 
dustry could be established in sev f 
and ultimately it was established; an 
we are in the fortunate position of eee 
ing that our iron and steel works, 
though young, are making good progress 
and developing on a firm basis, The iron 
and steel works in my own electorate en 
ploy directly about 6,000 people; and 
is hard to estimate the number of people 
who are indirectly dependent upon them. 


Mr. Grecory—The total of 6,00 
could be multiplied by three or four 
Mr. WATKINS.—Take into consid 
tion also the subsidiary industries — 
are collecting around the mother indu 
tries for the 
sizes of steel. To-day, when all oth 
nations are trying to rebuild their iron 
and steel industries, we should take steps 
to protect and foster ours until they ar 
on a sound footing. I have shown th 
necessity for those industries, and how 
much they have already meant to the 
Commonwealth. Australia is an islan 
continent, and if it were at any time cu 
off from. the help of the Motherland, ou 
people would be powerless to defen 
themselves if we were without steel wor 
to produce the material for our arm: 
ments. A well-established iron and steel 
industry is the greatest essential to 
country that desires to be self-contain 
in respect of defence requirements. We 
feel safer when we know that, in additio 


monwealth. JI do net intend to say a | 
thing aes upon the first e ee a 


te 


50 per Deeak Even. if that aoe 
made, the local products will not ie 
as good a commercial level as Bie 
were when ‘the d 
magn the table, 


gethor, and in respect ee phere 
items the effective duties oe ‘eon 


hose rates with existing Tariffs in other 
parts of the world where huge steel and 
fon industries fourish, they would be 
mpressed by the fact that my pro- 
osal is a relatively low one. And 
is so, judged by the standard 
the ‘Tariffs which were imposed 


tude in the countries indicated. In my 
lectorate, more than £4,000,000 has been 
nvested in the iron and steel works. There 
e at present about 6,000 men directly 
uployed, to say nothing of those con- 
rned in attendant industries which are 
ing grouped around the iron and steel 
works, and which are producing indepen- 
dently and giving employment to large 
numbers. If the Tariff stands without 
‘the amendments which I desire, those Aus- 
tralian works which are just now becom- 
ing firmly established will have to carry 
mn without adequate protection such as is 
being given to other Australian industries, 
both small and great. We must place the 


ing, so that they may withstand competi- 


tries. I sincerely trust that the Minister 
will accede to my request. J want to see 
these industries, not merely firmly based, 
ay 6 flourishing. Unless we grant sufficient 
_ protection, we cannot expect that. 

- Mr. Grecory.—What about giving a 


share then. 

Mr. WATKINS.—The bounty may 
have been well enough in the early stages, 
when the industries could not produce 
enough to meet Australia’s requirements; 
ut when steel works have reached a stage 
t which they can turn out sufficient to 
pply Australia’s requirements, the mat- 
of a bounty goes by the board. If it 
dota be shown that we had suffered by 
the hes of the Tariff as a means of 


big parent industries upon a sound foot-. 


ion emanating from cheap-labour coun-. 


bounty, instead of making these increases 
in the Tariff? Everybody would pay his 


ha WATKINS._If they Epic 


im order to establish works of mag- 


every possible encouragement by way 


. duty upon certain lines of manutfa 


clean iron oa oe Lier i 
| the aie - Protection, ale mould be, 


ma to sue hes desire to 


under the protection, of! meee Tarifene 


safeguarded ? 


bounty rather than increase the deg 
Brgteer es But the plea for a ne : 


when one ‘considers the price of these 
products throughout the world. Th fs, 


stead of being detrimental to the pw 
interest, has saved them in the aggreg 
perhaps £10,000,000. I make uge of t. 
figure in the light of what Australi 
would have had to pay for their requ 
ments had they imported them during 
period under review. J ask the Mini 
to consider the danger confronting t 
new Australian industries, not only fr 
such sources as America and Germany, 
from India, fhe works are now be 
devoted, after period of war-ti 
activity, almost cae to export tra 
Australia ig one of India’s closest ma 
kets; and where will we be in competitio 
with cheap Indian labour if we are 
Australian manufacturers. 
have proved that Australian steel is of 
finest quality in the world. The indus 
try is rapidly growing, and its interest 
—-wrappéd up as they are in those of Aus- 
tralia itseli—demand our practical sym- 
pathy. ee 

‘Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [5. 48].— = 
have listened ,with interest and . Geo r 
to the remarks of the honorable ) 
and I am quite in sympathy with hi 
jects. I have visited the great steel v 
at Newcastle. They are a credit 
Commonwealth. They should r 


adequate protection. At the same 
I call attention to the danger of imp 
a heavy duty all round upon iro 
steel productions. We must be ca 
not to place a practically prohibi 


which are not yet. being turned out | 
Australia. I cite as an example steel | 
- anc ‘ 


plates and sheets, upon which, on 
after the 1st January, 1922, there are e 
posed to be duties—I quote merely 0: 
size aS an example—amounting t 
82s. 6d., and 100s. per ton, A 
firm in my electorate was tenderly 


time ‘ee for a one Anvoly. 


oy s ted 


sannot yet be made in Au 
have to be obtained from overseas, an ex- 
ceedingly high duty upon them will 
naturally affect any tender such as that 
of the firm in question, we must ‘protect 
the general machinery founders. I wish 
to know if the Minister will consent to 
withhold the imposition of the duty if, 
after ist January, 1922, certain lines are 
still not manufactured hete. | 

. -Mr. Greenz.—lIt is a deferred duty, 
and power will be taken to extend the 
period if the manufacture of the products 
has not at that stage been undertaken. 
In fact, steps in that direction. have 
already been: taken. ..The intention 1s 
that if, by the time indicated, the manu- 
facture of the products in question has 
not been undertaken here, a further ex- 
_ tension will be given. des 
- Mr. CORSER.—That is satisfactory. 


_ Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[5.52|—It is our desire to see Australia 
_ become, as far as possible, self-sustaining. 
Tn order to bring that about, our infant 
iron and steel industry must be much 
more practically encouraged than in the 
past. Our ‘trouble hitherto has been 
mainly that we have not been able to fur- 
_ nish from within Australia the essential 
raw products, or, at any rate, in requisite 
+ quantities. That difficulty, however, 1s 


-. ber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) inter; 
' jected some minutes ago that instead of 
“considerably increasing duties, it would 
+ be wiser to revért to the bonus. system, 
under which the whole of the Australian 
people would give their share of financial 
~. assistance. The bonus system justified 
itself only so long as Australia could not 
furnish the Australian industry with the 
necessary raw product. If our indus- 
tries are to flourish and become great, and 
‘supply the whole of the Australian. de- 
mand, we must be able to furnish the raw 
material from within. There is one dif- 
 fieulty which hag arisen, howeveryin con- 


The i 


Australia. If they 


workers went on strike, and that those 


. supply factories in other States. 


the 


now being obviated. The honorable mem- 


“tutions; but IT am hoping that the rx 


_ the spinning mill “proprietors s 


product, and the smaller men, who: 
operations are interfered with, have tk 
to compete unfairly with those who 
receiving supples. _ ae 
Mr. Grecory.—I have heard of 
tories which could not obtain supp 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Possibly so35_ 
various reasons have been submitted.’ — 
was said on one occasion that the nas 


° re 4 
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ey 


engaged in the collieries would not hand 
coal. Personally, I hope that those 
are inadequately paid will continue strik 
ing until their conditions are improved 
Mr. Forny.—Is that why the hono 
able member would like to see an a 
tional duty imposed? Eu 
Mr. MATHEWS.—1I think if 
be better if the honorable membe 


Mr. Grecory.—The Broken Hill 
prietary Company may acquire an 
rest in some of the larger factor 


New South Wales, and then decline to i 


‘Mr. MATHEWS.—That may be. 
but such a charge could also be 
against other companies. 
damnable situations which aris 
under our present economic system. Wi: 
also know that the importers. supply only 
certain people, and I am merely submit- 
ting arguments against the imposition of 
higher duties. JT am hoping that th 
increase suggested by the honorable me 
ber for Newcastle (Mr. Watkins), 
adopted, will be the means of indu 
other manufacturers to come to Aus- 
tralia. Even if they do, there is the 
of an “honorable understanding”. bein 
entered into with other capitalistic 7 


sure which the Minister for Trade 
Customs (Mr. Greene) has promise 
bring before this Parliament will be th 
means of preventing commercial cot 
bines from operating to the detriment 
the consumers. This practice is not 
mon to the iron trade alone, becaus 
was said that, if the spinning mills 
Australia would not supply certain st 
manufacturers with the necessary yar 
they would have to pay a higher price fc 
imported yarn, and would thus be placed 
in a very unfair position. Of e¢ 1 


id 
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they could not fein it, as they had cer- 
tain contracts to complete; but neverthe- 
_ less the smaller men were penalized. We 
have experienced similar difficulties in 
“many other directions. When we were 
discussing the last Tariff, and the duty 
on rope and jute was under considera- 
tion, the smaller manufacturers said that 
if we placed a duty on yarn Australian 
manufacturers would not be able to com- 
pete in the open market. J was in favour 
of encouraging the manufacture of yarn 
in Australia, and therefore had to insist 
‘on the imposition of a higher duty. We 
have to depend largely upon the actions 
‘of the firms. We know that capitalism 
has no’soul; but if the capitalists do not 
look after their own interests, no one 
else will. I am prepared to tell the 
“manufacturers of Australia that they are 
foolish if they do not assist in establish- 
ing industries for the manufacture of our 
raw products; but if these industries com- 
bine to the detriment of others this Par- 
liament must have the opportunity of 
taking them over, not at their own price, 
but at.a price acceptable to the Govern- 
ment. If J happen to be on the side tha 
dominates the political situation when 
such action is taken, these gentlemen will 
get very short shrift from me, because if 
we are not prepared to control their 
operations we will be in a very bad posi- 
tion, 7 

Mr. Srewart.—The honorable member 
does not expect this Government to a¢t in 
the manner he suggests. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—No; and any other 
Government who had the. support of the 
Country party would not, I am afraid, 
do as I wish. We have to aecept the 
inevitable whether we like it or not, and 


manufacture the raw products in Aus~ 


tralia. There is a great demand for the 
articles mentioned in sub-item 8B, which 
the manufacturers say that they cannot 
obtain. The district which I represent 
does not produce the raw material, but 
there are several large iron and ‘steel 
manufacturing firms within its boun- 
daries; if they cannot obtain imported 
iron and steel—and I am trying to pre- 
vent them—they must procure it from the 
Broken Hill Proprictary Company’s steel 
works, or Hoskins Limited. These firms 
must ‘not prevent the smaller manufac- 
turers from getting what they require, 


betel) 


striking for better conditions, I am nop 


_cause I beheve in men striking. 9 © 


to prove that we should not impose higher 


‘Free Traders, and I trust that our manu- 
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under my notice. . 
Mr. James Pagu.—Are they prevent 
ing any one now? 
“Mr, MATHEWS.—A month or s 
weeks ago there was difficulty in obtain 
ing supphes, bit I do not know whether 
the position is acute at present. 
Mr. Grrene.—I think the dificuley | 
arose from the fact that there was a strike 
and work was held up. . 
Mr. MATHEWS.—The answer af Ae 
producer usually is that operations have 
been interfered with im consequence of a 
strike. 
Mr. Grecory.—But they were - supply 
ing others. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—If the men were 


going to complain, because rt think they 
were justified in doing so; and I am pre- © 
pared to take my share of the blame, be- 


Mr. Jamzs Pace—It is not many 
years since that was their only weapon. — 
Mr. MATHEWS.—And in a good 
many cases it still is. I trust that the ~ 
workmen will keep, that portion of their — 
machinery well oiled. ~ * 
Mr. Warr.—They cannot have it both 
ways. (aaa 
Mr. MATHEWS.—The employer has 
it both ways when he can. ~~ ‘i 
Mr, Strwarr.—While the employer ha ; 
the right to lock-out, the ena ue 
have the right to strike. 
Mr. MATHEWS,.—Exactly. Val 
The , TEMPORARY CHATRM: 
(Mr. Atkinson).—Order! 
Mr. MATHEWS: —I know: ‘he 
opponents of Protection would endeayo 
to handle this question in such. a way a 


duties. J am warning honorable mer 
bers not to play into the hands of the 


1 Seba will sell their product direct, it 


Mr. “MARR (Parkes? T6. 5] Ot Mere 
had an opportunity of closely investigat- 
ing the Australian iron industry, and 
recently visited the works of the Broken 
Hill Proprietary Company, and Hoskins 
Limited. My last visit was made about 
two months ago, and it is possible that 
conditions may have altered somewhat 
since then, but at that particular time, 
the Broken Hill Proprietary | Company 
and Hoskins Limited were quite satisfied 
with the duties now before the Commit- 
ub tee. j 
‘ hg Mr. Cuariton.—But the bottom has 
fallen out of things on the other side of 
_ the world since then. 


Mr. MARR.—That may be so. The 
manager of the Broken Hill steel works 
‘said that at Iron Knob they have the 
richest iron ore deposits in the world, and 
_ they could produce from their deposit in 
South Australia 1 ton of pig iron for 

i every ton of coke used. He also informed 
me that the next cheapest producer in the 
world was Pittsburg, where it took 25 
- ewt. of coke to produce 1 ton of pig iron, 
thus showing that Australia had a pre- 
4 aeronee of 25 per cent. over America. I 
am quite prepared to give the Broken 
Fil Proprietary Company and Hoskins 
Limited fair and proper protection pro- 
vided that the public of Australia are 
also protected. If I thought for a 
moment that the Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company, in competition , with 
manufacturers, would be penalized, I 
would support a higher duty, but I have 
-_ not heard an argument put forward that 
- would suggest that an increase should be 
made. In giving protection to our Aus- 
tralian industries, we have to be careful 
yn not to create Combines, which would be 
_ dominated by a few commercial men, and 
Oe would eventually be a curse to "Aus- 
tralia. We have only to visit the site of 
_ the steel works at Newcastle to find that 
es the adjacent ground is.divided into blocks 
ae which they are prepared to lease to other 
_ firms for the establishment of secondary 
a industries. At the present time the 
te - Austral Nail Works, Wire Netting 
- Works, and Lysaght’s Galvanized Iron 
a ne are established there. 
Nail Works cannot sell. a pound of nails 
_ without the consent of the Broken Hill 
Proprietary Company. The position 
seemed so unusual that I perused the re- 
cords in the Arbitration Court, and found 
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- There are, however, industries started in. 
other | 


The Austral. 


in i the evidence af fe; managor of the firm | 


that es was | ‘the case. : 
support increased duties if they are + 

be the means of creating monopolies. 
ove ene —The ns oR nee 


Australian as the honorable na e } 
Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton), a 
merely bringing this matter forward in 
an endeavour to safeguard the people. 

Mr. Watkins.—The Broken Hill stee 
works have nothing to do with nails som 
nails have been produced there, 

Mr. MARR.—I say that sworn @ 
dence to that effect is on the record: 


of the Arbitration Court in | Ne 
South Wales.’ The manager of the 
company said that the Austral Nail 


people could not sell a pound of nail 
without the consent of the Broken Hil 
Company. Ii arguments are advancet 
to show that it ig necessary to give 
this protection to help Australian indu 

tries, I am prepared to support it, but 
will not support an Australian monopoly 
If the Broken Hill Company and Hoskins 
are prepared to consider the interests. of 
every firm in the iron manufacturing in- 
dustry throughout Australia, and supply. 
to each the raw material it requires in 
open competition, I shall be prepared to 
protect the producers of the raw material 


the neighbourhood ‘of the works of the 
Broken Hill Company who, having their 
own railways and rolling stock, can run 
the raw material out of “their yards. into 
the yards of these companies, whilst othe 
firms manufacturing iron in other part 
of Australia have the cost of the raw ma 
terial they use loaded with a high e 
for freight. 

Mr. James Pacu—The hongralte 
member does not want the Broken Hil 
Company to deliver their goods free 2 1 
over the Commonwealth? : 

Mr. MARR. —[ ‘do not; but. wa 
them to give other firms throughout. A 
tralia the same consideration that they 
give the subsidiary firms established nea 
their works. ne 

Mr. Warxins.—I am assured that. 
there is no difference made in the trea : 
ment of different firms. Permits: 

Mr. MARR.—Will the Broken a 
Company give ‘thatassurance? oo ay 
Mr. Warxins.— Yes. 
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Mr. MARR—TI am told that they will 
not. If they will give that assurance, I 
shall be prepared to support them. I 
want an assurance that they will not sell 
the raw material to subsidiary industries 
in Newcastle at a lower rate than they 


eharge to firms in the business of manu-. 


facturing iron in other parts of the Com- 
-monwealth. 3 
Sir Rozsert Bestrs—Who was it made 
the statement that the Austral Nail Com- 
pany could not sell a pound of nails 
without the consent of the Broken Hill 
- Company? 

Mr. MARR—Mr. McDougall. 

Sir Roperr Brsr.—t can tell my hon- 
orable friend that he is absolutely wrong. 
_ Mr, MARR.—Then I can only ask for 
the production of the records of the New 
South Wales Arbitration Court. 

Sir Rosert Brsr.—The honorable 
member is wrong in the statement that 
he makes, and it is well that that should 
_ be known. 

Mr. MARR.—I can produce the record 
of the statement. 1 repeat my statement, 
that if the Broken: Hill Company will 
give an assurance that they will not sell 
their raw material at a lower rate to the 
subsidiary industries. in Newcastle than 
to firms engaged in thé same business 
elsewhere in Australia, I ‘shall be pre- 


pared to support protection for their in-’ 


dustry. 


Mr. James Pacu.—How can they give 
that assurance? If a.man goes to a shop 
to buy goods, he gets them cheaper than 
he does if they have to be delivered to 

him. x 
_ Mr. MARR.—TI am not asking for free 
delivery to various firms, but that the 
Broken Hill Company shall ‘sell their 
products to all firms at the same price at 
their works. There is a man carrying on 
business in the manufacture of nails in 
a small way at Waterloo, in the South 
Sydney ‘electorate, and I ask whether it 
is fair that, because he requires only a 
few tons of rod iron, the Broken Hill 
people should charge him from £3 to £4 
per ton more than they charge a firm 
‘using 10,000 tons per year? 

Mr. Gremne.—aA reasonable discount 
for a large order is not unfair. 

Mr. MARR.—I ask honorable members 
whether they do not think that a firm pre- 
pared to make a contract with the Broken 
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Hill Company for 54,000 tons, spread 
over three years, is entitled to some con-  ~ 
sideration ? ts 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—Yes. ) 
Mr, MARR.—TI say that a subsidiary 
industry established in Neweastle can buy 
raw material from the Broken Hill Com- 
pany at a lower rate than the company is 
prepared to quote for a big firm that will 
take 54,000 tons in three years. : That ap- 
pears to me to indicate that the Broken —~ 
Hill Company is a monopoly. ‘ 
Mr. Ricwarp Fostrr.—That 
investigated, - Ea tl 
_ Mr. MARR.\I am asking that it 7 
should be investigated. I have been ask- 
ing thatfor the last couple of months. 
I am prepared, in order to establish in=- ~ 
dustries in Australia, to support the Bro- 
ken Hill Company, Hoskins, and other a 
ae 


rT 


should be * 


‘manufacturers of iron, but 1am not going ~ 


to support any industry that is a mono- ~ 
poly. NT 

Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [6.20]— — 
Honorable members have just listened to ~ 
a speech in which the honorable member 
for Parkes (Mr. Marr) claimed to be a’ 7 
Protectionist, and then said that he was — 
not going to support: these industries 
unless certain things are done as he de- 
sires. Although the honorable member ~~ 
claims to be desirous of making Australia 
self-contained, his speech would appear to 
have one object only, and that is to” 
destroy all prospect of the successtul 
carrying on of steel and iron works. If 
the statements which the honorable mem- 
ber has made were correct, the Committee 
would not be justified in voting for in= © 
creased protection for these industries. ~~ 
It is because I believe they are’ not cor | 7 
rect that I have risen to speak. I have ™ 
the assurance now from Mr. McDougall, © 
the gentleman named by the honorable 7 
member, and the manager of the particu- 
lar works to which he referred, that there 
is not one atom of truth in the statement 
that has been attributed to’ him. ke 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer—Then it is @/ Bi 
good job that the honorable member for — 
Parkes (Mr. Marr) made the statement. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—To show how mis= 7 ~ 
informed the honorable member for ‘ 
Parkes is, Mr. McDougall assures me that ~~ 
he has uever been in the Arbitration” 


Court in his life. as 


ae “CHARLTON. ute ig cae to 


mittee. It might mean life or death to 


a ‘thisindustry. ; 
Mr. Marr—cCould we postpone the 


Cinides the record? 
oe hg CHARLTON.—If I believed the 


honorable member’s statement to be 
‘correct, I could not conscientiously vote 
for any increase of this duty. The New- 
_ eastle works of the Broken Hill Company 
have been established now for a few years. 
: I say that they were of immense value to 
- this country during the war. I do not 
- know what we should have done in Ause 
- tralia had it not been for this particular 
hae When the honorable sev oncom 


mi poly, let me racing him that he is no 
wore opposed to monopolies than I am. 
But I am not coming here to play the 
_ hypocrite, and I say that even if the 


we should not permit monopolies estab- 
lished outside of Australia. and carrying 
on their business with cheap labour to 
pend their goods here to the detriment 
of the people for whom we have to find 
employment. The question is whether 
the recent war has taught the people of 
- Australia and members of this Parlia- 
ment that this country must be self-con- 
tained. If it has taught us that lesson, 


_ view to establishing Australian industries. 
The speech of the honorable member for 
_ Parkes leads me to the conclusion that he 
does not understand the position. The 
Minister for Trade and Customs has 
_ stated on more than one occasion that if 
this Tariff is passed it is his intention to 
ereate a Board, and if he finds through — 
the investigations of that Board that any 


s _ monopoly has been created for the pur- 


pose of exploiting the people, 

- bring the matter before this Parliament 
and have the monopoly dealt -with 

bc through the Tariff. é 

‘ Re Marr.—lI ‘am prepared: to support 

" that ° 


‘ee such a statement before the Com- 


eonsideration of the item until I can‘ 


Broken Hill Company were a monopoly 


3 ponte! for eeoudas Gobi Watkin: 


then we must discuss se Tariff with a- 


he will « 


Mr. CHARLTON —Then is sai bees 
adel ce ve member aay support the 


contained in the Bill he proposes to intro 
duce. He asks us to swallow the Tat 7 
first. i 


given us some amerenia' i: but ae Kae iy 
able member surely does not expect: to be — 


the measure before it is submitted to 
Mr. Grecory.—It should have ie 
troduced before now. PAs) 
Mr, CHARLTON. _—When it is sub 
mitted to us we shall ne able to diseu 


tive? 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I do not OV 
why it should not be effective. The hon. 
orable member, no doubt, has an min 
our constitutional livditetigns | 

Mr. Brtt.—No. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—As the Aine 
(Mr. Greene) has said, the Constitutior 


gives us full power to deal with Custon 


fairly by the people.) we shall be abl 
the exercise of our Customs powe?, to 
them in,their proper les That be 


not the duty is oe The honora 


pose when this Tariff schedule was sv 
mitted twelve ae ago, oe since th 


ole 
out Europe the workers, in man: 
stances, have been obliged recent 
Sale reduced Wages, in order that t 


ons on. During the war the work 
other countries received much: | 
wages than they had previously enjoy 
and we ‘were in a. Wha position, 
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much cheaper than it was two or three 
- years ago, we could not fairly expect a 
duty imposed twelve months ago to be 
effective to-day. We have, therefore, 
either to increase the duty in this case 
or to allow cheap-labour imports to come 
in, to the detriment of our own people. 
The outlook is not too good, and it is 
essential to establish our industries on a 
firm basis, in order that employment may 
_ be found for our own people, as well as 
- for those who are now being induced to 
come to Australia. It is true, as the Act- 
ing Prime Minister (Sir Joseph Cook) 
said this afternoon, that Australia is 
‘managing as well, perhaps, as most other 
- eountries; but what is happening in other 
countries must be reflected here if we per- 
mit the free introduction of goods made 
under conditions that we would not tole- 
rate. Already we hear of thousands of 
“unemployed, but if we do not protect our 
own industries from the cheap labour of 
other countries, we shall have tens of 
_ thousands out of work. 
Mr. Srewarr.—tThe primary producer 
has to compete with the cheap-labour pro- 
ducts of other countries. © 
Mr. CHARLTON.—The primary pro- 
ducer has been doing fairly well of late. 
Mr. Hrri.—I am very sorry to hear 
the honorable member make that state- 
nent. : 
Mr. CHARLTON.—During the last 
year or two our primary producers have 
done much better than before. Will the 
honorable member say that the position 


of the wheat-growers has not been im-’ 


proved during the past two years? 

Mr. Stnwarr.—So far as wheat is con- 
cerned, we have done better. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Only because of 
the assistance which the Government have 
given the wheat-growers in getting their 
produce to market. Prior to the war, 
from 3s. 9d. to 4s, 3d. a bushel for wheat 
was considered a good price. 

Mr. Berx.—I deny that. 

Mr. CHARLTON. — Mr, Lynch, ex- 
member for Werriwa, who has been en- 
gaged in farming for many years, said 
again and again’in this House that from 
3s. 9d. to 4s. 3d. a bushel was considered 
_ to be a good price before the war. Hon- 
_ orable members of the Country party will 
not say that it is not in the best interests 
of this country to establish the iron and 
_ steel industry here. 
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My. Re oe SN at all. 


orable member say that the Rie i i 
dustries should not also be encouraged, — 
The steel industry gives direct emplo 
ment to thousands of workmen, and in- — 
directly finds employment for thousands — 
of. others. If we can firmly establish 
that industry by means of a Tariff thai 
will keep out cheap imports from Bel- 
gium and elsewhere, should we not do so? 

Mr. Watkins. — And so increase the - 
local: markets for our primary products. — 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Exactly. Natal 

‘Mr. Srewarr. — But if the primary 
producer can only obtain black labour 
rates for his produce in Australia, o 
what advantage will that be to him? 

Mr. CHARLTON.—The primary pro- 
ducer in some respects, at all events, has” 
of late had a fair chance. If he is not 
getting reasonable prices for some of his — 
products, the fault must rest with the 
middlemen, because the consumer is un- 
doubtedly paying good rates. The 
sooner the Country party work for the 
handling of our primary products on ¢o- 
operative lines the better. The honor 
able member for Wimmera (Mr. Stewart) 
will admit that»we ought to Di 
our own industries. : 

Mr. Srewarr—Every industry has a 
right to be encouraged, but not at the eX- 
pense of other industries. f 

Mr. OHARLTON. — The inoreaaeae 
duty proposed in this case will not benefit. 
the iron and steel industry at the oe 
of other industries here. 


Sitting suspended from 6.80 Pe) 8 Dp. m. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I was pointing out. 
to honorable members of the Countr 
party and their constituents the effects of 
the establishment of a Protective pony 
which would encourage our industries © 
such an extent as to find employment fo 
our people, and markets for the. product 
of those on the land. I do not think tha 
any one will endeavour to controvert the 
position I seek to establish: *Our futur 
prosperity must depend on our capacity 
to find employment for our people; and, ~ 
in view of the necessity for a greater ~ 
population, we must establish such indus 
tries as that of iron and steel. It: hag, 
been argued that, so far as the iron a 


se 


first” ons, proposes to ace a ‘tribunal 
for dealing with any attempt of the kind 
made under the Tariff, aml supposed to 
be detrimental to the welfare of the com- 
munity. At the present time, however, 
the iron and steel industry is not confined 


lige ai Proprietary, and Hoskins Brothers, 
B, _ while we are given to understand that in 
_ Queensland, also, it is proposed to estab- 
lish iron works. 

os te Mr. Greene. —Hoskins 
“going to Port Kembla, 

Mr. CHARLTON.—That is so. We 
Have, therefore, three distinct companies 
in ‘this line of business, and it would ap- 
"pear that there will be ‘sufficient competi- 
tion to see justice done to those who re- 
_ quire the articles produced by the com- 
panies. ; 
The honorable member for ae 
(Mr. Marr) has told us that the 
Broken Hill Proprietary has refused to 
sell its*products on an equal footing to 
_ different purchasers. In order to dissi- 

“pate any idea of the kind, I quote the 
This lotter—which has just been 
_ Tfanded to me—from the secretary of the 
Broken Hill Proprietary to the Minister 
for ‘Trade and Customs :— 


In reply to the statement made'in the House 
‘Of Representatives this afternoon by the hon- 
orable member for Parkes to the effect that 
discrimination and preference to customers in 
respect of supply and delivery..were practised 
Me se the Broken Hill Proprietary Company Limi- 
ted, I desire to state emphatically that neither 


Brothers are 


. There we have an emphatic denial. 
Mr. Marer.—TI shall show otherwise. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Of course, the 
honorable member has a perfect right to 
a substantiate what he has said. However, 
te there is no industry in the Commonwealth 
: ica of greater. importance than the iron and 
m: steel industry. It is good for us that the 
industry was under way when the war 
broke out; otherwise I do not know what 
would have happened to Australia. 
ee: he Consipins.—What about the bogus 
: ammunition factory at Broken Hill? 
‘Mr. CHARLTON. —Whatever objec- 
| tion honorable members may have to this 


that this industry was of great value to 
Australia. during the trying period of the 


must be self-contained. 


to any one company; we have the Broken 


‘ber will wait. 


charge can be sustained against my company. 


ey, and then we have to conside 


or any other company, we cannot deny 


_ We were then taught the Tesson te 


The only question “that tena 
whether the duty Pnee in the sche 
1s, ‘sufficient. 


must conclude that what meee ) 
adequate then is inadequate to-day. 
“Mr. MoWrertame — WHal duty do. y 


reat Q 


Mr. Geran oN ot 50. per cont, 
valorem ? ae 
Mr. CHARLTON.—No, | ‘Ho 


members may ‘laugh at my proposal, | 
what it means is an increase from 20: 
to 30s. in the British ee column 


when we kee in hud ee 8 
the Tariff was originally imposed. 
instance, relying on my memory, t ma 
ask what has been the increase in 
price of coal, which is used to suc 
large extent in this industry? oat 

Mr. Hitt.—What are the 1 increases on 
the other side? ie 

Mr. CHARLTON.--f: shall ies 
the “other side” if the honorable mem 
There has been a. ver; 
substantial increase in the price of coal, 
and, in addition, the workers eS e 


creases in wages, eat ee a 
have never overtaken the cost ot in 


increase in freights, harbor dues, a 
forth, mI 
Mr. Constpinz.—Did I. not hau 
honorable nfember, a little while ack, 
tell us that coal is a rarest more che P y 


now. "The hancaaule fieabes for Eel , 
(Mr. Hill) has asked, “ What are the 
creases on the other side? Cant & can 
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~ eoal, and at the, present time coal is 
oe imported ‘from France, America, 
Wand elsewhere to other parts of Europe. 
- In Europe, therefore, there is.no dearth 
of coal, and that is one fact which 
Operates in favour of those who manu- 
- facture iron and steel on the Continent. 
_ Then, again, I am sorry to say that in 
Europe wages are falling every day, the 
' workmen being compelled to accept reduc- 
tions. 
- Mr. Consmmvz—And some people are 
- doing their damndest to make the work- 
men here accept reductions. 
- Mr, CHARLTON.—My object is to 
try and keep wages up. 
_ Mr, Hizxi.—Are you not trying to keep 
prices up? 
_ Mr. CHARLTON.—So long as only 
-reasonable profits are made, it is’ good 
_ for employers and employees to have 
prices kept up. At the present time, 
wages are decreasing week after week, 
and this has given rise to the disastrous 
strike i in the Old Country. In Belgium, 


both wages and the price of coal have | 


fallen, and it is possible there to produce 
more cheaply than we can here. That 
state of things is likely to continue, and, 
“if so, how can any objection to an in- 
’ erease in. this duty be justified ? We meet 
here as men desirous of making Australia 
_ self-contained; and if we do not achieve - 
our object the results will be disastrous. 
The price paid here may hea little 
_higher than in Belgium, but does any one 
say that we, with our better conditions 
and higher standard of living, ought to 
be hg to manufacture here at the same 
cost as in Belgium? We must remember 
that freights are not half what they were 
twelve months ago. 
one MA, fe a Ht EOOr job, 
too. 

Mr. OHARLTON. —I am not saying 
it is not “a good job, » but if freights are 
falling now they were previously too 
high. 

Mr. MoWirr1ams.—They are still 
higher than they were before the war. 
Mr. CHARLTON:—That is so, but 
| Oe have decreased by half in the last 
_ twelve months. This duty was imposed 
; twelve months ago, when freights were 
high, and the conditions of labour abroad 
_ were better; and if is now for us to Say. 

pether or ‘not, under the altered condi- 


. REPRESENTATIVES, re 


justification for putting on the Tariff. 


main in force? 


‘with questions of wages, and prices ed 
ave 


: Lari ‘i 


tions, the duty should be inoseneat 
is not one interjection from the other sli 
to indicate that what T say is. “not cor. 

rect. ies 


Mr. GREGORY —That ts not 80. a Bee 


able member now says that there was one : 


Mr. Grecory.—lI do not say that; ; what 
I say is that the abnormal prices of 
fifteen months ago did not ue a 
Tariff. és 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I do not: agree bs 
with the honorable member, because, ir . 
my opinion, the Tariff was justifie 
Without the Tariff, this industry won 
not have been established in Austraha. 


Mr. Grucory.—That is not correct. — 
Mr. CHARLTON.—I say that th 
Tariff keeps the industry going. = 


Mr. Grecory.—You say that the 
dustry would not have been ales 
for the Tariff. s¢ a 

Mr. CHARLTON. —It ue nae 
been started, but the war ie 
cu cg it—the matter is cone 


our rates of “Wages and’ present pas” bs 
of living, we must impose such a Tariff 
as will exclude the foreign manufactur 
article; and I speak now as one who h: 
gone through the mill, f[ have deno net 
excessive prices, but I realize that we 
must keep prices up to a reasonable le elo 
in order to insure to our people a pr 
standard a ae here. We ie ieee come 


you desire is provided, what guaran e 
have you that the present wages wie, re- 


‘Mr. OHARLTON. _We Laas 


guarantee, but we have tribunals to 


wages. What guarantee hae. the: he 
able tember or myself lane our r indus 


i to 0. spe 
of unem- 


1 eae as aN Denis ae 


cde 


en . Consminz.—We shall 1 thom 
ae of unemployed, ‘Tariff or no Tariff. 
a Mr. CHARLTON. — Unfortunately, — 
we have unemployed to-day, and that is 

a reason why we should find means of 
r employment. Is the unemployment here 
a justification for our permitting foreign — 
countries to send us. products which we 
should provide ourselves? 

_ Mr. Constpryz.—The earrying on of 
our industries depends on the European 
situation, and not on'the Tariff. 
yy wr. CHARLTON.—I cannot agree 
with the honorable member; whatever 
objections the honorable member © “may 


conditions, we must, while it prevails, 
endeavour to do the best we can for the 
_ people of Australia. For that reason, I 


posed increased duty. 

_ Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [8.15].—I 
_ think everybody in this Parliament, or 
anywhere else in Australia, is quite satis- 
fied that an industry such as that which 
aes been established at Newcastle by the 
- Broken Hill Proprietary Company is 
essential to the future welfare of the 
country; and if it could be shown that it 


_ that Parliament would be quite unani- 
- mous in giving it whatever assistance it 
4 required. But has it been shown by any 
speaker here to-night that the industry 
has been languishing at any period since 
it was established, or that the company 
has not been able ‘to produce successfully 
against any competition that might be 
brought to bear against it? : 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp. — They have had 
put hands off recently. , 

Mr. GREGORY. —Why? 

Mr. Heoror Lamonp he of the 
competition. 

Mr. GREGORY. cot cannot heliare 
hat, with the present high prices, there 
an ‘be anything in the nature of severe 
opposition at the present moment. to an 
industry such as this. I am satisfied, and 
the sooner the Committee realizes it the 
4 better, that this country has only a cer- 
tain productive value, and we must make 
t he conditions in Australia such that we 


ployed and low wages for those who have : 


have to the present economic system or_ 


hope the Committee will agree to the pro-. 
* outside, 


Looe! any special protection, I am sure 


te onde other countries. 


ee awe. all Eas Bh 

Mr. GREGORY.—I always hear that 
ery from a certain section who would buy 
their own goods from the Chinese. I 


tations are the crowd who generally 
to the Chinaman’s shop to buy th 
groceries. I have made it clear ever since 
the Tariff debate started that I am vi 


to show how desirous I am of encourag: 
ing trade with the British Empire—tha 
is, so far as we could do so with fair ¢ 
sideration 4o ourselves, In what I have 
said, I have always wanted the Comm 
tee to realize the value of the natur. 
protection which Australia enjoys in re- 
gard to the importation of goods from 
I do not intend to press that 
point so far as iron and steel are con- 
cerned, but when we are. dealing wit! 
agricultural machinery and bulky articles 
of that sort, the question of sie - , 
tection is a very big one. | 


It is wise for the Government to en- 
courage an industry such as we are no 
considering. ‘The only question is wha 
nature that encouragement should p 
take of, and to what extent it is’ neces- 
sary. Nobody has shown that the Broker 
Hill works at Newcastle are languishin 
or that they have hot been carried on a 
very great profit. 


Mr. Ryan.—Does the honorable ‘mem 
ber suggest that we must wait until an in 
dustry is languishing before we take 
tion? Would that not be rather late? 


Mr. GREGORY.—No. If the honor 
able member will permit me, I shall show 
shortly, by reference to other countri 
and particularly to Canada, what I mean. 
~The Broken Hill Company has built up 
this industry on first-class lines. it hh 3 


inv 


I have read its book, From Silver to St 
and a good many of its reports.. Un 
tunately I have not been able to visit 
Neweastle to see its. yore wee bu 


out iron or steel, would honorable mem- 
bers be justified in saying that, because 
the industry was languishing, and those 
running it could not make it pay, high 
duties should be imposed on the goods it 
was turning out, simply because it did 
not possess an up-to-date plant? That is 
where the trouble lies. We are asked, 
because up-to-date appliances are not 
used, and because’ a: ‘factory does not 
avail itself of all the latest inventions 
Mr. Hecror Lamonn.—You cannot say 
‘" that in this case. . 
Mr. GREGORY.—I could have said 
it so far ag some of our industries are 
~~ concerned, i 
‘Mr. Consworve.—Obsolete methods of 
D msduction are not confined to secondary 
industries, they apply to agriculture as 
ee well. 
Mr. GREGORY .—That is so, and the 
_ more difficult we make it for the farmer 
_ to get his machinery in, the harder it is 


_ Parliament were to say, “ You must get 
everything you want in Australia; you 
must not use the inventions that are 
being made all over the world,” the diffi- 
_ eulties of the farmer would be inten- 
sified. Quite a number of industrial 
concerns, realizing the competition they 
eae meeting from other countries, are 
_ seriously considering this phase of the 
question. Only the other night I 
_-» read a paragraph in the . Herald 
about the Barrow Hematite Steel Com- 
pany, in England, which, by installing a 
new blast furnace, had aftoetod i a saving 
in coke, wages, and other charges which 
- worked out at the rate of £60,000 a year 
_ compared with the expenditure on the fur- 
nace that it replaced. It is absolutely 
essential to consider that question in this 
ease, for the very special reason that we 
are dealing now with one of the great 
_ key industries of Australia. By every 
_ fraction by which we increase the cost of 
_ iron or steel, we are penalizing every other 
industry in the Commonwealth. If we make 
_ steel dearer in Australia, we must surely 
_ make dearer every implement that is re- 
quired i in the mine or on the farm. 


ries to every primary product. 


eae until we are satisfied that, it 


or third-rate plant in aseaue oie. 


out as cheaply as any other part th 


for him to use up-to- date methods. ‘If: 


into the cities. 


America. 


Mr. Constprnz.—That argument oe ! 


Mr. GREGORY .—I; applies more par- 


( ticularly to a key industry such as this. always been at least twice those of 


out a oT. we should hee before i 
posing one. Surely some arguments ou. 
be brought forward to show that without 
this duty the industry cannot be carrie 
on. The Broken Hill Company ha 
believe, one of the most up-to-date 
in the world. Its works are s 
right on the seaboard, and it ought, tl 
fore, to be able to vet its products in 


world, including America, Cone and. 
Great Britain. 


it is quite possible for the company. a e 
able to do so. At any rate, the hon — 


“The company 0 
be getting coal as cheaply as in almos 


and I do not say that is ‘the « case 
probably due to the use of out. 
aOR: 


foie Cuartton.—The honorabl 
ber cannot go by those comparis 
cause in one case you have a very high 
seam, and in the other case a ee eal 


the majority of the mines in ‘Apes 1¢a, } 
probably get a bigger seam than. in 
Britain. I am quoting from Dun’s In 


national Review—a paper of world- 
reputation, It states:— é 


Wages in the United States of A 


| dificult barrier to overcome in the struggle | 
for markets. 

Mr. Hector eee —I boube the 
accuracy of that statement, if it means 
that American wages in the ‘coal industry 
are twice those paid in Australia. 


| Mr. GREGORY.—There may be a 
slight exaggeration there; but it is quite 
probable that the writer was not consider- 
- ing Australian conditions at all. The 
fact remains that, right through the war, 
wages in the United States ‘of America 
_ were considerably higher than those ned 
in Australia. 
Mr. Consmwrivz.—And the 
hours were longer. 

Mr. GREGORY.—Hour for hour, the 
wages were 
America than here. The Review states 
that, according to the official British 
figures, in 1916 the average South Wales 
miner cut 222 tons of bituminous coal 
and 207 tons of anthracite coal, as 
against 891 tons of bituminous coal and 

_ 548 tons of anthracite coal cut by the 
average American miner. 
_ Mr. Maruzws.—They had the men 
G working in stockades in America, and 
- would not let the union delegates enter. 
Mr, GREGORY.—The American work- 
man is probably a great deal more inde- 
pendent than the workmen of other coun- 
tries, and does not allow outsiders to de- 
termine his conditions, as, for instance, 
at Mount Lyell and Mount Morgan re- 
«ently. The point I am making is that 
we must introduce the most up-to-date 
_ methods. 
be obtained at Newcastle to- day at £1 Is. 
9d. per ton. In England, according to 
_ the latest returns, coal costs £2 12s. a 
ton. That was the price just prior to the 
. strike. It takes 3 tons of coal to manu- 
facture a ton of steel, 
whether coal was obtainable i in Great Bri- 
_ tain prior to the strike for twice the price 
at which it can be got here. Then the 
_ Broken Hill Company has at Iron Knob, 
in South Australia, a practically inex- 
haustible supply of iron ore, assaying from 
66 to 68 per cent. of iron fairly free from 
_ sulphur, and without phosphorus, where- 
as in Great Britain the average _per- 
centage of iron obtainable is from ‘30 to 
36, and about the same in Germany, and 
in ‘the United States of America it is not 
- more than 38. Therefore, a ton of iron 
‘a ore from: ‘Tron aaa will mea oe 


loekiae 


fl June, 1921.) — 


_ tages I have named, we should be able ton 


considerably higher in: 


I understand that coal can 


and I question. 


ter in eas eNt is wu ae For copper, 


| Pariff. 


twice as much pig iron as can be obtained — 

from the iron ore mined in the countries e 
from which we get our chief supplies of u 
iron and steel. In Australia, we have i 
cheap coal and rich iron ore. ee 


Mr. Matnews.—And cheap labour. 


Mr, GREGORY.—1I do not know that 3 
What we should require of labour here is 
that its output should be equivalent to. 
that of other countries. With the advan- 


produce iron and steel as cheaply as, and 
even more cheaply, than other countries 
can do so. It igs idle to say that, in’ 
the Old Country, wages have been cut 
down below what are paid here. In 
March of last’ ‘year, according to the 
Daily Chronicle, the rates of wages in the. 
iron industry of England were from 20 to 
25 per cent. higher than the rates paid 
in Australia. Wages have not increased - 
here to the extent that might have been - 
anticipated, more particularly when the - 
high prices that the Broken Hill Com- 
pany was getting for its output during 
the war are remembered. The company — 
did good work during the war, and gave 
us supplies that we could not then. obtain 
elsewhere, besides sending steel to the Old 
Country, which was highly commended, 
But the company was started before nee 
war, without any expectation of the big 
protective duties now proposed. Are these 
duties justified? The big profits made 
during the war must have helped the com- — 
pany to build up reserves, and to increase | 
plant, and thus a large industry has been — 
created. But we have not yet got back © 
to pre-war conditions, and prices are still 
exceedingly high. 

I do not know whether the state- 
ment made to-night, that the company 
has been supplying one firm and not 
another, is correct; but with the help 
of the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) and 
Sir John Higgins some vile Combines 
have been started in this country. We 
know of the formation of the Zine Pro- 
ducers Organization, which has compelled. 
the Mount Lyell Company, the Broken 
Hill Company, and other companies, to 
hand over to it all their output for the 
next fifty years. A Copper Producers 
Association was also formed. In a ct 
cular which has been sent to members by 
Messrs. Lysaght, it is pointed out that 
£33 a ton has to be paid for local mined 
spelter, although the market price of spel- 


8770 Tariff. 
too, the local manufacturer has to pay 25 
per cent. more than the price at which it 
can be bought in the markets of~ the 
world, ‘although copper is produced in 
Australia. We mvst break down these 
Combines. In this city to-day, there are 
the makings of some very fine ones. Men 
are getting behind the scenes and securing 
‘control of our industries in a way that 

will become intolerable unless it is 
_ checked in time. : 

Prices have not come back to the pre- 
war level. I have here a list of maxi- 
mum prices received prior to and during 
the war, and also at the present time. ,I 
obtained the list from a hardware mer- 
chant to-day, and I think I can guarantee 
its accuracy. In regard to bar and 
wrought iron, I find the pre-war price was 
£8 10s. per ton, that during the war it 
‘rose to £36 per ‘ton, and to-day it is £28 
per ton. In this line it will be seen we 
have not by any means got back to nor- 
mal conditions, and, in addition, heavier 
freight, insurance, and exchange charges 
are all in favour of the local manufac- 
turer. Fencing wire before the war was 
£7 10s. per ton wholesale. During the 
war it rose to £42 per ton, and to-day it is 
“£23 per ton. How-.on earth are our 
people going to develop the outback coun- 
try if they have to pay such high prices 
for these necessary articles upon which 
very heavy duties are now being levied? 
My list contains particulars. of ‘other 
articles, all going to show that present 
prices are, on the average,’ 100 per cent. 
above pre-war rates. We should follow 
the Canadian practice. Canada is right 
alongside a great manufacturing country 
like the United States of America, which 
has a big free list. Item 613 of the 
United States of America Tariff, steel in- 
‘gots, cogged ingots, blooms, and slabs, die- 
blocks or blanks, and billets, made by the 
Bessemer Siemens-Martin open hearth 
or similar processes, is on the free list. 

Mr. Greene.—Will the. honorable 
membere quote the United States of 
America duty when that industry was 
established ? | 

Sir Rosert Busr.—It was 75 per cent. 
then. 

Mr, GREGORY.—If the Minister will 
study the United States of America 
Tariff he will find that the duties have 
been rising and falling as different Go- 


vernments came into office ever since’ 


Sicoieonatidc anit “or ] 


a similar fate. 


Tariff. 


1803, and I may remind him that the 
McKinley Cabinet, which was sae a 
for the heavy Protectionist duties 
in 1890 went out of office on the next ap- 
peal to the country. , 
ther the present Government will meet 


case. 
built up their iron and steel industries _ 
that they can do without Barca and — 
Canada, which is alongside the United — 
States of America, and whose industries — 


are in competition with those of the : 


United States of America, is content with 


a duty of 10s. 5d. per ton on pig iron, 


whereas this Committee is asked to m- 
crease the duty of 20s. 
per cent. 


I do not know whe- 4 
I am only reminding len 


the Minister of what happened in pages 
The United States of America so, 


per ton by ses 


Mr. Consipine.— One-third of the capi- 7 ae ‘ 


tal inivested in Canada is from the vai 
States of America. 

Mr. GREGORY.—But the policy one 
the Canadian Government is not dictated — 
by the investors of the United States of — 
America, who may have put their money — 
into Canadian - plant. I want also to» 
remind honorable members that in 


Canadian manufacturers,: besides having 
to meet the United States of America 
manufacturers in competition, have to 
import a great proportion of the coal re- 
quired for manufacturing purposes. For 


instance, in 1918, they imported © 
45,000 000 tons of anthracite coal, dutyee 
free, ‘and over 14,000,000 tons of 


bituminous coal, on which they Fete): 
a duty of 35 cents per ton, and still they — 
are able to.carry on with lighter duties — 
than are proposed in this schedule. 


I direct attention to the report of a a 


Select Committee that inquired into this 


particular industry, and reported in Oc- ~ a 
Mr. Delprat gave some im- 
He was asked— | 


tober, 1912. 
portant evidence. 
I resume you are going into these works, — 


believing you can compete successfully, so far ak 


as iron and steel are concerned, with the mar- 
kets of the outside world? 


He said “ Yes” to this question, and was 
then asked— 
I suppose you will not ask that any import 


duty be put upon iron and steel to assist Bont 
in your industry? 


Ne 


To this he replied— 3 pe a 


No. We have decided that if we conta 
carry on without Government support or as 
sistance, we shall not proceed witht the yore 
at all, 


; nae i 


Sir — The conditions 
ave ene aces ‘since s then. 


Mr. GREGORY.—The Treasurer: re- 
“minds us that the conditions have altered. 
as I have been looking up earlier Hansard 
Wat _Teports and reading the wonderful 
me a ce es made by members of the Free 
_ Trade party headed by the present Prime 
- Minister (Mr. Hughes), and aided and 
abetted by the present Treasurer (Sir 
Sy ich Cook). I cannot believe that 
either of those gentlemen has altered 
_ his opinion to any extent. It is pos- - 
Meh aible, however, that political views have 
made all this difference in them. I want 
to show that industrial conditions have 
not altered in Australia to the extent that 
Piaiey have altered in Great Britain. Ae 
a - America. TI shall show, later on, that the 
wages paid in those countries in the 
manufacture of agricultural machinery 


in the nature of a tes or assistance 


the Commonwealth Government. 
Mr. Warxins.—They all said 
at the | comméncement. ere 
enthusiasts. The attempt to start eo 
works in Australia in face of such e- 


‘Mr. GREGORY. Ae ereginhye) there is 
different crowd in control to-day. — ‘Pp 1S: 
sibly, seeing the way in which duties have 
been increased all round, they have « 
to the conclusion that they might as v 
‘be in the swim and ask for more. | 

Mr. Cuartron.—The hosorahl: m 
ber has made comparisons with al 
every country in the world but Belgi a 
from which our steel works are gétting 
competition to-day in the shape of goods 
which probably come from Germany. _ 

Mr. GREGORY.—1I have figures tha 
show that the prices of these big” 


7. are considerably in advance of those- paid | -coming from Belgium are nearly 300 p 


in Australia, and that the production else- 

where is ever so much greater than it is 

here. If the workers would only give an 
adequate output, the cost of wages paid 
Va them would be no great item. 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Has the hon- 


" cent. higher. ‘than. pre-war. prices. 


course, we shall never go back to the pre. 
“war aol: 1 . do: not , want that: 
want to see good conditions establishe 
for our workers, because it will be useléss 
for us to attempt to carry on withouw 


: arable member read the evidence given in contented community; but we canno 


this morning’s | Pape in ve to 
ff i ockninc Island ? : 


po eM GREGORY —I read the ey ie 
- eontained in the report submitted by the 
 Publie Accounts Committee, of which the 
honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 


- Charlton) was Chairman. It was one of 


the fairest and best reports ever pub- 
lished. It showed the difficulties with 
which the management of the island had 
to contend. Unfortunately, the recom- 
mendations of the Committee were not 
earried out. ; 
Mr. Lavetrze.—On a point of oe . 
what connexion has the honorable mem- 


ber’s remarks with the item under dis- 


cussion ? Rs ) | 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr, Atkinson).—The honorable member 
for Dampier is not in order i in discussing 
_ Cockatoo Island. | 


Mr. GREGORY.—1I have already 
shown that the report of the Inter-State 
Commission contains a clear and distinct 


statement made by the Broken Hill Pro-. 


hen they established their steel . 


yap 


exceed’ the productive capacity of 4] 
country. We cannot pay wages beyon 
our productive ea pacniy, We must co 
sider the effect these duties are likely 1 
have on people who are engaged: : 
primary production. Tf the impositic 
of, heavy duties makes land developme: 
too expensive, production must decrease 
and if we cease to produce wealth 
cannot continue to pay wages. | 
The following words, contained in 
report of the Inter- State Commis 
justify my previous remarks in refere 
to the iron deposits at Iron Knob:— — 
T see nothing in the evidence to justi ? 
assumption that some form of fiscal assis 
will be permanently inevitable. On the 
. trary, the richness of Australian ore dep: 
compared with ‘those of other countries 
Iron Knob ore yields 68 per cent. of iro 
against 36 per cent. profitably worked in 
PEE)» and the fehh one borne by 


prove right once nite is ee an ) 
it low Rees cost. The ate “Th or 


Geatign works. 


Before reading the eiieiuimedia 


or that: Cees a, I it ah to We 


the @ people of Wee Australia are en- 
avouring to build up their State. Mr. 
L saght has demonstrated. the cost of con- | 
eying galvanized iron and other mate-’ 
ials from Neweastle to Fremantle—the 
eight ranges from £2 10s. to £3 28° 6d. 
eee ‘ton——and the Inter-State Commission 
thas shown that even if a bonus were 
iven for the delivery of pig-iron to dis- 
tant places, no such bonus would be 
ufficient to enable Australian manutac- 
urers to capture the Western Australian 
market. I do not suppose that much pig- 
iron is imported -into Western Australia, 
‘but I feel sure that steel and other similar 
lines can be imported from Great ‘Britain 


they can be from Neweastle unless the 
price of the Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company’s product is considerably re- 
duced. Freight alone will enable the 
Western Australian people to get a 
peperer article from Great Britain. 

- Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—The honorable 
i ocihar is not looking at the cost of 
carrying the raw material to Newcastle. 


ferent matter. 
member has not studied the question. 
_ The Broken Hill Proprietary Company 
have vessels specially built for the pur- 
pose of conveying iron ore from Tron 
Knob to Newcastle. 


Vo Mr, Hecror Lamonp.—Those vessels 
are under the same navigation laws, 
oe awards and expenses as are other vessels. 


is Mr. GREGORY.—That, again, is an 
ie ea different matter. The Broken 
_ Hill Proprietary Company’s vessels run 
_ from their own wharf at Iron Knob to 
their own wharf at Neweastle, and their 
costs are nothing in comparison with 
what they would be if they had to tie up 
at other people’s wharfs and consign from 
one port to another. 
‘¢ meondation made by the Inter-State Com- 
- -mission— | 
f 7 We recommend that a duty of 17s. 6a. per 
_ ton general, and 12s. 6d. per ton preferential, 


be imposed on pig iron, except pig iron of © 


vi) special brands and values, which are provided 
for hereunder. This will not secure the West- 
erm Australian market, but no means can be 
seen of arranging for this without the im- 
osition of a duty more than adequate for 
the, other States. 


gi ng further assistance by may of a ld 


Tariff, and not into constitutional qu 


under the present Tariff cheaper than_ 


- Mr. GREGORY.—That is quite a dif- 
Evidently the honorable 


State Commission 


under a condition of things totally 


This is the recom- © 


If the Government have 
ower, the best method to adopt would be ah 


The Commonwealth has no sone dif ii 


3 


ae 


Mr. cn — The Constituti ion | : 
specially debars that. : nek 
a Hxcror Lamonp.—It the Inter- 


Su 
a 


weight can be attached to its other Tec m- 
mendations ¢ aa 


Mr. GREGORY. —The 


Commission was inquiring 


Tee . t 
into 


tions, and the report has this qua - 
fication —“ If the Government — : 
power.” The Commission’s recomm 


dation has been entirely ignored. 
eae that the fone ae i 


under old conditions. He 
into evidence furnished to heh 
in 1912) - 


fas they made. 
tlons and recommendations were 


ferent from those existing ae 


the cost of production has ei 
150, and in some cases 200 per ce 


cannot prosper without 1 Proreanl | 
Mr. Srzwarr.—tThe steel works Ms 
sone very well so far. bik 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—Probably t 
have, mainly under war conditions, a 
commend the Ries for their « 


alae «Sant 


of wages by 8s. 
week, the increase of 4s. per ton in the- 
price of coal, and the harbor dues have 
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Tori 


Honorable members are re- 
ferred indiscriminately to the increase of 


duties to be proposed by the honorable 
member for Newcastle (Mr. Watkins), 


and much confusion exists as to the 
real issues; they have overlooked the 
very essence of the question. As the hon- 
orable member told the House—and this 
is the kernel of the matter—the duty 
proposed by the Government twelve 


months ago was 20s. per ton British pre-_ 


ferential for pig iron. As the result of 
an investigation by the Minister (Mr. 
Greene) and his officers into the affairs of 
this great industry, the Minister was 
satisfied that fair and reasonable pro- 


tection for the industry would be a duty 


of 20s. per ton. I ask honorable mem- 


. bers to apply their minds to .what has 
happened in the meantime. 


According 
to the Hibble report, the cost of coal has 
increased 4s. per ton; according to the 
Board of Trade award, wages have in- 
creased 8s. 6d. per week per employee; 
and, in addition, harbor dues have been 
imposed, making a total Pecmoasel) cost 
of 14s. per ton. 

Mr. CHartron. Coal in 1912, was 
11s. per ton, and it is now 21s. 9d. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—Yes. The re- 
sult of the industrial increase during the 
last twelve months is that the duty of 
20s., imposed on the 25th March, 1920, 
is worth only 6s. to-day to the industry. 

Mr. McWir11ams.—Is not the coal 
supplied to the steel industry the cheapest 
in the world? 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—I have al- 
lowed for the increase in the cost of coal 
and wages, and the result has been to de- 
erease the scheduled duty by 70 per cent. 


(British preferential). 


Mr. McWirttams.—How does the 
honorable member make that out? 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—The increase 
6d. per employee per 


increased the cost of production by 14s. 


and upwards per ton. 


Mr. Ricnarp Foster.—What is the cor- 
responding change on the other side of 
the world? 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—I will tell the 
honorable member presently. My con- 


tention is that the investigations of the 
: ‘Minister eat him to. ey Las | 


industry. 


when he introduced the Tariff, that 20 

per ton was a reasonable duty for the en- 
couragement of this industry. And in- 
that view this House would have sup- 
ported him. Parliament would have been 
satisfied that 20s. was a fair duty to im 
pose in order to effectively protect the 
However, the duty which h 
then imposed is to- -day worth only 6s. 
and it is in those circumstances that th 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company com 
to Parliament and lay their case befor 
it. I have just been asked what has bee 
the state of affairs on the other side of the 
world. I have shown that the increase 
cost of production here is equal to 70 pe 
cent. reduction in the value of the duty 
On the other side, taking Belgium fo 
example, coal has considerably decrease 
in value. 


Mr. McWir11ams.—What is the pric 
there? - 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—I have ah 
fizures at hand, and will endeavour t 
furnish them to the honorable member 
In America also coal has derrcutey i 
value. ! 


Mr. Greunz.—aAt the pit run in Pitts 
burg the price is at present 16s. 8d. a 
ton, 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—In the United 
States of America there has been a de 
crease of 11s. 3d. per ton during the year. 
That. means that the cost of production — ; 
has decreased, so far as fuel is concerned, 
by that amount per ton. As for wages, 
I can furnish abundant material to prov 
that there have been substantial decreases 
in Belgium, from which source we fea 
much opposition; and in America also 
The honorable member for Dampier (Mr 
Gregory) made reference to the contras 
between our wages and those paid in Ger. 
many last year. Wages were &7 pel 
month there as against £18 here. Th 
year, wages in Germany are at the rate 
of £5 per month, as against £22 10s. paic 
in Australia to- ‘day. | 
dicates that, while the cost of production 
here has greatly increased, the cost on the 
part of our competitors has considera) 
dropped. ° | 

Mr. McWri1iams.—Tell us somett 
about Great mena 


honorable members talk as though we 
@ resorting to some wild and untried 
experiments, “or some scheme whith 
aie prove, upon se ae to be detri- 


the , only way in which to build up the 


For many years the imposition 
as equal to 80s. per ton. “Ultimately 
the duty was reduced to 75s. There were 
two results. The first of these was that 
the production of America was vastly in- 


uties. 


market, and the second was that with the 


sumer fell considerably. J am in a posi- 
tion to quote highly authoritative figures 
which conclusively demonstrate that the 
outcome of the exceedingly high duties 
- imposed was not an increase in “the price 
of. commodities to the primary producer, 
ypu the very reverse. That has been 


~ eould never have established her iron 
and steel industries but for the im- 
Uy ikon of high duties, because from the 
moment of their inauguration those acti- 


eto of English products, in 
which country’ similar industries had 
been established for a very long while. 
It was due to the erection of the high 


to attain vast proportions, while, at the 

same time, there was a striking decrease 

_ of prices to the consumer. ~ And there was 
. this complementary result that prices of 
OU hana in the Mother Country were 
also brought down. ‘ 
Mr. MoWrrr1aMms.—Has the effect been 
to reduce the prices of agricultural tools 
and implements here? | 


My Sir ROBERT. BEST.—Yes; and that 


‘can be denionstrated very easily. We need 


not paid by the consumer. 


oe competitors . are concerned. Some. 


iron and steel industry was to impose high 


creased, and more than supplied the home - 


increased production, the cost to the con- 
. game line of product under £14 10s 


the experience of the world. America 
‘vities would have been overwhelmed by 


Protective wall that the American indus- 
_ tries were so flourishingly established as 


“not be much alarmed by this proposed in-~ 
crease of duty, since it can be shown that 
A OW.S 
liz that the i iron and steel sninaiay 3 is h 


; 2 in | Australia poe the. 


aye of Parliament ib give he 
tection that industry requires. The 
point emphasized by the honorable : 


demonstrated that a duty is requir 
all. I shall quote illustrations to | 


I draw my facts from a. statement 
nished by the Industries. 
League, upon whose figures I can abso. 
lutely rely. I have before me a statem 

showing comparative prices of ‘Brit 
Continental, and meaty ee steel d 
ducts. | 


£10 15s. 6d., ‘and the cost pe oe 
here at local works ig £9 2s. 6d. The 
landed price per ton of ingots, bl oms, 
billets, ~ from the Continent: 3 is £ 


prietary eke cannot turn “oud 


aneles, and tees, the landed cost es 
day from the Continent. is £11, while | 


Gs 


duty, is £19 14s., 
here is £21 10s. The landed cost 
of rails, 60 lbs, 45 feet in Jen, 
is £17 4s:, but they cannot be pr du 
here for less than £17 ie 6d. ss 


Gt £18 landed in ‘Australie fe pai 
and the cost to produce here is £2 ; 


_ Mr. McoWirriams.—Why does not t 
honorable member quote | thes “itisl 
prices ¢ 

Sir ROBERT BEST. Be am ( 


the ie of our Arpt on a a 


0 study the question Fil anit ee 
many of our i Pe in this direc 


ing ‘that | joists, ences and 


hes We have to consider whether we 
are to encourage these industries in Aus- 


of. existence by importation from abroad. 
Mr. Brennaw.—Were those figures de- 
signed with the idea of showing that Pro- 
tection makes the articles mentioned 
' cheaper ? ) 
Yad, Oe ROBERT BEST. —The experience 
in America proves conclusively that high 
protective duties reduce the -cost to the 
consumer, as the industries are estab- 
lished and expand. We can, of course, 
throw open our ports, and allow goods to 


doing so we will annihilate our industries 

and bring disaster on the community by 
- causing unemployment and higher prices ; 
by so doing we place ourselves at the 
mercy of the foreign exporter. We have to 
-_ eonsider whether the proposed duties are 
_. veasonabie. The Minister for Trade and 
atone (Mr. Greene) said twelve months 
ago that 20s. per ton was a fair rate; but 
we have to realize that, owing to altered 
- @mcumstances which have arisen in con- 
sequence of the increased costs, that that 
~ duty now represents only 6s. I admit 
that this is a difficult matter to adjust; 
_ but I repeat what I have previously said, 
that we should appoint a Tarjff Board, 
whose duty it would be to fully Investigate 
the conditions under which protected in- 
dustries were operating, and if it were 
discovered that too high a duty was being 
imposed, o1 that advantage was heing 
taken of the Tariff, the Board could re- 

-coramend Parliament to adjust the duty, 
and thus create fair and reasonable com- 
a peti The honorable member for 
_ Dampier (Mr. Gregory) does us a great 
‘A Anjustice when he suggests that we are 
creating monopolies. We have no desire 
to do that. 


be doing. . 

Weeiate 33 ROBERT BEST. ar would sooner 
assist in creating a monopoly within Aus- 
tralia than support one operating abroad. 
In America monopolies were created, but 
_ they were dealt with under the anti- 
trust laws. If combines are created ah 
as the result of a Protective Tariff, 
wil be open to us to deal with a. 
This is a key industry, and it is admitted 
by every honorable member that it is one 


-eome from abroad free of duty; but in 


Mr. Srawarr. a OY is what you are 


be enectger . We oy 


ew ee Oey ingluaing! fend Bele ex- 


é tralia, or to allow them to be crushed out 


very rich. 
to be the richest deposit, but its ext 


not take any ny. aH if the Comm tt 
is satisfied that the industry requires 
ther protection to enable it to exp: 
and velshe we are justified i in big 


ae ine the dlaiis made. 
Minister will investigate the matter 
let the Committee know if he con 
the amendment to be proposed by 
ee eb daaitiaea for mbes am (Mr. 


i 


Sugiatagiies 
Mr, Grecory.— What ‘About 2 a ce ty 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—I am not 

keen on bounties.. This is a real an 

fundamental means of making this 
industry of Australia a great and expand- 
ing one, and the recognised process - 
assisting it is by imposing protec 

duties: nudes the Tariff. , 
Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) 9. fi 

One does not mind figures being quotes 

with the idea of opposing or supporting 

an item in the Tariff schedule if they are 
within the range of reason; but when 
accurate fioures are submitted, such 
are those quoted by the honorable mer 
ber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), a wor 
or two in reply is necessary. In oppo 
ing higher duties, the honorable memb 
quoted the richness of the ore from Tro 

Knob as compared with that mine i 

other parts of the world. According to 

analyses the iron contents of American — 
ore from Lake Superior ranges. from BS 
per cent. upwards. 

Mr. Grecory. — The - Bruken, i 
people must be liars, because I ny ted 
from their report. eas 

Mr. WATKINS. —The percentage 


Britain is 50 to 55, whilst silat ? 
India contains 65 to 68 ‘per cen 
metallic iron, The ore produced 
Spain, Sweden, and Luxembourg ‘is 


Fon Knob is acknowledg 


and richness is not anything like 
the honorable member would lead on 
believe, hee 
Mr. MoWitrrams,—What is the p 
centage of iron in the ore from a 
Knob ? Gs 
Mr. WATKIN S.—I have ‘not 
figures before me. 
ae 


richer than ore mined in other parts of 
the world, it does not prove the statement 
of. the honorable member for Dampier 
i that it is twice as rich. The American 
us railway companies grant special freight 
concessions in carrying ore to the prin- 
cipal works throughout the States; but 
Iron Knob is a considerable distance from 
the port of Newcastle, and as all the car- 
_ -viage is by water, harbor and other dues 
are incurred. 


Wiacabeat a 


“Mr. McWiru1ams.—But water carriage 
is cheap. 

Mr. WATKINS.—The honorable mem- 
: ay is quite wrong there. Only a little 
_ time ago we heard him complaining of 
. the high freights on the Australian coast. 
Mr. McWituiams.—But this boat be- 
t tongs to the Broken Hill Company. 
Mr. WATKINS.—Does the honorable 
he Swenmber imagine that one boat or one 
mine can supply the present requirements 
' at the works at Newcastle? 


Mr. McWruuiams.—The 


honorable 


iene is not complaining, I suppose, of 


| the guaity and bee of coal. 

_ Mr. WATKINS'.—I want to say that, 
as late as 22nd March, the price of coal 
in America was reduced to 3 dollars 36 

cents per ton, or 17s, 3d., as compared 

| with 21s. per ton, the price at which it 
‘can now be obtained at Newcastle. That 
has to be taken into consideration, and 

i also the fact that there has been a reduc- 
tion of some 4s. to 6s. 
_ price of coal in Belgium, and on the Con- 
tinent, where coal mines are now operat- 
“ing. ‘All that I am concerned about is 
the adjustment of the duty to bring it up 
co the equivalent of what it was when 
the Tariff was laid on the table. The 

- honorable member for Wide Bay (Mr. 

_ Corser) questioned whether the increased 
duties I propose would not cover some of 
the items which are not produced here. 
& am able to inform him that everything 
jn the schedule on which I ask for an. 
increased duty is being produced at the 
Newcastle works, and also at the Lithgow 
works, in suff cient quantity to supply any 
“orders that come along. | 
_ Mr. Brennan.—What about our ex- 
pe trade? 

. WATKINS.—We shall be icles 

: a. ‘we can supply our own requirements 
for some years to come. I move—_ 


hae ae —‘‘ And on and ae and June, 1921, 


Mr. WATKINS Aah Hat eae 


‘and iron used in the Be of pies : 


per ton in the 


the land who will have to pay 


‘That the following words be added to sub-. 
i 1s he going to pass ie ARGr Ae 


per ton, British, | 865 i 


general, 60s. 3 
If these increases are ee to, ‘ley y 
bring the duty to about what it was, 1 
effect, when the Tariff was laid on th 


try, and while I should en matenee a 
that they should be conducted as a 

national undertaking, I say that, having 

been established, they give employment t 
a great number of men, directly and in- 
directly throughout the Conner 
and they should be supported. 


Mr. STEWART (Wimmera) [9. 28). 
This is a very important item, because, ¢ 
has been stated more than once, it! aff 
a ae industry. 


culttiral implements, fencing wire, fe _ 
other manufactures, will be piace in- 


ing the secondary industries wil pass. on 
the increase in price to their customers. 
This wealthy company is asking for more 
protection. What, does it want to be pro- 
tected from? I have heard no one sug: 
gest what this company meer te 
protected from, ‘ 


industry ? 
Mr. STEWART.—It is an infant, 
dustry, but it will be admitted that i 
a fairly lusty infant. We have alw 
heard as the chief argument for the im 
position of Protective duties that they are 
necessary to enable a struggling industry 
to get upon its feet. If the Broken Hill ~ 
Company and other companies engaged in ~ 
this industry are not on their feet now, 
when are they going to be in that posi- 
tion? As I have previously said, as th 
industries grow, the more insatiable | 
comes their appetite for higher Protective 
duties. I should not be surprised if th 


perience of the consideration of this Ts 
has been that if an honorable mem 
moves for an increase of 10, al be 


Baten Hill ae “tine companies ee 
their prices. Who is going to pay th 
crease? In the case of fencing wire 
agricultural implements, it is the 1 


) 
\ 


\ 
+ 


A IN 
i 


Bawis 4 that some of the champions of these 


monopolists in this country would tell me 
and the primary producers m general 
whom they are to pass these increases on 
to. We know that this wealthy company 
is asking for protection really from the 


operation of the world’s parity which they 


insist that the primary producer shall 
conform to. Immediately the price of 
primary products in this country rises a 
fraction above what it is in the markets 
of the world, there is criticism of the un- 
fortunate primary producer, who is told 


that he must accept the world’s: parity, 
and should ask for no more. 
called infant industries are not to be re- 


These so- 


stricted in that way. 
Mr. Gass.—That is not the Labour 


| party’s policy. | | 


Mr, STEWART.—Judging from inter- 


. _jections, speeches, and some of the votes 


of honorable members opposite, it 1s very 


i difficult to understand what the Labour 
-party’s actual policy is. 


Sir Josspu Coox.—Their policy is that 


they do not know what they want, and 
keep on asking for it. 


Mr. STEWART.—I do not propose to 
speak at any length. My experience is 
that it is of little use to say anything in 
regard to this Tariff. No matter how 
irrefutable one’s arguments may be, if they 
are in advocacy of lower duties they will 
not receive the slightest attention. The 
primary producers who are using the 
products of the steel industry and 
other industries in Australia have to 


sell in the markets of the world, 
and their wages are Free Trade 
wages. We are told that it is unfair to 


expect the white Australian workers em- 
ployed in this industry and in other city 
factories to compete with black-labour 


| yates; but the men on the land, who use 


the implements which those factories pro- 
duce, have to submit to black-labour 
rates, not only overseas, but within the 


~ Commonwealth. That assertion has not 


been squarely faced by any ‘honorable 
member, except, strangely enough, the 
Minister (Mr. Greene). The honorable 
gentleman admitted that it was unjust to 
ask the primary producers to sell at ex- 


_ port parity when they had to pay import 


i 
ug 


parity for the means of production. He © 
 adfnitted that if they were forced to pay 
import: 


prices for their means of produc- 
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tion thoy. should be entitled to import. 
prices for what they produced. Ege 
Mr. Gass.—Hear, hear! 


Mr. STEWART.—I am glad to hear 
that “ Hear, hear!”; but if a propositi 
were submitted that the prices of méa 
wheat, and butter in Australia should b 
the import parity, how many “ Hear 
hears!’ would greet it? How many vote 
would be cast for such a proposition? 
These wealthy monopolies, these ‘ infant 
industries,” as they are called, must be 
protected from world’s parity, and the 
unfortunate struggler in the bush, who, 
in many cases, is working, not eight hours, 
but fourteen hours, a day—working under 
conditions which the honorable member 
constituents would not stand for: twenty- 
four hours—must “pay the piper” in 
order that the industries in our big eapi- 
tal cities shall flourish. Honorable mem- 
bers opposite support these high dutie 
because they think they mean more fac- 
tories, and more factories mean greater 
competition for labour. They lose sight 
of the fact that high duties also mean 
that labour must pay higher prices for 
whatit consumes. Let this state of affairs 
go on. Let the organized capitalists of 
Australia fight for higher duties, and the 
organized Labourites support them! Let 
this unholy alliance go on, and, sooner or 
later, a day of reckoning will come. The 
primary producer to-day is having a hard 
time. Honorable members opposite talk 
of the hard times of the workers in our 
cities; but I would remind them of the 


‘ 


low prices which the men on the land to 


day are receiving for wool, sheep-skins 

meat, butter, and all other products excep 

wheat. I hope that the Committee wil 

not only reject the amendment providing 

for an increased duty, but will vote fo: 

the further amendment which the honor 

able member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) 
intends to move for a reduction of the 
existing duty. Se 


Mr HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra 
[9.45].—It is rather perplexing to hea 
coming from the Corner party objections 
to a union of Capital and Labour. I hav 
always been under the impression that one 
of the great objects of the party, and o 
many other people in the country, has 
been to bring about that happy state o 


‘affairs which, the honorable member fo 
“Wimmera (Mr. Stewart) says, this Tari 


8 going to. obduce 
ber has asked several times, “ Who is 
yoing to pay the increased cost of commo- 
dities which will result from the higher 
“duties for which the Tariff provides?” 
So far as most of them go, they will be 


‘the industry in which he is particularly 
nterested, they will be paid mostly by 
he city consumers of bread. 
nonorable~ member should have worked 
‘himself into such a fury over the pro- 
‘posal to give this industry some protection, 
when, at the present moment, his industry 
is enjoying. a protection that it never had 
“before, in that it is permitted to sell its 
_. produce here far above world’s parity, 


‘seems to me not to be in the. best of 


my attention to some of the remarks made 
‘by the honorable member for Dampier 
(Mr. Gregory). In the course of his 
speech, the honorable member expressed 
‘the hope—a hope that I do not think he 
really cherishes—that our conditions would 
_ be reduced -to those of -the countries with 
- which we have to compete. At a later 
__ stage he said that he wanted the workers 
of Australia to be more happily placed 
_ than those of other lands. Many of our 
industries are competing with the products 
of very low-wage countries, Conditions 
in Australia are not the same as those of 
_ any other country, with the exception, per- 
haps, of ‘America, and I, for one, do not 


write myself down with ‘those who think 
~ that the ills of the Commonwealth can be 


_eured by a general reduction in wages. I 
_have yet to learn that. the high-wage coun- 
try is not always the best country for all 

the industries carried on in it, and it 


oie be 


should: be the object of our statesmen to 


establish the highest standard of living 


: that is possible in all the industries con-— 


_ ducted here. I make that statement with 


the knowledge that at times same of our 


- induszries require consideration from those 
engaged in them, and that consideration 
; should: be given. 
Mr. Srewart.—Does the 
member think that some industries should 
, on built ap at the expense of others? 


The logarehio eee 


paid by the people who ultimately consume ~ 
the products affected, and in the’ case of | 


That the 


at had, however, desired ator to direct. 


few people I have come in coniaee 


-cerned—they remain constant and 


honorable. 


a Britain herself, 


7 


Siable member a oa vi call 
tion to the fact that one or two 
of the Government were Free Tré 
champions some years ago. a a» 

Mr. Stewartr.—tIn their hearts som 


Mz. HECTOR LAMOND.—The 1 
nes, member a has pow . 


eee power is fortunately withheld, 
am one of those who started in politic 
a papers in Free Trade bain 


be told that I have depxriaa very fay 
from many views which I believed to be 
right when I was young. It would be a 
matter for regret if the people of thi M 
country, particularly those charged with 


on whom the war has made no im 
sion, and to whom it has noe not] 


extent. 


‘Mr. HEOTOR LAMOND— 


member’s political pene nee 


outside Australia. As [I say, the wai 
taught us that for its safety the: 
should be. self-contained, Ws: 


Old Country. : ah 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND, 
against her competitors, but | 


Those ho wish well to the Emp 
stand with those who say that 
shall be self-contained, even if we 
that those things we can produce shall 
be received from par « even fr m 


Mrs: 


ne “HECTOR: LAMOND. ng eat: 
out th lat we are not waving the flag of 
Great Britain, but the flag of the British 
_ Empire, of which we are as much a part 
- as Great ‘Britain is. 
well in Australia, we are promoting, not 
only our own interests, but the interests 
of every part of the Empire. The nar- 


row view which honorable members oppo-- 


a site attribute to those who preach Empire 

ye _ solidarity i is not the view of those who see 
furthest as to what the course of hapre 
will be. 


As to the iron and ae ie gene- 
rally, I hold the view that it is hardly pos- 

i sible to name a price too high to pay for 
its establishment within the Common- 
wealth. I give credit to the men who 
 eontrol the industries associated with the 
a - steel works at Newcastle and Port Kembla 
_ for the example they set to other manu- 
_ facturers in regard to the fixing of prices. 
Tt would certainly make it much easier to 
frame a Tariff if all the manufacturers 
followed the wise policy of making their 
a ‘price, not the highest possible inside the 
Tariff, but a price representing a fair 
% return for the work put into the goods 
_ they sell. 


Mr> SRR IES is a remarkable ex- 
ception. 4 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—It is an 
exception that ought to be noted, and it 
' stands to the cregit of those who. control 
_ the industry. And it is not the charac- 
teristic of those men alone; good men 
who conduct their business honestly are 
blamed for the sins of others who exact 
the uttermost farthing the Tariff allows; 
and it is the latter class that makes the 
‘framing of a Tariff so difficult. _ 


_ Mr. Jowrrt.—What would you do 
‘with those people? 

_ Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. —I would 
hand them over to the tender. mercies of 
| ae Labour Government. 


eo Mr owzrr—That ae only thike 

as them worse. 

» Mr HECTOR: LAMOND att ought 
‘to make them better. 

_- The honorable member for Dampier 
soug ght to raise the threadbare ety of 

“ country Versus city.” 


ff ‘Mr, Srewarr.—It i is about time it was 


ee 


hee 


If we do our work 


know how the honorable member | 


for Wimmera (Mr. Stewart), ¢g 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—It | 
raised by men who have very litt 
support the attitude they adopt; men 
very often overlook the fact that 
people who carry on the secondary i ind 
trics in the cities are working foe the 
people in the country. 

Mr, Srzwarr.—In the city they w 
eight hours a day, while those in ee 
country work twelve. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. I, ab 


sixteen hours’ work in Parliament, 
suppose he manages to do it. 
Mr. Jowrrr.—Why sneer? 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. ar 


honorable member for ee 


land to “slave,” can all secure simi 
results, 
envy them, and certainly no arin 
protection could keep people off the la 


Alongside this attempt to set elty against” 


every | year the amounts paid to landlor< 
for the Sang of working their land 


and that pas have a little less*to : 
about those who in the cities are earn 
all the money they are paid for service 
ee to primary industry. 


as in n the country. 
Mr. Jowurr.—The landlord is snot 


portions of my peievns whan £120 
acre is bes dae for land Meee hono 


(Mr. Atkinson) De Geder! ‘ ‘Will the hon- 


tween his remarks and the question be- 
fore the Chair? 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—1I do not 
imow that I can show any more con- 
nexion than the honorable member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) could have 
shown if you had asked him the same 
question when he was speaking. 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
Order! The honorable member is out of 
order. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I can 
connect my remarks in this way: The 
honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
Stewart) pointed out that the whole 
burden of the duties we are considering 
: is going to be paid by the agricultural 
industries. 
Mr. Srewarr.—I did not say the whole 
x burden. 
Ms. HECTOR LAMOND.—The wee 
_ erable member professed to mention the 
people on whom the burden will fall, but 
_ he did not get beyond the primary pro- 
ducer in the list he gave. This is not a 
_ question of city versus country, or of 
_ primary producers versus secondary pro- 
aus 
ment in Australa of certain industries 
which are necessary to our existence as a 
nation, and without which no country 
2 can continue under modern conditions to 
exist. 
Mr. Brennan.—Your point is that the 
"secondary industries are the primary in- 
_ dustries? 
u ‘Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—1 should 
not mind attempting to demonstrate that, 
because these secondary industries are 
essential to the conduct of the primary 
- industries. The only question we have 
to. decide is whether they shall be con- 
aged in Australia, or somewhere else. 
Ne honorable member for Wimmera is 
if not going to cultivate his land with the 
_ old wooden plough of the Eastern peoples, 
He is going to cultivate it with modern 
_ machinery, which must be made either in 
or out of Australia. He is going to give 


pe omen to the people in Australia, 


: or to their competitors outside Australia. 
a D that matter, the honorable member has 
/ Tf he is going to! conduct his 


‘Blog somebody in secondary 


orable member show the connexion be-- 


It is a question of the establish- 


have to take those wa 


‘Dampier’s amendment, but of his 


people believe to be osentins we 


conditions are less favorable than ou 


answer to the argument abow 


stry on modern: nee he. must an dint! 


De erey step he takes, ee th 1 


apaneus oy equip a fae ie w 
does during the day—in every ope 
that he Lea he must. 


secondary industries which are essen 
to his work he shall employ peop 
his own country, or the cheap mae: 
other countries. . 


tas 


Mr. aka ae depends upon hi 


ditions will be aactaaa by the Austr 

people. They will be such as the 
talae people approve; but if the. arg 
ment of the honorable member | 
Dampier is to prevail, and we are to look 
to the cheap labour of the Eastern coun: 
tries as the standard, to be set up hi 
then not only will the secondary 
tries of this country fade away, b he 
primary Pe will be teduced hee 


sea. 

Mr, Srewarr.—The rimary on cer’ 
Jes now: | ae 

Mr. McWrrt1ams.—Does not a 


offer a preference to Great Batant 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I a 
ing, not of the honorable mem 


ment. If we are to maintal 


allow the competition of nations 


The honorable member for Franklin 
McWilliams), in a tone of trium 
pointed out that the Newcastle 
works employed their own ships. 
difference does that make to the 
ment? The honorable member fo: 
castle (Mr. Watkins) pointed o 
they do not employ their .own ships 

Mr. MoWrutrams.—That wa or 


i] 


they did employ their own ships, they 
have to man them under the same condi- 
tions as are observed by those who charge 
pees on the Australian ‘coast, they 
have to pay the same harbor ‘dues, and 
_ they must recognise the standards of 
living that the Australian people think 
desirable. From those points of view, 
obi are under different conditions from 
their competitors on the other side of the 
world, who may also own their own ships, 


and may also cut out every item of: ex-_ 


_ penaitore that they can possibly cut out 
in the conduct of their work. 

_ While I am not prepared to set up such 
4 a Tariff wall as will impose great restric- 
_ tions upon the industries using the pro- 
ducts of these great secondary industries, 
Tam prepared to go as far as the Minister 
will go in this section of the Tariff. I 
believe that nothing but good can come 
to Austraha from the establishment of 
these metal industries within our borders. 
Any one who goes to Neweastle to-day 
ean see there, in twenty-four hours, an 
_ object-lesson that ought to convince even 
the honorable member for Wimmera that 
the interests of the primary producers 
‘are wrapped up in the development of ouz 
secondary industries, as much as the in- 
terests of the workers are. 

Mr. Srewarr.—Why can they not 
build themselves up without these tre- 
mendous duties? The primary producer 
has to do it. 

_ Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. — The 
‘Chairman will not allow me to follow the 
speakers who preceded me on that argu- 
ment, but the primary producers of this 
country have been assisted by the Govern- 
ent time and time again. We have done 
ings to encourage the primary indus- 
ies that have not been done for these 
‘secondary industries. If the primary in- 
lustries require Protection for their de- 
velopment, I know of no Government in 
this country, Labour or National, that is 
not prepared to give them me) assistance 

__ they need. 

Mr. Srzwarr.—The moment we get 
3d. above world’s parity, there igs an up- 
roar ‘in this country. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND aa is it 
anything to the uproar the honorable 
nee oe makes when some other industry 


1 A 


Bets 3 a 


EECTOR LAMOND-. SEU aniih: 


able members to-night—for £17 a ton, im 


guttia peduenings which he ies is 


at his expense? No matter what we do 
in this Parliament, there will be an up-— 
roar. What we must do is what is best 
for Australia. We cannot hope to osciee : 
criticism for our actions, If we do things 
in the interests of Australia, we shall 
offend those who wish to exploit Aus- 
tralia. Our duty is to do the best we can 
to establish the primary industries, and, 
when they are established, to do the best ia 
we can to maintain such a line of 
secondary industries as will make Aus- 
tralia self-reliant and self-dependent. 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [10.10]. 
—I shall support the proposal of the hon- 
orable member for Newcastle (Mr. Wat- 
kins). We live in exceptional times, and 
unless we adopt precantionary method: 
iron supplies will be dumped in our mar- 
ket very frequently. In a letter that 
have here it is stated that, whereas Aus. 
tralian steel bars cost £23 bs. a ton in 
Melbourne, wholesule lots can be landec 
from Belg 
left out of the cated tou of most honor 


cluding the present duty. 

Mr. James Pacr, — Can you verify 
those figures ? 

Mr. FENTON.—Yes. Why are sup: 
phes dumped in Australia at prices lowe: 
than the cost of production? It is t 
kill the local manufacturing industries 
so that when their competition has beer 
removed Mr. Farmer and the rest of the. 
community can be made by the importer 
to pay through the nose. : 

Mr. James Pacr—wWe have hese “told 
that for the past twenty years, and y 
prices have been soaring steadily notwith 
standing the import duties. 

Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem 
ber himself was a Protectionist when th 
proposal was to protect the onion ant 
the banana growers. We heard nothin 
from him in opposition to them,” : 

Mr. James Paaz.—Whai could i do? 

Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem 
ber could have roared against them as h 
is roaring now. ‘The honorable membe ‘ 
for Wimmera (Mr. Stewart) was silent 
as 


put gies on onions and millet ; a when 
it comes to protecting what is one of th 


omes from him and from the corner of 
e chamber where he sits. The relations the | imporiers ar Funderelane 
of the countries of Europe are not the importers. I would rather 
Spi me to-day as they were two and a half company of the manufacturers — 
years ago. Germany was then our tralia than in that of the impo: 
enemy and Belgium our ally; but to- day, Flinders-laie. This is an industr. 
rom the trade point of-view, both are has been established in ere 
ur enemy. As an Australian and as honorable members eare to look bac 
n Australian legislator, if I have to 
‘choose between an Australian and a 
foreign combination I must choose the 
rmer. Some honorable members say 
hat we are giving a monopoly to the 
roken ‘Hill Company and to Messrs. 
oskins ; but I rely absolutely on the pro- per ton ou London eee i 
mise of the Minister for Trade and Cus- Mr. McWrrrtams._You had 
toms (Mr. Greene), althongh I differ no; say too much about the aie ld: 
rom him politically, that as soon as the eee ‘ 
‘Tariff is out of the way a Bill will be 
‘introduced to constitute a Board of Trade 
whose special] duty it will be to see that 
‘no manufacturers who enjoy Protection 
‘shall fleece the public. 
Mr. Stewart.—Why this sudden- im- 


_ mittee, of which I am a memb 
plicit belael 7a. they prone ws ae = full inquiries into all phases oF 


ister. building industry. | 
_ Mr. FENTON—I lad thai th 
r. am gla ‘gehiones Mr. MeWitr1aMs.—I know y 


‘honorable gentleman intends to place on 
‘the statute-book one of the planks of the but your report is not worth mue. 
Labour platform, and to give effect to the Mr. FENTON.—I think it 
New Protection. : 
_ Mr. Stew arr. ~ Are’ you sure he will 
; Ss I am prepared to stand by that med 
“Mr. FENTON.—I am. If T were Hos think the honorable member é 
my attitude towards some of the pro- 
posed duties would be different. To- 
_ day the exchange rates operate largely in 
favour of Germany and Belgium against 
Australia, and put those countries in al-_ works would have been held up 
most as favorable a position for compet- war-time, and I point out to | 
ing against us as if we had no Tariff. members of the Country party 
The object of importers is to destroy the always talking about decentr 
local manufactures, and to recoup them- that 1 in the steel ne a ee atl 
selves later for the initial losses they may 
be forced to incur. They do this at possible to get. 
the expense of the consumers of Aus- Mr. Stewarr.—We do noe objer 
tralia. _ them. We are pleased to, know that 
‘Mr. Srewarr—When Denmark under- are established, but it is a quest: 
i “cuts the butter producers of Australia, the conditions under which they h 
they have to grin and bear it. — é carried on, Wes 
oMr. fENTON. — Every Australian 
butter producer would be glad to receive 
always for his butter the price the Danish has Peinied his Boab, 
butter brings on the London market. The es these are fine industries 4 
honorable member has spoken of a GOmd--17) ) 
bination between the capitalist and the he was. denouncing everything 
Fe ck ker as a, but the members ot the and the 2B ill Pro 


| a 


wi ain not fighting for any particular Com- 


bine myself, but I repeat that if it is a 
question of choosing between an Austra- 
lian and an English, American, German, 
er Belgian Combine, my choice will be 
for the Austfalian every time, because I 
want to do what little I can to establish 


key mdustries here so that Australia may 
be a self-contained nation. 


If we can 
only develop. the iron and steel, the 
woollen, and the cement industries, we 
shall be able to provide employment, not 
only for the men and women of Australia, 
but for a large number of people from 
other parts of the world, in the manufac- 
ture of goods for our own requirements 
without the export trade at all. Is that 
not a desirablé objective, and one: worthy 


of attainment? 


Mr. Stewart.—But wy cannot it be 
done under the old Tariff? 


“Mr. FEN TON.—The honorable mem- 


ber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) a little 
while ago quoted Mr. Delprat, the general 

manager of the Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company as saying, in 1912, that once 
the iron industry was fairly established, 
they were prepared to meet competition 
from any part of the world. Since then 
the whole world has been revolutionized. 


Mr. Gasp.—Made safe for Democracy. 


Mr. FENTON.—I will not say that. 
Neither has it been made safe for auto- 
eracy, because crowned heads have been 
tumbling one after another. JI remind 
the honorable member for Wimmera that 
in 1920 Mr. Delprat was very emphatic 
in stating that unless the iron and steel 
industry were protected by the Tariff 
from dumping, his company could not pos- 
sibly carry on. He was then thinking of 
the condition of shipbuilding in other 


paris of the world. I think thé honor- 


able member for Franklin (Mr. McWil- 
liams) will bear me out when I say that 
it was impossible to get a quotation from 
English shipbuilding yards for the con- 


struction of vessels at about that time. | 


The yards would only undertake to build 
at a certain rate which averaged about 
£35 per ton, whereas in Australia the 
cost was about £30 per ton. The honor- 
able member for Dampier says there ‘is 
no difference now. As a matter of fact, 
there is. JI believe that ships, which in 


1920 cost to build about £35 per ton in 


England, may now be built for about £10 
per ton. 

Mr. MoW usa .—But while rastoned 
is getting cheaper here, the cont of pa 
building is higher. 

Mr. FENTON.—I Baik! it comes out 
at about £29 or £30 per ton. 


Progress reported. 
House adjourned at, 10.30 p-m. 


House of Representatives. 


Thursday, 2 June, 1921. 


Mr. Drrury Speaxur (Hon. L Mw 
Chanter) took the chair at 2.30 p.m., and 
read Braver 


CENSUS. 


Mr. CONSIDINE—I wish to me ‘ 
from the Minister representing the Min- 
ister for Home and Territories when the 


Australian census figures will be avail- 
able? 


Mr. WISE.—I answered the question 
about a week ago, when it was asked by 
the honorable member for South Sydney | 
(Mr. Riley). I said then that the figures. 
were expected in a fortnight or ee 
weeks, | 


POSTAL DISMISSALS. 
PREFERENCE To ReturnED SoLpIERs. 


Mr. BLUNDELE.—I have received a 
telegram from South Australia, contaim- 
ing the statement that it is intended to. 
dismiss postal employees there who are 
returned soldiers, many of whom have 
been employed two years, and some for 
longer periods. Before action is taken, 
will the Acting Prime Minister make the 
fullest inquiry into the circumstances, 
and see if preference cannot be ah to. 
the returned men? | 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have rose 
intimation of the proposed action, and 
have already taken steps to ascertain. the 
facts. Until they are ascertained, 1 am — 
unable to say more than that they will : 
be given the fullest consideration, 


r “GREGORY.—Has the Acting 
: poe. .e Minister received a report from 
the Taxation Commission, which was ap- 
pointed some time ago, and, if so, is it 
likely to be available to honorable memn- 
bers i in the near future? 
“Sir JOSEPH COOK.—No. I under- 
stand that the Commission is somewhere 
in the wilds of Western Australia, though 
it is. expected back any day now. When 
it Teturns, I shall make inquiry. 


REPATRIATION RULINGS. 
Mr. BLUNDELL.—I understand that 


he Repatriation Commissioners. have 
issued a book, setting forth their decisions 
under different classifications, and I ask 
the Minister representing the Minister for 
Repatriation whether he will see that 
every honorable member gets a copy of it? 
Mr. RODGERS.—I do not know if the 
onorable members refers to the rulings 
‘given within the Department for the guid- 
ance of the' officers administering the Act. 
T shall submit his request to Senator 
Millen, who is in charge of this particular 
branch of the work of the Department, 
and ask if it can be complied with. 


INFORMATION ABOUT FOREIGN 
hs oh - AFFAIRS, 


he HIGGS. —Will the Acting Prime 
aiaietar release for public information 
any news concerning foreign affairs that 
he may get from the British Govern- 
aoe 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—My intention 


is to release all that can be released, the 
‘object of the Government being to give 
the public as much information as it can 
Hig cj foreign affairs generally. 


—] 


| GENSORING OF OABLES. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—Does the Acting 


ae Minister know whether the Im- 
‘perial Government, at its end, or the 


‘Commonwealth Government, at ed end, 


exercises | censorship over news cabled 
from other parts of the world to Aus- 
‘tralia? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Since I Mise 
been Acting Prime Minister, there has 
been no censorship of news at this end; 
do not kno 
ae oe the peal 


27 of ak Act, which defines the eee 


leagues, and let the honorable - memb 


Mg as. aaa on the oe 


Minister oe the Mintites pe Rep i 
triation whether consideration has bee 
given to the need for an amendment 0 


mothers who lost at the war sons wh 
had they returned, would now be tele 


their support when they enlisted? ph 
Mr. RODGERS.—The question diane 
on an interpretation of, I think, section 


what extent ina ey dependeneal! on 
the soldier existed at the time of his en- 


accordingly. The honorable memb 
asks, I take it, that the Governmen 
should consider the assistance that 
soldiers killed in the war might now be 
giving to their parents had they returned. 
I will put the problem before my col 


know the result, 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 


_ Brirish and AMERICAN RustAcntomes st 
State oF IRELAND. ane 
Mr, (DEPUTY SPEAKER. fT ee 
received from the honorable member i 


estrangement between the United Stat 
of America and the British Empire, 
in part to the kee state of affairs: ex 


Ley as depicted in the report of oe 


American Commission on Conditions 
Treland.” 


‘Mr. CONSIDINE L Bara [9. 38]. _ 
In its issue of the 25th September la 
the New -York Nation, a newspaper 
international standing, which exercises an 
immense influence in the moulding it 
public opinion in the United States of, a 
America, published the following « ; 
torial under pare caption, “ Ne ) ee with” 
England ”: nae 

It is Hennes they elev thab: war ie e 


England and the United, States cid betel ne 
calamity : 


_ two countries are rapidly drifting apart, that 
the editors of The Nation have invited one 
ry hundred of their fellow-citizens to form a com- 
--—s mittee to investigate, through a commission, 
the charges and counter-charges of atrocities 
in Ireland. ‘the: case of Mayor MeSwiney, 
and the other hunger strikers, has stirred this 
country profoundly. So conservative a news- 
paper as the Chicago Tribuxe declares that 
the “Irish situation seriously involves the 
“United States, and the case of MeSwiney is 
the Irish question just now at its highest 
point of drama.” This, the most powerful 
newspaper of the Middle West, declares that 
if McSwiney starves to death this blunder 


“might conceivably affect the peace of the 


_ world.” The words are ominously like those 
used by President McKinley, and the inter- 
ventionists in Cuba in 1898, who maintained 


terrible conditions at its door. in tea eae hel 


The Nation then sent the following tele- 
gram to all the members of the United 
States Senate, many members of the 

House of Representatives, the Governors 
of all the States, the mayors of about 

seventy-five leading cities, the editors of 

about twenty leading newspapers, includ- 
ing such papers as the New York Times, 

_ the Chicago Tribune, the Boston T'ran- 
script, the Philadelphia Ledger, the Pitts- 

burg Leader, some thirty-five heads of 

universities or colleges and _ professors, 

Bishops of the Roman Catholic, Protes- 

tant Episcopal, and Methodist Episcopal 

_ ehurches, a large number of heads of 
unions and labour organizations, and men 

and women in other walks of life:— 


The struggle between Great Britain and Ire- 
land, which has gone for many months with 
increasing use of armed force by both parties, 
_ is widely reported to be accompanied by atroci- 
ties planned by British Government and 
answered in kind by Irish people. One grave 
result is rapid growth of anti-British feeling 
_ which seriously threatens unspeakable calamity 
of war between United States and Great Britain 


terest of peace and international friendship 
the editors of The Nation earnestly invite 
you to serve as a member non-partisan com- 
mittee of representative Americans with power 
to add to their number, who shall designate 
a select commission to sit at Washington or 
elsewhere for impartial investigation of re- 
_ ported atrocities in Ireland, regarding which 
_ the British Ambassador and Professor De 
- Walera, and others, shall be invited to submit 
evidence. Proposal does not contemplate any 
‘recommendation regarding future relations 
between Great Britain and Ireland. 


The Nation’s invitation resulted in the 
acceptance by such a large number of 
_ those circularized that the Committee of 
_ one hundred had to be enlarged forthwith 


Bishops, four Methodist Episcopaliz 


that the United States could not tolerate such 


and endangers peace of the world. In the in- 


i od 


to a Committee of 150, comprising fiv Go 


A 


vernors of States, ten United States Sena- 
tors, twelve Congressmen, the mayors of © 
fifteen cities, two Judges, two Jewish 
Rabbis, seven Protestant Episcopalia: 


take 


Bishops, the Cardinal, an Archbishop and 
four Roman Catholic Bishops, eleve 
labour union officials, an ex-ambassado 
many ex-Governors and ex-senators, edu- 
cationists, editors and proprietors of | 
newspapers, and other prominent citizens 
of the United States. A ballot taken by — 
this Committee of 150 resulted in the elec- 

tion of the following persons to serve as a 

Commission to inquire into the conditions — 
in ireland:—' es 


JANE ADDAMS.—As a_ worker, lectur 
and writer for social betterment, she has won 
a reputation that makes her one of the mo 
distinguished women in the world, one 1 
has never refused a call to high publie servic 
For over thirty years Miss Addams has bee 
head of Hull House, Chicago. She is Cha: 
woman of the Women’s Peace Party, and of th 
International Committee for Permanent Pea 
and in 1919 served as President of the Inte 
Aaa Congress of Women, held in Switz 

JOSEPH WINGATE FOLK.—A native — 
Tennessee; his public career has been large 
identified with the State of Missouri. He w 
his spurs as circuit attorney in St. Louis, 
fearlessly exposing political corruption. | 
Was subsequently elected Governor by the Sta 
on the democratic ticket by a large majorit; 
a Republican year. His record as Govern 
stands as one of the particularly bright spo 
in American political life. During the Wils 
Administration he served for a time as soli 
tor for the State Department, and since 19 
has been chief counsel for the Inter-St 
Commerce Commission, He is also gener 
counsel for the St. Louis Chamber of Com 
merce. 1 

JAMES H. MAURER.—For many years 
has been President of the Pennsylvania S 
Federation of Labour: He is known ag 
authority on labour conditions and probl 
and is a power in the progressive wing of 
American Federation of Labour. Mr. Mauret 
has served several terms as a member of th 
Pennsylvania State Legislature for the Readin 
district. Vesa 

FREDERICK CLEMSON HOWE.—He i 
of the foremost American authorities on ec 
homic and social subjects, particularly on té 
tion and municipal government. He has 
Professor of Law at the Cleveland Colles. 
Law, Lecturer on Taxation at Western 
versity, and Le¢turer on Municipal Adminis 
tion and Politics at the University of 
consin. He has held several public offices, 
cluding that of Commissioner of Immigrati 
at the Port of New York, from 1914 to 191 
He rendered conspicuous service as an exp 


can delegation at the Peace Conference. 


Dé VID ou WALSH. —He has had a sibtabile 
. pub lic career in his native State. Admitted to 
the Bar in 1897, he began his public service as 
a moderator at town meetings, was elected to 
‘the Massachusetts House of Representatives, 
served subsequently as, Lieutenant-Go- 
rnor and Governor. He was chosen as dele- 
te at large to the Massachusetts Convention 
1917. His term as a United States senator 


. “Tf I considered my personal desires, I 
id decline the service offered,” he wired The 
ion, “but the patriotic and humanitarian 
aspects of this service compel me to forget self. 
-Y will serve with other members who will 
undertake this work with open mind and with- 
out prejudice of any kind.” 


ubsequently, the following were added 
o the Commission: — Rev. Norman 
Thomas, of New York; Major Oliver P. 
‘Newman, of Washington, D.C,; Senator 
a George W. Norris, of Nebraska. The 
Commission applied to the British autho- 
ities so that no obstacle would be placed 
in the way of witnesses desiring to give 
evidence, and received a formal assurance 
from the British Ambassador that no per- 
son would be refused a passport on the 
Cad that he or she desired to give 
evidence on either side. Subsequently, 
the British Ambassador, on 23rd October, 
1920, wrote to the secretary of this Com- 
Mission, and concluded his letter with the 
- following words :— 
-T may add that ‘nothing will be done by the 
- British Government to encourage the holding 


of this inquiry, or to assist witnesses to 
mpppAt before the Committee. 


(Signed ) 


AUCKLAND GEppEs. 


_ Tribune, Mr. De Valera, the President of 
the Trish Republic, said he welcomed the 
inquiry, but did not believe the British 
' Government would facilitate evidence 
ae placed before the Commission, and 
_ that owing to the command of the sea 
_ being held by the British Navy, it would 
be very difficult for witnesses to give evi- 
dence in the United States free from 


molestation, and also that there was no 


- guarantee that when the witnesses re- 
turned to Ireland, they would not be 
made the object of fury of the army 
Oa occupation, The Commission held its 
fi st DC. the Hotel Lafayette, Wash- 


‘ ities 


on in Rhy affairs artach ed bi ie Ameri 


He then repeated what had brates ally 
been stated by the editors of Zhe Nation 


began last year, and as a new member his" 
sorous: personality immediately made itself 


British official reports, statistics, and 


British Labour Mission to Ireland. 


‘ In response to an inquiry, by the Chicago. 


on 18th November, 1920, : 
ne. ee 


the American Commission on  ieeiall ; 
motives which call this Commission “Into. se 
istenee and its purposes as formulate eo 

the Commission are ag follow :— 


in the leading article referred. to, whet 
they sought to bring this Commiss 
into ' existence. et Eaon 


and women, Secotchmen, and ae 
and Trish people, and ale five a 


seth to thirteen years. 
of their investigations - the Corie 
sought permission from the British Ez 
bassy to send a delegation to visit Ireland 
but were refused passports by the Britist 
Government. In consequence,.the C 
mission was not able to proceed eith 
Great Britain or to Ireland in order 
conduct its investigations personally 
the spot. It dealt, however, with a grea 
mass of testimony that was secured fro 


liamentary papers, and the report of i h 


unanimous Kadinge as follows: — 


We find that the Imsh people are deprive of 
the protection of British law to which the 
would be entitled as subjects of the British 
King. They are likewise deprived of the moral 
protection granted by international law, 
which they would be entitled as. belliger 
They are at the merey of Imperial | 
Forces, which, acting contrary both to all 
to all standards of human conduct, have 
tuted in Ireland a “terror,” the evide 
garding which seems to prove that— — 


1. The Imperial British Government Ah 
created and introduced into Ireland a Force 
at least 78,000 men, many of them yout 
and inexperienced, and somé of them conv 
ane has incited that Force to Bee ac 
ence. 


have a care killed anneoeall 
women and children; have discriminately as 
sassinated persons suspected ‘of being Republ 
cans; have tortured and shot- sibs y Ww 
in custody, adopting the subterfuge of “ 
to halt,” and “attempting to escape ” 
have attributed to alleged “ peat ae 


nent: [rish Republicans, 6 a ee 


3. House burning and patie 
villages — _ sities: Wy eth \ 


x 
\ 
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6 
ander Imperial British officers have been coun- 
¢enanced and ordered by officials of the British 
Government; and elaborate provisions by gaso- 
line sprays and bombs have been made in a 
number of instances for systematic incendiarism 
as part of a plan of terrorism. 

4. A campaign for the destruction of the 
means of existence of the Irish people has been 
conducted by the burning of factories, 
creameries, crops, and farm implements, and 
the shooting of farm animals.. This campaign 
is carried on regardless of the political views 
of their owners, and results in widespread and 
acute suffering among women and children. 

5. Acting under a series of proclamations 
issued by the competent military authorities 


of the Imperial British Forces, hostages 
are carried by Forces exposed to the 
“fire of a Republican Army; fines are 
levied upon towns and. villages as pun- 


ishments for alleged offences, of individuals; 
private property is destroyed in reprisals for 
‘acts with which the owners have no connexion; 
and the civilian population is subjected to an 
inquisition upon the theory that individuals 
are in pbssession of information valuable to 
the Military Forces of Great Britain. These 
acts of the Imperial British Forces are con- 
trary to the laws of peace or war among 
modern civilized nations. 

6. This “terror” has failed to re-establish 
Imperial British civil government in Ireland. 
Throughout the greater part of Ireland British 
* Courts have ceased to function; local, county, 
and city Governments refuse to’ recognise Bri- 
tish authority; and British civil officials fulfil 
no function of service to the Irish people. 

7. In spite of the British “terror,” the 


majority of the Irish people, having sanctioned , 


by ballot the Irish Republic, give their allegi- 
ance to it, pay taxes to it, and respect the 
decisions of its Courts and of its civil officials. 


A supplementary report deals with the 

religious issues in Ireland in an equally 
plain and admirable fashion, as fol- 
lows :— ' 
Outside of a part. of Ulster, Catholics and 
Protestants live in peace and harmony, and 
their political opinions are not primarily a 
matter of religion. 

Even in Ulster, religious bigotry is not by 

any means wholly spontaneous, but is arti- 
_ ficially stirred up by those whose economic and 
political interests are served by dividing the 
- people. 
While it obviously lies beyond our province 
to pass final judgment upon the various 
aspects of the Ulster issue, we have not only a 
right, but.a duty as American Protestants, to 
denounce the degradation of religion by such 
pogroms as occurred last summer. Upon this 
we owe it to our fellow religionists, both in 
America and in Ulster, to speak plainly. 


Those were the conclusions of these re- 
presentative American citizens—the find- 
ings of a Commission, as is stated in its 
- yeport, composed of American Protestants, 
who felt it their duty to appeal to their 
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co-religionists in Ulster and in the United 
States to put an end to the damnable 
state of affairs that has been in existence 
in Ireland since the right of the Irish 
people to determine their own destiny in 
aceordance with their own ideas and as- 
pirations , has been attempted to be ~ 
smothered by armed forces at the dicta- 
tion of the Imperial Government. The 
findings of this representative American — 
Commisison have been proved up to the ~ 
hilt by statements made by no less an 
authority than General Sir Hubert De La 
Poer Gough, a military officer who, at 
the time of the threatened Ulster rebellion — 
in Ireland, resigned his commission sooner 
than be a party. to using armed forces 
against the Ulster people. He has ex- 
pressed himself in such language as the 
following :— : ae 
The Union has failed irrevocably, and after 
long trial. Law and order has given place to 
a bloody and brutal anarchy, in which the 
armed agents of the Crown violate every law. 
in aimless .and vindictive and insolent 
savagery. Is there a single Irishman or woman 
whose blood does not boil at these things, and 
who does not demand the end of English rule, 
and the right of the Irish to govern them | 
selves? . 
Sir Josrpn Coox.—lI rise to order. 1 
direct your attention, sir, to the fact that 
the honorable member has been reading 
for the last twenty minutes. He has 
been doing nothing but read. * Une 
Mr. Consipinzr.—That is not true. 
Sir Roserr Buzst.—Vile and hideous 
slanders on the Empire, too! : 
Sir Joszepn Ooox.—The honorable 
member has not made two words of com- 
ment since he rose, and I submit to you 
that he ig not making a speech, but is 
taking advantage of his privileges in the 
House to read a document im extenso. 
For twenty minutes he has been doing 
nothing but read reports, and I submit 
that he may not do so. Reale 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 


M. Chanter).—I followed the honorable | 


member while he was speaking, and took 
it that he was reading from the report 
of a Commission in America. He had, 
however, finished his reading of that docu- 
ment, and had. begun to speak extempore. 
He then began to read from some other 
document before the point of order was 
raised. I call the honorable member’s at- 
tention to the fact that it is against the - 
Standing Orders for an honorable mem- 
ber to read his own speech; but I know 


f 


orable member to read extracts from other 
peeches, so long as they are in conformity 
with our rules. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Did you say, sir, 


or me to read my own speech? 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—Yes. 


ointed out. 3 : 
Sir Josepx Coox.—My complaint is 
hat the honorable member is reading 
jomebody else’s speech. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—As_ you, sir, 
pointed out to the right honorable mem- 
ber, I had quoted extensively from the 
American Commission’s report, on condi- 
tions in Ireland. | Wi 
Sir Joserpu Coox.—lIt will make a very 
lice little pamphlet, will it not? 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—Possibly; and I 
hope the right honorable member will 
_lénd me his aid in distributing it. As 
you, sir, have upheld my right to make 
my speech in my own way, so long as I 
do not transgress the rules of the House, 
I shall continue the brief quotation that 
I was making from the expressions of 
opinion of General Gough— 
England has departed further from her own 
standards, and further from the standards 
‘even of any nation in the world, not except- 
ing the Turk and the Zulu, that has ever been 
Known in history before. She is doing irre- 
parable harm to the interests of her own 
_ Empire, and to her good name, by the circula- 
tion of accounts, which are daily proved to 
be only too true, of what is being done in Ire- 
land from day to day. In an impoverished 
bankrupt world she is recklessly adding another 
_ area of ruin and destruction, 
_ We realize that on every ground Ireland must 
have full national self-government, with no 
greater and no other limitations than are im- 
posed on Canada, Australia, or South Africa. 
I quote the concluding portion, so as to 
be perfectly fair to General Gough. I 
draw the attention of honorable mem- 
bers to the tremendous advance in 
thought made by this general, the leader 
of the British Fifth Army on the Western 
Front, who refused in 1914 to be used by 
the British Government for the purpose 
of coercing Ulster, and who since the 
war has so radically revised his 
opinion as the result of his study 
‘of the conditions at present existing 
in his native land. The _ gentle- 
n whom the honorable member for 
oyong (Sir Robert Best) was proud to 


q 


* no standing order which forbids an hon- quote in the days preceding 


that it was against the Standing Orders — 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—That is what I 
did not do, as the Treasurer himself 


say, if the people of Ireland claim 1] 


ber, 1920, and signed by Ernest Bar 
Philip Gibbs (knighted by the King, n 


¥ 


ieee 
the wa 
the gentleman whom he now, by 
jection, accuses of slandering the Br 


~~ 
aid) 


Empire. But, of course, General Gough 


has advanced mentally, whereas the | 
orable member is still where he wa 
AD DA cieh NG 

Sir Josepn Coox.—Will the 
people who are coneerned in this troul 
accept the suggestion of General Gou : 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I do not know; 
but it is for the right honorable gentl 
man and those who stand for British — 
Imperialism to give the Irish people #] 
opportunity of expressing their opinio1 
free from military terrorism; and when 
the Irish people so express their opinic 
I will stand by it whatever it be. If th 
choose to remain a component part 
the British Empire under a Constitution 
similar to that of Australia, Canada, o: 
South Africa, who am [I that I shoul 
attempt to dictate to them what they — 
should do? If upon the other hand*tl 
desire to keep the Allies up to the con- 
ditions for which they said they foug 
the last war, to secure small nations fr 
coercion, and to give them the right to 
determine their own destiny; that is to 


they have the right to maintain the Re-— 
public they have set up and to rule thei 
country in their own way, just as 
intelligent Australian claims the righ 
do, according to their own ideas, fre 
from the military domination of any 
Power, is there anything wrong in their 
doing so? a 

Sir Rozerr Brsr.—A good deal. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Z am glad to note 
that the honorable member for Kooyon 
is the only one who thinks so. He 
siders these words of General Gough a 
slander upon the British Empire, but I 
could quote from a pamphlet signed 
fifty British intellectuals, professors — 
universities and leading publie men 
Great Britain, a most damning indi 
ment of British rule in Ireland, or 
other indictment of. that rule container 
in the London Times, of the 14th Sep . 


Jd 


t K Die 
f Ped 


Es 


obhouse, Desmond MacCarthy, John 
- Masefield, ©. E. Montague, Gilbert 
- Murray, ©. P. Scott, H. G. Wells, and 
Basil Williams. If the honorable mem- 
ber for Kooyong would only peruse the 
sources of information I have brought 
under his notice, provided he is capable 
6f doing so, he would in time advance to 
the stage reached by General Gough to- 
day. 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [3.5].—I 
do not propose to discuss this question 
at length, ‘but the motion having been 
- moved by the honorable member for Bar- 
rier (Mr. Considine), I feel it 1in- 

_ eumbent upon myself to express my entire 
sympathy with the object the honorable 
member has in view, and generally, so far 
as I was privileged to hear them, with 
_ the opinions he has expressed with regard 
to this matter. There can be no doubt 
‘there is a growing estrangement between 
Great Britain and the United States of 
_ America, and there equally can be no 
doubt that it rests largely upon the treat- 
ment of Ireland by the present British 
_ Government. But the fact that our posi- 
tion as an Empire is being prejudiced in 
America is by no means the only or, from 
my point of view, the main considera- 
- tion which should impel us to direct in- 
_ telligent criticism to the conduct of the 
agents of the British Government in Ire- 
land, because the sad truth is that the 
recent conduct of those agents is caleu- 
lated not only to cause estrangement 
between America and Great Britain, but 
also to bring the whole of the Empire 
into discredit and disrepute among the 
civilized nations of the world. It is not 
too much to say that the present policy of 
the British Government in Ireland has not 
a single reputable supporter in any part 
of the world ouside those persons who, 
being amenable neither to argument nor 
to appeal, have stood, while they can 
stand, merely as the open enemies of 
Treland. It is a deeply regrettable and 
even painful thought that at this very 
time trials should be proceeding in Ger- 
many with respect to the treatment: of 
_ British prisoners by the agents of the 
Central Powers. That fact tends to show 
up in even more searching light the con- 
_ duct of the agents of the British Go- 


, ¥ 
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only by the argument of Irishmen, but in- 


in the view of reputable and well- 


(CRormatye See 
a case established against a Governme! 
in the courts of public opinion, it has 
been against the British Government, not — 
equal measure by temperately expressed _ 
judgments of thinking Englishmen. We 
have upon our side the patriotism an 
the brains of England; while on the other 
side are money, passion, and prejudice. 
The case of Ireland is quite safe; even 


informed Englishmen. The British 
policy in Ireland is condemned, not only 
in America, but also, apart from officia 
circles, in France, Italy, and the wor 
over, and it is so condenined because it 


is indefensible. The British Govern- 
ment do not admit that there is 
war in Ireland, because the prac 
tices that are taking place there 
to-day are not sanctioned according 
to the rules of civilized warfare. 


You, sir, must be perfectly well aware 
that there is no rule of civilized warfare 
which permits the indiscriminate destruc- 
tion of property in the invaded country, 
and the ruthless firing into the homes and 
houses of the people without regard to 
whether or not women or children, aged 
or infirm, sick or well, fall victims to the — 
bullets. It must be well known to every 
honorable member that there is no rule of — 
civilized warfare which permits towns and — 
villages to be sacked, ravaged, and 
destroyed in revenge for certain acts 
of war by the soldiery of the invaded 
country. The truth is that the people of 
this country are unfortunately largely de- 
pendent for their information upon that 
poisoned stream of fiction which reaches 
this country through the newspaper 
cables. But honorable members are not 
so dependent. They have at their call 
other sources of information, and if they 
are able to call in witness, as they ough: 
to be able to do, the sober testimony of 
thinking men in every civilized country, 
they ought to be able to see that the cor 
duct of the British Government in Ir 
land is indefensible. I suppose we shi 
be told, as we have been told before, that 
this is no concern of ours. That arg 
ment might be adduced with some colou 
of justification by the Republican in Aus-' 
tralia, but it is curious that the Im-_ 
perialist should say that we in Australi 
are not concerned with the operations o 
the British armies, and Black and Tan 


of odious memory, in a part of the Em- 
pire itself. If I had not. any association 
or kinship with Ireland, and I still were 


@ member of this Parliament, I would - 


feel it my bounden duty, as I do to- day, 
to lose no opportunity on the platform, 
or in this House, of rising in protest 
against what is going on there. I do not 
propose to tell again to-day this thrice- 
told tale. Ireland’s claim to some kind 
of local autonomy has been so far estab- 
lished now that it is not denied even by 
Treland’s enemies. 
of the war, it was denied, and there are 
persons—amongst them the honorable 
_ member for Kooyong (Sir Robert Best), 
_ the representative. and spokesman of a 
class—who have always been opposed to 
anything that has been offered to Ireland, 
and at whatever time it has been offered. 
Had the present Act, which is designed 
for the partition of Ireland, been sub- 
mitted in 1914, to the honorable member 
for Kooyong, and those associated with 
him, they would have opposed it with all 
the bitterness and persistency with which 
they now oppose the Republican ideal, 
and formerly opposed the Home , Rule 
movement. Every concession that is 
offered to Ireland meets 
wholesouled and bitter opposition. Hence 
it is to-day that they are 
ready to concede something which 
the Irish people are no longer will- 
Ing to aecept. The Irish people now 
stand on the principle enunciated at the 
beginning of the war, and painted on the 
very moon during the course of the war— 
the right of self-determination, the right 
of Ireland as a nation to prescribe its own 
form of government. 
just taken place in Ireland. It was not 
an election of the Irish by the Iyish for 
the purpose of determining their form of 
government, but an election under condi- 
tions and for an object prescribed by a 
power which to-day is an alien power. 
And we may as well face this fact: Ire- 
land has in a spirit of friendship and 
eandour offered to accept her position 
within the Empire. She has been re 
fused, cheated, and despised. She no 
longer comes asking for her place withm 
the Empire, but comes declaring that, as 
there is no place for-her: within the Em- 
pire, she. will still have her place in the 
sun, and without the Empire. Although 
the election which has been held has 
been conducted by an external power, 
and with machinery a ie by — that 
Mr. Brennan. 
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But at the beginning’ 


_ for Gwydir (Mr. Cunningham), the hon- — 
with their. 


always 


An election has 
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power, it  venupthaleas has’ pinball t 
result. which shows the overwhelming 
majority of the Irish people te 
be favorable to the Republican ideal. _— 
And ~ yet, forsooth, we are told 4 
that Ulster, too, must have seli-deter- — 
mination. . Those who passed the Par- 
tition Act for Ireland took all sorts of 
care that the determination of Ulster et 
should not be left to the people of Boro ie 
They selected a section of a segment of — 
Ireland, and when they were sationed a! a 
that this section of the Irish people would. 
be favourable to anti-Irish ideals — im 
other words, that theirs was the rebel 
stronghold against the constituted autino~ A, 
ity in Ireland. : 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Omen 
The honorable member’s time has ex- 
pired. 


Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [3. 13] ie 
very much regret the introduction of this — 
question into the Commonwealth Parlia- — 
ment by the honorable member for Bar- 
rier (Mr. Considine), and I am surprised ~ 
that the Deputy Leader of the Opposi- — 
tion (Mr. Ryan), the honorable member 


orable member for Werriwa (Mr. Laz 
zarini), and the honorable member for 
Calare (Mr. Lavelle) should be found — 
rising in their places to give the neces-— 
sary support to have the question dis- 
cussed. Bt 


Mr. Laverre.—tThe honorable ion a 
for Werriwa is not in the House, but if © 
he were here he would support the mo- 
tion. It is a pity you cannot’ tell the 
truth. 


Mr. Marunws.—I supported it, and a 
am not ashamed to say so. : 


Mr. Laverrn.—I would be ashamed of 
a political career similar to that of the 
honorable member for Capricornia. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER—£ ake 
the honorable member to withdraw ihe i 
offensive statement he made concerning 
the political career of the honorable mem- 
ber for Capricornia. if 

Mr. Lave.ite.—I regret that the hou ate 
crable member’s political career should ‘ 
be offensive. 


Mr. DEPUTY. SPEAKER —Order! 
The honorable member must withdraw 
unconditionally, and without cone AV 


have #0 afledeae! 


steps were deemed necessary to try 
an end to the reign of murder.  * 
. statement in oe the oh proposal of the honorable. member fo 
able member for Capricornia. Such Barrier, and his su uggestion that what 
statements are not allowed by the rules happening in Ireland is likely to di 
of the House. - the amicable relations existing be 
Mr. Lavetre.—tlf I hh a statement the British Empire and the United S 
which was offensive to the honorable of America is a mere subterfuge adopt e 
i member for Capricornia I withdraw it. in order to have the subject ‘of Trelas 
i iis, HIGGS.—lf J made a mistake in debated in this Parliament. ENG 
; mentioning the name of the honorable Mr. Consmpinz.—I rise to a po it 0% 
aa for Werriwa I apologize, but order, which is, that I did not make a 
: such statement. I quoted from the Ne 
bey. rose to support. the honorable mem- York Nation, which published the tate 
ber for Barrier. “ment, 
Mr. _ Brennay. —lt TSCeSSAY » 2 they Mr. 


oh Mr. HIGGS aaa all would not have 
risen. One honorable member, when 
ne his matter. was introduced by the hon- 
_ orable member for Barrier (Mr. Consi- 
dine), did not come into the chamber. 
He stood behind Mr. Speaker’s chair. I 
‘warn the honorable member for West 
dney (Mr. Ryan) and the other honor- 
able members with whom he has been as- y 
‘sociated this afternoon, that they will afforded to introduce the Irish que ce 
reak up the Australian Labour party if into this Parliament; and, as an Au tr 
they permit the introduction of questions lian native, I. object to such a subje 
such as this into the Commonwealth Par- matter being brought forward here. Ton- i) 
liament. I say, as an Australian native, orable members like the honorable 
that, in my opinion, the majority of Aus- ber for Barrier—the physical force - 
tralians know very little about Irish lutionist, as he described himself in 
affairs. We know that there has been Chamber the other day, who, in pu 
trouble in Ireland for a very long while; of his ideals, is prepared to abolish 
- but we know also that: there are 670 mem- 
bers of the British House of Commons, of arms if he can get. enough sup 
and that they are nearer to Dublin than who believes that Ireland should Pee 
we are to Sydney. They know all about rated, as a Republic, from oe 
the Irish question, and I am quite satis- 
ed that if Mr. Lloyd George and his Go- 
ernment were anything like as bad as 
is been described by the honorable mem- 
ber for Barrier, if they were indulging in whieh Genld enpace: our atten 
a policy of tyranny and iniquity, they without having the case of I 
would not remain where they are for an- thrust before us in this manner. ~ 
other twenty-four hours. I have. cur- not believe that the majority of 
sorily read the daily accounts of what is people of Australia have any sym 
tie as in esi ooo only i with the views of those Labour re 
tatives who have spoken to-day. 
an abuse of the toleration of the 


for that crowd, behind and within the 
‘Labour party, who hold opinions similar 
to those of the honorable member for 
Barrier, of that foolish secretary of the 
_ Miners in New‘castle, Mr. Willis, and of 
_ other direct actionists. | 
_. My, Laverir.—Neither Mr. Willis nor 
the honorable member for Barrier (Mr. 
Considine) belongs to the Australian 
Labour party. ; 


es 


_ party, there was not a single word of re- 
_ proach expressed concerning him through- 
out the Labour press of Australia—the 
_ Brisbane Worker and Daily Standard, 
- the Australian Worker, Sydney—while 

_ the columns of those same newspapers 
_ have been filled with abuse of myself. 


Mr. Consipine.—That speaks volumes 
_ for my personal character. 


fac Ms, HIGGS...No: . but, rather, the 
_ sympathy of the editors of the various 
_ Labour publications—Mr. Boote, for 
_ example, and other direct action adyo- 
_ eates—for the Irish politics of the honor- 
_ able member for Barrier. However, I will 
_ not go into that phase further, although 
_ I could furnish additional facts. 1 do 
_ hot wish to occupy much time in dis- 
-eussing the motion. As I have. said, 
there are other matters of greater im- 
‘portance urgently awaiting the attention 
of the Commonwealth Parliament. — It 
_ would be wrong, however, for this Parlia- 
_ Inent to permit the honorable member for 
Barrier and the honorable member for 
_ Batman (Mr. Brennan) to make speeches 
_ such as they have, and to allow those 
utterances to go out from Australia with- 
out contradiction or challenge. 


Mr. FRANCIS (Henty) [3.29].—I 
_ deem it my duty to protest against the 
_ utterances of the honorable members for 
Barrier (Mr. Considine) and Batman 
(Mr, Brennan). Those honorable mem- 
_ bers said, in effect, that the case against 
the British Empire has been proved by 
the statements of famous men throughout 
_ the world, of whom they gave a list. I say 
_ the case for the Empire has been over- 
_whelmingly justified by infinitely greater 


men. I desire to express my opinion, in. 
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chamber who are prepared to defend ¢' 


stood that the 


_ Britain and America, bu 


brief, regarding the estrangemen de 
to this afternoon between the Britis 
Empire and the United States o: 
America, JI say, deliberately, that if 
there is any truth in that allegation, it 

is due to influences brought to bear on 
the American people by those who spea 
in terms similar to the honorable m 
bers to whom I have just alluded, 

who have said that they are quite willing 
to take their places outside the Empire. 
Their endeavour and ultimate aim is to 
sever connexion with the Empire, and 
it may be that the work that is 
proceeding, not only in America, but 
where, has that object in view. — 
bulk of the people in the British E 
pire, however, are convinced that thi 


object, will not be achieved, because th 
is undoubted loyalty towards the Bri 
Empire on the Irish question. The posi 
tion in Ireland has nothing whatever t 
do with this Parliament, and the motiv 
for introducing the question into th: 
Chamber this afternoon is doubtless 
stir up among the people of the Common- — 
wealth an atmosphere of disloya 
Although they are living under the | 
tection of the Union Jack, they are en 
deavouring to hurl it into the dust. — 
Mr. Brennan.—I desire only to sever 
my connexion with robbery and murder 
Mr. FRANCIS.—Right down thr a8, 
the ages, it cannot be said that 
British Empire has ever associated itself — 
with murder or brutality; it has alway 
stcod for those things which make fo 
the harmony and peace of the peo 
All loyal members of the British Em 
must record their emphatic protest against 
the statements which have been mad. 
those honorable members who have s 
ported the motion, and it is our 
to let the people of Australia know 
notwithstanding the -opinions expr 
this afternoon, there are others in 


Empire against abuse, and the attempt 
to belittle it on the Trish question. 


‘Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Port: 
[3.34].—It is not my intention to address 
myself to the motion before the House 
great length, because honorable mem 
already know my opinion on the 
question. I think it is generally un 

position in Ir ot 
largely responsible for the strained rela 


tions existing, not only ety 


eb 
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Britain and other countries. The eet 
_ tion in Ireland has brought Great Britain 
to the verge of war, and it is still doing 

PE BO.) 2. 3 
Sir Joserx Coox.—Brought what? 

Mr. MATHEWS.—The position in 
Ireland is bringing America and England 
to the verge of war. 

_. Sir Josrrn Coox.—That is ridiculous. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—It is not. Any 
reader of Irish history realizes that for 
generations the Irish people have been 
Py poking independence, which has been re- 
fused owing to the crass stupidity of the 
people of Great Britain. 

Mr. McGratH.—Not the people. | 
Mr, MATHEWS.—I blame the people 
-for not carrying out the proposal 
ee as I blame the people of Aus: 
tralia for submitting to the present in- 
tolerable economic conditions. The hon- 
- orable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs) has endeavoured to justify the ac- 
Ron of the British agents in Ireland; 
but that honorable member has twice 
voted in this House for the principles 
which he now denounces. 
_ Mr. Forry.—But not for what they are 
now asking. 
4 Mr. MATHEWS.—It would have 
been better to give the Irish people 

_ Home Rule when they wanted it, and it 

would be preferable to grant them a Re- 
public rather than allow them to form 
one by force. 

! Mr. Hiees.—I did not vote for a Re- 
Eble ay 
ee FMT, | MATHEWS.—The 

i are supported Home Rule. 
oy Mr, Hraas—I voted for local govern- 


honorable 


‘Mr. MATHEWS.—Who 
up the Empire? 

Mr. Jowert.—Is the Empire broken 
p? 
Mr. 


has broken 


he EON is only under a 
‘Mr. Jowxrr.—A cloud of the honor- 
able member’s imagination. 

; Mr. MATHEWS. = he British Em- 
_ pire is under a cloud as the result of 
her treatment of the Irish’ people. 
_ Whenever this question is discussed, the 
sectarian issue is introduced‘ 

_ Mr. Forry.—No one has “wales of the 
aeons element to-day. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—The 


ae 


honorable 


this 


ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Foley) may 


opinions held Be honorable wit bern 


Chamber. 
Home Rule for Ireland means 


Rule, but it does not mean anything of 
the sort; because, if Home Rule had been 


been bitter religious controversy, bu 
merely contests between the td ts 
and the workers, such as’ we have he e. 


with the idea of bolstering up la 

lordism in Ireland. During previous ¢ 

cussions on this topic much has been said 
of loyalty to the Empire; but have the 
loyalists ever helped the workers? No. 
The so-called loyalists are always on th 
side of the capitalistic section of thee com- 
munity. . ul 

Mr, Forry.—Rot! 

Mr. MATHEWS.—On hearing the: re 
marks of some honorable members, one 
would think that those who are in favour 
of Home Rule, or the formation of an 
Irish Republic, were reared in a certain 
religious atmosphere. I was not, and hon- 
orable members know it. I am sorry that 
this matter has been introduced into this 


Chamber; but, whenever it 18, it is my ; 


intention to express my opinions. — 
would have strengthened the 
Empire if Ireland had heen given Home 
Rule, and it would strengthen it now if 


the British Government would allow the 


Irish people to establish a friendly Re- 
public rather than allow matters to drift 
which will result in the formation of a 
Republic antagonistic to British ideal: 
and aspirations. The demands of the 
Irish people have been refused merely to 
protect. the interests of landlordism. 


Mr. Fowrrr.—Does not the je 


member know that the interests 0 
Irish landlords were purchased — 4H 
£200,000,000 of British capital? 

Mr. MATHEWS -—I know that. 
have read a good deal on the Irish ques 
tion, and many of those who speak o 


AY 


loyalty have said that it would be better 


British people. 
ther the British Bumpin is to be foe evel 


VA 


We all ae sire to know when peace A 


ts 


ne 


It has been said that 


AG 


e 


saddled with the trouble that now exists. _ 


lass.) We will never have a united 
E pire, which we so much, desire, while 


- treated. Do honorable members 
y believe that peace can be restored 
me the present policy? The sooner 


Lg 


he question of loyalty to stand aside in 


wiles. 


“MATHEWS —The honorable 
Sees says that he is not a Republican, 
but we. know that he would not give the 
people of Ireland Home Rule. He has 
always been against doing so. He would 
not give them even the measure of Home 
ule which the people of Australia enjoy. 


the honorable member and those with 


ised the question always to serve their 
yw purposes. 
be necessary to introduce the question 
nto the Parliament of Australia, but I 
say that the trouble in Ireland ‘has its 


he Empire. It would be better for Aus- 
tralia if. the trouble were put to an end, 


what they desire. I, as a representative 
: of the people in this "House, say that the 
Irish should be given their rights, and 
the man who says that they lave no 


rights is unworthy of membership of a 


"Parliament such as we have here to-day. 


> Question—That the House do now ad- 
ee Pe The House divided. 

ay MVS). Beh aa 

Now | 36 


AYES. 
Moloney, Same vit 
Ei ege T. J. , 
Tellers: ee ia 8 
| Considine, M. PL 


Siclateil fio ha af the capitalistic ee Pee 
Atkinson, L.- 


people of Ireland are being so shame- 


th people realize the position, and allow 


Higes, W 
‘Bemba eew. 5 eh Hen et fers 
Bayley, 5, Ce Jackson, D, Ss 
Bell!” Gaxkou. a VOWEL: He oa 
Best, Sir Robert ° Lamond, Hector 
Blundell, R. P. Lister, ie H. 
Bowden, E. K. Livingston, J. 
Cameron, D, C. Mackay, G. He 
Cook, Sir Joseph Marks, W. M. 
Cook, Robert © Marr, GO, |} 
Corser, EK. B, C. Rodgers, A. S. 
Foley, G. Ryrie, Sir Granvil 


de ding the issue, the better it will be. 


Tt is the pig-headedness and stupidity of building for the 
iom he is associated that have brought 
about the present position, and they have 


own architect, 
Iam sorry that it should 


reflection in Australia, and throughout 


and there is only one way of stopping it, ? 
and that is by giving the people of Ireland | 


Nous: 


ih 


Foster, Richard — Smith, Laird © 


Fowler, J. M. Stewart, P. Ge. ; 
Francis, F, H. Wise, e bs 
Gibson, W. G. é Sa. 
Greene, W. M. ., Mellersisg We 
Gregory, H. ‘Burchell, R. J. 
Groom, L. E. Story, W. H. 


Question 30 resolved in the negati 


, COMMONWEALTH BANK. 


TENDERS FOR COULINE-BFEIDS hats, 


Will he ke the ollvwmt informata n: 
The names of tenderers for the Collins-street 
Commonwealth Bank, he 
amount of each tender, and the time Teql 
by each tenderer to do the work? = 


Mr. GROOM.—The Bank employs its 
and the ep | yf 


building referred. to. 


BURNETT LAND SETTLEMEN . 
, 7 SCHEME. a ae ; 
Mr. RYAN asked the ‘i 


Minister, upon notice— 


1. What.were the. expenses iene it 
nexion with Mr. Gullett’s inspection 
report on the Burnett land settlement scheme? 

2. What was the reason for the. Cot 2 ate 
wealth authorities having such an inspec 
and report made? 

8. Ig it the intention of the Common: 
Government to take any steps to facilita 
making available of the large areas of & 
lands in the Burnett district for s 
Peper s | 


depended. u upon he suis up of furttier areas 5. When the Clearing Hobe: echewe f. 
ef land for settlement. The Queensland Go- settlement of debts is so far advanced as t 
_ vernment intimated that there was a large preclude the settlement of pre-war 4 

tract of suitable land in the Northern Burnett direct remittance. 
and Callide Valley districts suitable for agri-. 
- eultural holdings, but that Queensland would 
a require a loan ‘of £2,000,000 to be used in the . 
 eonstruction of railways and roads to, make. COAT OF ARMS. 


this land available. The Superintendent of Mr. WEST (for Mri J. H. 


_ Immigration was directed to inspect and, re-. 
epee: on the proposal prior to the Government asked the Acting Prime Minister, 


_ giving consideration to the matter. nolice— 
ihe iy ' 3. It is Very much regretted that at the pre- 1. Ts it proposed to delete from the 
sent moment the Commonwealth Government lian note the Australian Coat of. Arms pe 
have not money available to lend to the Queens-' pete some Imperial emblem? __ 
_ land Government for this et ‘ ie so, why? 


FEDERAL CAPITAL. 


Be ALADON RY ‘eckod) iho Minister 
i for Works and Railways, upon notice— 


— 1. How many architects, engineers, sur- 

__veyors, draughtsmen, clerks of works, and clerks 

are engaged on the Federal Capital work in. 
the Departments of Home and Territories and 
Works and Railways, and at Canberra? whee 

2. What are their names, status, present 1, Is it a fact, as reported in the press, 

salaries with allowances (including travelling the agreement het acan tie! Basis Governm 
and other expenses), and the countries of their Bante Anglo-Persian Oil Company has f 
birth? | through? . | 


Mr. GROOM.—TI shall obtain fie in- . 2. If 50, how does this affect the agreement 
i formation and lay he upon the stable of entered into between the Anglo- Persian 
the House. 


“TRADE WITH GERMANY. 
are as: follow :— 


Mr. MATHEWS (for Mr, Ryay) 1, Tt is not a: fact. 
asked the Minister. for Trade and Cus- 2: See answer to as No. 1. 
toms, upon notice— 


i. In view of the fact that German wool woes 
buyers are attending wool sales in Brisbane asked the Acting Pr rime ‘Minister, : 
and buying large quantities of our wool, will notice— ; 
the Minister say when the present embargo on 


the importation of goods from Germany will 4), 4 apie Daraienn Oil Geaipenkt INGE) i 


pir 


Sg, Are: the regulations prohibiting the de- hy lee iat inne can ats . 


livery of dea “lists, ‘ellie “an &e,, from 2. If not, why is permission to prospec 0 
ee See Mb Opera un ~ licence to search for oil in such territory re 
3. If so, when is it expected to again permit fused to Australians and other Brits y 
delivery? jects? 
_ 4, If not, why are these articles being held — 
- up in the different States? Sir JOSEPH COOK. —The ca C 
a When is it intended to again permit the wealth Government has not given i 
public to send remittances: to Germany and . : 
ther late enemy’ gouathes without first ob- Anglo-Persian Oil Com pany aay ‘D. 
poly. Experts supplied by theAng -P 


sian Oil Company, under the terms of 
Mr. GREENE.—The answers. to the agreement entered into between 


i honorable member’s ieee areas fol- British Government, the Common 


heya / - Government, and the company 1 i 
1, The whole matter 4 is under deatiibeation' tion, have. been carrying out in stiga- 


pending certain inquiries by the Prime Min- Has in Pa a, an oy im 
ister in England, but. it bs i ad arrive at, pué d a now sim: 
decision. ie 


ee in the Territories. — 


Me LAVELLE (for Mr. J. H. Cie 
wo the Acting Prime Minister, upon 


| 1. Did the Prime Minister present an Aus- 
tralian Flag to the French Government? 

é Why did he not present a Union Jack? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The Imperial 
League of Australian Sailors’ and Sol- 
-diers’ Womenfolk handed to the Prime 
Minister before his departure an Aus- 
tralian flag which they asked him to pre- 
sent to the city of Amiens. The presen- 


tation is to be made as a tribute from 


‘the womenfolk of the sailors and sol- 
diers” of Australia to the women of 
ence. | 


cOMMONW EKALTH INSURANCE 
| COMPANY. 


Mr. CHARLTON (for Mr. Rizzy) 


eee the Acting Prime Minister, upon 


_notice— 


al, Has a Aetaatte insurance company, calling 
itself the Commonwealth Insurance Company, 
been started in Sydney, the head of such com- 
_pany_ calling himself the “Governor ”? 


2. Tf so, will he take immediate steps to pre- 


vent this private concern wrongfully using the 
name of the Commonwealth? 


_ 8. Will he prevent the head of this company 


calling himself the ‘ Governor”? 
4. Will he endeavour to find out the names 
of the directors of this company? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The Common- 
LWesiih has no power to control this com- 
pany unless the whole or part of its capi- 
tal is subscribed outside the British Em- 
‘pire. 


Ci 


ne phe BO DEDY 


: oe ANGLO. JAPANESE ALLIANCE. 


 Arrirupre or AUSTRALIA. 


ham he seen the statement in the Sydney 


ga i 18 have been completed, the Gren 
ment is unable to formulate its policy | 
in connexion with the question of oil 


as follow :— mA tc 


ister in the Silesian dispute, referred to by 


understand it, what occurred was 


Inquiry will, however, be made 
regarding the constitution and personnel 


Government, When, therefore, the rae 


| Mr. WEST (for Mr. J. H. Carrs) 
ee, the Acting Prime Minister, upon — 


can see, ‘that gives any Imp ial 
: cal the right to chat hi 
i 10 ; 


ing: Bt erald in last oh ay $ cable Hews / 


interests? 


2. Will he see that Auster is aoe misrepre: 
sented on this matter in England and aria 


3. Will he also see that the public in t ae 
countries are informed that neither the Par- 
liament nor the people of Australia have 
intimated in any way that they demand th re- 
newal of this alliance? 


to the honorable sdembee 8 questions are 


1. Yes. nae is 
2 and 3. The speech delivered by the Prime 
Minister in this House on 7th April, wh 
dealt, inter alia, with the Anglo- ae 


SILESIAN DISPUTE. _ 
SprscH By PRIME Minuereg, 


Mz. WEST (for. Mr. een Gist 
asked the Acting Prime Minister, up 
notice— 


1. Has the Government given any attent 
to the alleged interference of the Prime Mi 


Westminster Gazette as “the greatest poe 
disservice to Imperial unity”? . 


2. Is it the policy of the Government that th 
Prime Minister should, on its behalf, ante 
in the affairs of Great Britain? 


Sir, JOSEPH COOK.—The | an. 


not been given to this matter by the ( 
vernment, I should like to supplement 
that formal reply by saying that, as I 


There had been a debate in the | 
Chamber of Deputies, in which 
Briand, the French Premier, had 

complete control of Mr. Lloyd Geo 
He had been accused in the Franch £ 2 


ae. in his relations with the Briti 


Minister of the Commonwealth ‘i 


the debate, he did once hy ae 


ne 


[2 June, 1921.) 


PROPERTY OF GERMAN 
NATIONALS. ° | 
Mr. GREENE.—On the 20th ult., the 
honorable member for Corio (Mr. Lister) 
asked the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
toms the following question, upon 
notice :-— | 


1. Will he inform the House whether the Go- 


vernment have adopted the principle of the 
Clearing House for the settlement of debts as 
against the future indemnity to be paid by Ger- 
many as set out in the Peace Treaty? 

2. What steps have been taken in the Com- 
monwealth to put such policy into effect? — 

3. Has the property of German nationals in 
Australia in the possession of the Public 
Trustee been realized, and to what extent; and 
what remains to be realized? 

4. What is the amount of the credit in re- 
spect of the German property taken possession 
of by the Public Trustee as against the in- 
demnity due by Germany to Australia? 

5. What will be the total amount of the credit 
to be given to Australia by the realization of 
properties belonging to German nationals in 
Australia? : 

6. What steps have been taken to advise the 
British Government of the policy of the Com- 
monwealth Government? 


I replied that as far as possible the in- 
formation was being obtained. I am now 
in a position to furnish» the honorable 
member with ae following | informa- 
tion :— 

1. The Government has adopted the principle 


of the Clearing Office for the settlement of 
debts between “German nationals resident in 


Germany, and British nationals resident in the 


Commonwealth. Any balance remaining in 
favour of Germany will, in due course, be 
reckoned as a credit to Germany in respect of 
her reparation obligations. , 

2. A Clearing Office was established in Aus- 
tralia in April, 1920. 

3. The property in Australia of German 
nationals resident outside the Commonwealth 
has been vested in the Public Trustee, and is in 
_ process of realization. 

According to the latest figures available, 
£1,040,812 15s. ld. is the total amount held by 
the Commonwealth Government in respect of 
the realization of the property of German, 
Austrian, Hungarian, Bulgarian, and Turkish 
nationals. 

This total is made up.as follows: — 

Held in Australia as at 30th 


April, 1921 £480,650 18 5 


Held in London as at 31st 
December, 1920 .. wg 560,161 16 8 
Total aN -- £1,040,812 15 1 


It cannot be stated exactly at present how 
much of this total is in respect of the property 
of German nationals, and how much is in re- 
spect of the p DEOREETy ma - other ox-enemy 
mai Mina 4 Arey 


Rah ase 


‘out of the £1,040,812 15s. 1d, represents the 


- respecting the case of Mrs, Farr, and he 


German Nationals. 


yi 
It is estimated, however, that about £1 000, 00 


proceeds of realization of the property of es 
man nationals. 

The property of German nationals rene 
to be realized is considerable, but its value n 
not be furnished with any degree a accuracy 
prior to realization. 

; and 5. See answer to No. 3. : 

. The Commonwealth Government’s police: hy 
was communicated to the Secretary of State fo 
the Colonies as follows:— 

ke adoption of Clearing Office systom.— 
January, 1920. 

Ke retention of property in Australia of Ger 
man nationals resident outside Commonwealth 
—In December, 1OP0. 


CASE OF MES. FARR. | 

Mr, WISE.—On the 26th May the 
honorable member for South Sydn 
(Mr, Riley) asked a number of questions 


was informed that inquiries were being 
made on certain points relating to tha 
lady’s entrance into the Commonwealt 
and the arrangements made for her mai 
tenance and hospital treatment while — 
Australia. JI am now in a position 
state that— i 
Mrs. Farr arrived in Sydney from New Zi 
land on the 6th September, 1915. Her case did 
not come under the notice of the Quarantine 
Medical Officer or the Customs authorities 
the time of her landing, and no action was co 
sequently taken under the Immigration Act. | 
It is reported that prior to her arrival from 
New Zealand, negotiations were carried on by 
her husband with the Reverend Mother 
Superioress of the Mount St. Margaret’s Men: 
tal Hospital, Ryde, and that when she land 
at Sydney she was taken straight to that in 
stitution. She remained as a “patient of the 
Mount St. Margatet’s Hospital from the 6th 
September, 1915, till the 9th January, 1921, 
although she was allowed during that period to 
go for several long visits to the country, under 
the care of a trained nurse. In January last 
she was transferred to the Gladesville (State 
Mental Hospital. 
It has been ascertained that the east be M 
Farr’s maintenance and treatment at Mount 
St. Margaret’s Hospital has been defrayed — by 
her husband, Professor Farr, who is also pa 
ing the cost of her maintenance at the Glade 
ville Hospital, where she is still an inmat 
In the circumstances, it is not proposed to take 
any action under the Immigration Act in this 
case unless the State Government make aur 
quest, and show cause which would render stich 
action desirable. . 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were presented 
Northern Territory—Ordinance of 192 
No. 6—Supreme Court (No. 2). 
Papua—Ordinance _ of 1920—No. nee 
Cre Code Amendment. 


| ike lig Mr. Rd cea 


| w leave the chair, and that the 
) resolve itself mation Committee of 
2 and Means—proposed. 


sin Minister and Treasurer) 


vin order that we may get on 


The question 


noe AMES: Pade. ——Do you think you 
t any further ahead by taking this 
and depriving us of the oppor- 
ity us discuss ees 


uestion put. The House Wevidea 
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( tae page 8782): 


» DIVISION VI. —METALS AND ‘MACE HI 


*Motive power, engine combinations, | 
power connexions are dutiable under hei 
spective headings when not integral par 
machines, machinery, or machine tools. 


Item 136— 
“Tron and Steel— Ni 
(a) Pig iron, per ton, British ‘ohee 
aa aN ena ca ae 


way of amendment— 


That the following words i inser 
pub-item a:—“and on and after 3rd_ 


1921, per ‘ton binge ns ‘intermedia e, 4 
We general, 7 


Me 


Aer, the few teres T ak s offer: i in 
reply to some of the incorrect assertions 
sat, we have heard during the discussion. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 


item now under consideration affects an 
i. industry of vast importance; one that is 

_ important in many respects and for many 

reasons. The manufacture of iron and 

"steel has been referred to repeatedly dur- 
_ ing ‘the debate as a key industry; it is 
? more than that, it is a basic industry, 
without which ° all others would cease to 
Drecist. * It is; to use the word in its 
broadest sense, the primary industry. 
: _ Without its productions, the farmer could 


| Betth from the earth. 
Ve dependent on it. 
Mr. Grecory.—And, therefore, may be 
' gravely affected by. the action now to be 
Ae taken by this Committee. _ 
- Mr. GREENE.—T shall come ‘to es 
effects of the duties shortly.. To gomplete 
_ what I was saying about the importance 
of the iron and steel industry, let me add 
that it is essential to the defence of the 
country and. the preservation of our 
‘national existence. In ‘view of the 
lessons of the war, Australia should be 
"prepared to pay whatever price it will 
-eost, even if that were: infinitely. greater 
‘than I believe it will or should be, to 
secure the establishment of this industry 
mn such a sound basis that there can-be 
no question of its future prosperity and 
_ progress. One contemplates almost with 
: _ amazement what has already been ac- 
‘ complished i in the last few years. In the 
_ year. before the war Australia imported 
64,198 tons of pig-iron and produced 
66, 868. tons, her consumption then being 
bout 120,000 tons a year; but in 1920 our 
yroduction and consumption was 345,000 
tons, or practically three times as much. 
Then, in 1913, we imported 65,000 tons 
of steel ingots and blooms, qrarch was our 
‘consumption for the year, because we 
were not then manufacturing steel. Lt 
was not until 1917 that stéel billets were 
being turned out at Lithgow, the Broken 
ae yates d producing them a little 
ih oe ib Broken Hill Senay 


We 


for Trade and Customs) [4.12].—The 


All industries 


the Nearest ae created be ihe ‘ 
Not only did it provide Australia 


‘for every year of the war. 


: able to get o our requirements, an cel 


blooms. I have not Messrs. Hoski: 
figures for that year, but in 1917 th 
firm made 19,667 tons of steel ingo 
Thus our: consumption of steel, ag we 
as We of Gch bo is now about. tes 4 


steel itasttys bat also Hoe many 0 
of our industries have developed. = 

Mr. Marr.—What were our imports 
tions during the interval ? 

Mr. GREENE.—They were a bage 
telle; we could not get what we requirec 
The industries of this country were 
ing out for the raw material of machir 
and building operations, , 
ternal supplies of it were virtually 
off. During the last i of the wpe We 


cece Had not our iron asad 
industry been established as it “a 


prived of es from our fee 
sources? We should be denny, thankfu 


the war which, during the stromenen va. 
able to meet what had been our norm 


‘without during that period. but x als 


effected, as far as the community was | 
cerned, an enormous saving. 7 
figures, worked out in detail, as to 
prices that were charged by the Bro 


Cc 


Hill Company for all their main REO? 


the nre- war prices for ue purposes ot 
oe 


ca aun ‘ Australia, but tae ; eh 
saved this country many millions of 
pounds. It is almost impossible 
conceive that, if this industry had 
been established, we should have 


inal | 


ay 


we chkott never yaa a them 1S Mencia 


panies were able to supply them. But 
even had we been able to import to the 
‘game extent as the local companies were 
able to supply our requirements, and ha 
we paid the prices which the rest of the 
world had to pay for those products, we 
should have been many millions out of 


: Mr. cre Lamonp.—<And that money 
would have gone to develop the industries 
of other countries and not our own. 


Teas GREENE.—What the honorable 
member suggests is perfectly correct. I 
have here the figures for rails. and fish- 
plates, blooms, channels, beams, angles, 
(heavy, light and bulb), rounds, flats, 
squares, rods, billets, and pig iron. The 
- eomparisons have been worked out with 
the utmost care. The prices for other 
_ countries are taken from their published 
i -periodicals—the Ironmonger in England, 
the Iron Age and the Statist in. America. 
- There is no question of the authenticity 
of the figures. For the local statistics I 
have had to rely on the Broken Hill Com- 
pany’ s own figures, which I asked them to 
give me, show’ ing ‘the actual amounts of 
the various products which they supplied, 
and their prices at the works for all the 
4 ~ goods, These figures show that, as be- 
_ tween the American prices landed c.i.tf. 
co In Australia and the prices in Australia, 
Nag the years 1915 to 1920, the net saving 
to the people of this country from the 
Waa uean Hill works alone was £4,371,724. 
The amount of iron and steel tux ‘ned out 
ey Hoskins at Lithgow is, roughly, about 
one-third of the output of the Broken Hill 

- works, . and inasmuch as Hoskins were 

_ selling in competition with the Broken | 
Hill Company, one can safely  as- 
sume that their prices were similar, 


and that we should. therefore ada 
a one-third of «that amount to ‘arrive 
: _at the actual *, net savings to the 


| 3 E people of this country. That is to say, 
we must add, roughly, £1,500,000 to the 
WEE OT O4, thus ascertaining a net saving 
of very nearly £6,000;000. I have the same 
deta’ led statements worked out to show the 
comparison with England. JI find that, 
peas with the aD nelish prices, the 
amount of savings to the people of this 
coun: rv over the same peried in regard to 


ey ea, 621. 


like the same extent that the local com-_ 


that they have been carefully check 


of Austraha. 


the Broken Till Company’s works alone hee saving when we 
That ot Sa? ‘seems: a 


‘me to hen as a recomment a tion 


can give to the people of this co 
agi establishment of the industry 


Mr. Gass.—Are~ those depar 
fensen or the firm’s figures? — 


Mr, GREENE.—1 have had the gur 
checked, so far as one can check th 
from the various periodicals which pu 
lish price-lists in Great Britain ¢ 
America, while for the local pri 
have had to depend on the sasaki 
company’s office. 


Mr, Gruaory. — Are your figures 
baie tails prepared ? an 
Mr. GREENE. — All I can 


Mr. Grecory. — Have they be 
pared by the Chamber of Manufact 
or by your Department? — | 

Mr. GREENE.—TI will tell the 
mittee frankly what I: did. » I knew 
the products of the Broken (Hill 
pany and of Messrs. Hoskins 
had been sold in Australia mue. 


meant a very great saving to ieee peopk 
I asked the manag 
of the Broken Hill Company to give 
their figures, so that, by ie the i Bey 


cover iron and steel one i, 
Mr. GREENE —They cover: on 


items I have mentioned. Bo 


other. big saving in connexion. 


subsidiary industries. ik 
Mr, GREENE. — As the honor 
member points out, this is only the be 


ginning of the thing g,. because iin 
ducts are used again in the m nufacti 
of many - articles of commerce. re 


put on Pee penite 
there is” this eres sane on 


muets. manuf Pano 


‘ih es nein _ The converse is ko 
true, that if you put up the price of the 
raw material you put it up in the sub- 


_ sidiary industries, too. 
eee WEY GREENE. —There 


is no doubt 


about that. I have put these. broad con- 


siderations before the Committee, because 


it is essential not only that we should 
recognise the necessity for the industry 

here, but also that we should have some 
idea of the tremendous advantages which 
Australia has already reaped from its es- 
_tablishment in our midst, never losing 
sight of the fact that the safety and 
security of the country absolutely depend 
upon its definite establishment, progress, 
and perpetuity in Australia. 


| ‘ - It is when we regard the ques- 
tion of | perpetuity that we come 
down definitely to the consideration 


of the degree of protection that we 
should give to the industry in its com- 
parative infancy. It has had during the 
war a marvellous opportunity to grow and 
i develop, an opportunity which, in normal 
circumstances, it would never have se- 
cured. Australia has every reason to be 
eal that there were men in this coun- 
_try prepared in the circumstances to risk 
the enormous amount of capital involved 
in the industry, and to press ahead in 
the belief that the people would recognise 
the immense service that had been ren- 
dered to them, and would be prepared 
also to see that they were given reason- 
able assurance enabling them to carry on 
hereafter the good work that they had 
| erun, 
~ That brings me to the considera- 
_ tion of the peculiar conditions under 
which the iron and_ steel industry 
“must exist if it is to continue. I 
do not know any industry which provides 
ie a better example of the absolute necessity 
- for continuity of operations, and mass 
production. The key to the whole posi- 
tion lies in the fact that the iron and 
steel industry must have continuity of 
-- operations, and mass production, if there 
is to be the slightest hope of success. 
_ Unless we can secure those two things, 
there is not the remotest chance of main- 
taining the.industry against the great 
established Steel Combines. world wide 
in their operations, of which honorable 
members have some knowledge. Conee- 


- We must be 


will secure those two ob‘ects.. 
I eens assured eed the 


sion. 


uently, in anything we do here. we must 
be reasonably certain that what we do. 


otection we 


give will afford this brea! enterprise an 
cpportunity to go steadily on with the 
work it. is doing, because, if there is to be 
any interrupticn in the operations, — ie 
they are to be subinitted from time to 
time to a competition which will put out 
the fires in the blast furnaces, because 
they cannot produce in competition, we 
shall arrive at a position where it will be 
utterly impossible for the industry to con- 
tinue. Not only must we take all reason 
able action to prevent this, but we must 
also see to it that those allied and kin- 
dred industries which depend upon the 
blast: furnaces for their supplies, and 


‘ which the blast furnaces depend upon to 


take their products, are likewise pro- 
tected in such a manner that we shall get 
continuity of operations.both in the blast 
furnaces and the subsidiary industries. 
There 1s the whole picture, if honorable 
members will so regard it. Not merely 
must we keep the blast furnaces continu- 
ally going, keep the metal continually 
moving from the blast furnaces in its 
molten state to the still furnace, and 
keep the steel ingot when it is cast 
in its red hot state going straight to 
the mills to be worked into the 
various furms that the trade requires, 
but we must also see that the industries 
which take in these sections, whatever they 
may happen to be, are also in a position © 
to produce continuously. The industry 
is like a huge machine into which at one 
end is poured the pig iron, and out of the 
other is obtained the finished product. Tt 
must be in continuous operation, other- 
wise there is not the slightest chance of 
placing the iron and steel industry on. a 
sure footing in this country. ae 


One has so much material in connexion 
with a subject of this nature that it is 
somewhat difficult to ~select just that 
which may be most suitab! te for the occa- 


Mr. ConsipIne. aur: was supplied freo 
of charge, too, was it not? — 


Mr. GREENE.—I can only tell. the 
honorable member for Barrier that much 
of-the information I have on this impor- 
tant subject is the result of a great dea 
of study and hard work. ie 

Mr. Conswtve.—l have no ‘Hoube i 
about that; but much of the material was 
supplied free, for T go? some of it. : 

Mr... GREENE.—If the honorable ee 


member had spent as m 


d ses he Bvould cae | know as 
much as and perhaps more about it 
than I do ‘myself. I have tried, be- 
cause - or recognise its” tremendous im- 
portance to the welfare of the Common- 
wealth, to make myself acquainted with 
he industry in all its ramifications, and 
have endeavoured, from the facts pre- 
sented to me, to determine, in the circum- 
tances, what is a reasonable amount of 


‘may be carried on here under satisfactory 
conditions. 

This brings me to the point which I 
was about to mention when the honorable 
member interrupted me, namely, as to the 
‘manner in which the. industry has been 
established in other countries. As far 
as I have been able to gather from a close 
study of the question, the iron and steel 
ndustry has not been established in\ any 
country in the world except under a Pro- 
 tective Tariff. Great Britain herself 
adopted methods of protection which, I 
venture to say, this Committee would not 
look at for a single moment. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp. — They were 
| drastic measures. 

- Mr. GREENE.—They ‘were, indeed, 
very drastic, and applied not only: to the 
material, but also to the men engaged in 


established herself in a position of pre- 
eminence in the early days of the iron 
and steel industry under comparatively 
modern methods of production. 

_ Mr. Grecory.—What was the position 
of her opponents? 

Mr. GREENE—It is true her oppo- 


velopment now reached by the opponents 
‘of the Australian iron and steel industry, 


Wig ap q 


the industry. In this way Great Britain > 


and because of this fact one is amazed 


‘ tection to extend to it, in order that it - 


- position ? 


nents had not reached that stage of de- 


' that Great Britain adopted such drastic. 


FE asdetites to establish the industry in the 

Mother Country. 

Mr. Grecory.—This is the first time I 
have heard that Great Britain built up 

her industries by Protection, although I 

am aware that she had Protective. duties 


self, when I studied the history of the 


a) eh 


: Mother Country | 


9 


. Mr. GREENE.—TI was astonished my-- 


iron and steel industry in Great Britain, a 
learn of the methods by which the 
established her pre- co 


free list, because that country, as he 


gentleman last night, if I under 


tive Tariff so "hae chene I almost 
at the moderation of the request to 
I am now asking the Committee to ol 
The honorable member for. Dampier tol 
us last night that the United States o! 
America had these items on the free 


Mr. Grecory.—No; I Br the ‘tem 
which -I said were feo : 


particular items now Bes: ae 
mittee. It is quite true that th 
to-day on the United States of & 


sult of a oc pee of iar 


Mr. ae will | 


guess when we shall. Bi: that: : 


Mr. GREENE.—TI say that, af v 
joy for the same duration of tim 
1874 to 1897—a term of twenty-thi ree 
years of solid and- continuous hig P 
teclion on these particular items, 
ane them to be uae well 


Couuntie. In my jeden ae 
not asking for excessive dtties. ih 
with the honorable member for 


yh midsummer adhe to ee 

ages in this country to a point: at 
it would be impossible - for Au 
which, after all, is only one com 
the world, in its economic ae 


proposition put forward 2 hes 


right, that we must make the 
conditions here ia cre : 


: oi 
taining in many other cou tries. 
Mr. Grecory.—I made it clear that 


preferential Tariff. As far as the other 
countries are concerned, I do not care 
¥ what duty is imposed. 

3 Mr GREENE.—I +05% particular 
notice of the honorable member’s  re- 
Sn beeause,.as far as I understand 


- the position, we have a standard of liv- 


leet in many other countries that come into 
a _ competition with us, including Britain 
herself, and I think we should endeavour 
to maintain that standard. If to do 
that it is necessary to have Protective 
"+ duties, we should impose them ‘without 
the slightest hesitation. =~ : 
Mr. James Pacs.—Will you indicate 
; Phat you intend to do in regard to the 
- manufacture of ateel plates for ship build- 


a 
ee Mr. GREENE. ay shall refer to that 
matter later on. 
for Dampier alec ‘said something about 
the natural protection which this industry 
ot sa 


Mr. Grecory.—I said *: ald ait deal 


Le 3 only a small item. 


Mr. GREENE.—I point out that the 
Inter-State Commission, in its report on 
the industry, which Ais honorable mem- 
_ ber quoted last night, expressed the view 
ey that this natural pote ea is an abso- 


— 


in considerable quantities as ballast at very 
cheap freights. This may not apply so much 
to China and, India, although, during the 
conditions uve plein: Kei, have 


x fo in price and freight is nee en from 
those countries where labour cost is not more 
than half what it is in Australia, it means 
that the Australian iron manufacturer has no 
natural protection‘ in freight and charges, and 
has the aisovitty of increased cost of produc- 
a ea 


Mr. Grzcory.—I ae as Minister 
rants to be fair, and so he will admit that 
did not claim natural protection so 
ere for pig iron as for other items. 


GREEN E.—I: thi ihe, honor- 


this Anion a item. y. 
however, that if the Inter-State Comm 


my remarks were directed to the British 


‘class of material are very much 1 
than our coastal freights. 


x _ ing which is appreciably better than that — 


The honorable member | 


with that particularly, gente " ihicd 


labour to become more difficult so far : 


_ things are daily becoming easier for the — 


£ Gia iA 


sion had gone on, as they very well might 
have done, they could have pointed | Lt 
that overseas freights on this particular 


Therefor 
our local manufacturers not only have ne 
natural protection, but have also a_ di 
finite handicap in regard to freights: are 


petab lished industries in other ‘countrie: 
backed by almost unlimited capital ar 
eas to cag their products if necess: ay: 


elsewhere, ns Be 
SehaL? 


and 
no matter 


wares hers 
eather ed that, 


belts 


dency i is for wages in Great Britain and 


level. 
has been ay wages in Australia to rise 
all the time, and for the conditions 


the manufacturer 19 concerned, whereas 


Bandatin: is swinging the sther way, a 


employer, and, perhaps, more difficult 
the workmen. In some respects — 
wages paid 1 in res Britain are “lower 


at Pittsburg, taking the pit run, as 
coke works do, show that it is 16s. 8d. 
ton as apainst 1? de Ods at ae 
castle. The actual amount of coal used 
per ton of pig iron is about 2 tons, Or 
1.25 tons of coke, which, of | course, i 


price of coal Slesa dere ig a "Tofinite | a 
dicap to the Australian manufactur y 


Mr. Grucory, a tn Sagal im 


ie he ‘GREENE. oe the moment I 


annot say whether the Canadian steel 


industry isin that position, but I know 
hat in America the price of coal is com- 


ng down all the time, whereas in Aus- 


ralia, if anything, it is rising all the 
ime. Therefore, one is faced with the 
feats knowledge that the Australian 
manufacturer commences operations with 


odds against him, apart altogether from 


the fact that his organization is smaller 


than. that of his competitors, that he has_ 


a limited market for his products, and 
that he is lacking in experience in the 
commercial battlefield. In view of these 
facts, one must conclude that he needs 
‘some sort of protection, at any rate, to 
the extent of the rates set out in the sche- 
-dule, : 

_ Now I turn to the other side of the 
picture. Requests have been made for 
increased duties. I pointed out earlier 
in the course of my speech that the 

-and. steel industry is at 

of a pyramid. Upon _ it 

a vast number of other 

Upon it depends to a greater 

or less extent almost every individual in 
the community. Oonsequently, in the 
arrangement of these duties we must 
exercise due care to see that we 


are 


do not ask for more than is ie | 
e re- 
Honorable members © 


while still providing what may 
garded as sufficient. 
who have asked for increased duties say 
_ that such increases have come about in 


the cost of coal, labour and harbor dues, 


that the duties have become less effective 
_ since they were first imposed; but I would 


point out that at the moment this Tariff 
was tabled no Protection was needed in 


these lines, a statement which is amply. 
: _ borne out by the fact that the Australian 
- manufacturers were in a position to sell 


their products to other nations at a very 


much lower price than those nations were 
asked to pay by the manufacturers of 
other countries. When I set out in an 
endeavour to wrestleawith this very diffi- 
eult and tangled problem which» con- 


onted me in respect to the duties upon — 
iron and steel products, I endeavoured to | 
ep in mind what was likely to happen j 


aE | the future as far as one could f 


the 


in- 


duty of 20s. 


Ns it; beeoues the Tarif aT 
“never ‘intended to deal with the | 


pene ne at the moment. 


per cent. in the wen at the dus 


Mr, GREENE.—It is not a fair 7 
sentation of the case to ion that Ge: 


tional ii have been Be 01 


manufacturer in Australia pea 


moment the Tariff was ‘tabled 
Mr. Warxins.—The © steel me 


turers had prohibition when they 


menced operations in ‘Australia, - | 
at that time no foreign supplies 
coming to hand. 


to ‘tides ies.” 


_for some considerable time, and oi 


comparatively easy ‘matter to secure | 
portations ae the price ‘of the lo 


pay foreign manufacturers to sen 


products to Australia. 


presentation of the case to assume 
was necessary when ‘ 


Me 
t be 
cause certain charges have accrued § 2 
then its value has ee 


_petition—to ea we are rapi 


proaching, and which in atta! 


Mr. ce —On pre-war. le 
duty is much more than 22 per « 

Mr. GREENE.—It is; but ¢ 
guess somewhat in these matters 
have endeavoured to eure 


ate Roperr ere 
arbitrary assessment, | 
ister. has no material 


GREENE.—I. admit there is 
) pathing: certain, and that one is more or 
less treading on shifting quicksands. All 
one can say is that on pre-war prices the 
duty will represent very much more 
than 22 per cent. British, but I am 
assuming that, although the prices will 
fall to a point appreciably below the war 
level, they will not reach the pre-war level. 
In all the circumstances, bearing in mind 
the fact that the iron and steel industry 
here has had a flying start, and that it is 
established on up-to-date ‘lines with, as 
far as one can see, every prospect of suc- 
cess, I think the rates of duty oo Paad 

_ prove sufficient. 


~ Mr. 


_. Certain figures were quoted last. night 
as to the prices at which certain products 
of the steel industry were being sold in 


_ Australia. In every instance it was stated 


that they have come from Belgium. 


oe. Mr. Warxins.—Which might mean 
y Germany. 
: Mr. GREENE as the law prevents 
ia the importation of goods containing more 
_ than 5 per cent. of German origin, I con- 
ceived it my duty to try to ascertain 
_ whether any of the iron or steel arriving 
here from Belgium was of German origin. 
As the result of our inquiries, we were 
- assured ag definitely as we could be in a 
matter of this sort that the origin of this 
iron and steel is not German, but that 
German coal, which, of course, was re- 
paration coal, had been used in the manu- 
_ facture of these articles. Of course, we 
could take no action in regard. to that 
coal. 
Mr. Ricwarp Foster.—Was the Minis- 
| ster satisfied ? 
Mr. GREENE.—As satisfied as one 
could be. Of course, we could only make 
-- inquiries through offic al channels, and 
that was the result. 
“we are up against this Belgian competition 
to-day is not that Belgium is producing 
iron or steel cheaper than we are, but be- 
- eause the exchange rates Berwedh that 
country and Australia are such that the 
- Belgian manufacturers have done what I 
have pred cted several times in this cham- 
ber would be done. [ have said several 
simes that when certain countries arrived 
- at a*point where they were anriovs to get 


“hae ae. 


eom.t Me dump Ehose peda : 


[2 June, 1921.] 


whether or not they are governed by the 


day; but I think it is now about 60 franes 


The real reason why > 


rid of their products, they would use ex- 
change rates for the purpcs2 of enabling ) 
Presa to- “day we ee an OPE res 


i Tae 


Dp cia ry Cae supply those Ree : 
oe teal goods which are being imported | 
to-day ? i 
Mr, GREENE.—There may have hes! 
a period when, owing to strikes and th 
fact that the blast furnaces had to shut 
down for quite a long period, the Bro. 
Hill Company and Hoskins Limited 
could not supply the local demand 
and it was necessary, therefore, to ge 
bars and articles of that sort from abroad. Wy: 
I was saying that Belgian competition 
arises not from the fact that Belgium is 
producing iron and steel at a lower e 
than the Australian manufacturers, bu 
because she is taking advantage of ‘ 
exchange rates to dump her products. . 


Mr. Cuartron.—How are we to Bie 
vent it? | 


Mr. GREENE.—The honorable mem 
ber for Newcastle (Mr. Watkins) has 
suggested increased duties. If those in 
creases were made, they would not mate 
rially improve the position in regard te 
Belgian competition. A great deal more 
must be done before we can be reasonably 
assured that we have overcome the e 
change problem. ‘The matter must be 
dealt. with by special legislation. 

Mr, Grecory. _Beloian products would 
be subject to the higher rate. 


Mr. GREENE.—It. does 


not matter 


higher rate; even the rate of £4 per ton 
whch the honorable member for Ney 
eastle has suggested, would not nearly 
counterbalance the exchange pozition, — 


Mr, Ferenron. — Has the Minister 
worked out the actual] exchange rate? 


Mr. GREENE.—It varies from day 


to the sovereign. 


Mr. James Pace.—lIf a rate of £4 ve 
ton is not sufficient, make it £10. 


Mr. GREENE.—The exchange posi 
tion is not normal. It may take: som 
t me to adjust itself, but the prevent con- 
ditions are passing, and IT do not think if 
would be right to attempt to bodes 
balance the exchange position by impo 
ing duties which would apply to all coun: 
tries alike, regardless of whether the ex 
change was ‘favorable ar : 
For instance, in buying 


iron 


oy The American Be Bae: rate to- 
ay is about $3.95 to the sovereign. The 
selgian rate is 60 francs to the sovereign, 
as against the Mint par rate of 25 francs. 
When the Belgians dump their product 


into Australia, and we receive 60 francs. 


worth of their goods for a sterling value 
f 25 francs, we have a position which 
ean be met ‘only by special legislation. 
-day the American Congress and the 
tish Parliament are fe OnE with 
s problem in comprehensive, although 
entirely different, ways. At this moment 
the House of Commons is considering, 1n 
Committee of Ways and Means, a very 
drastic. and comprehénsive proposal at 
which the honorable member-for Dampier 
ava Gregory ) would look askance. 


MoWrutams.—God help Aus- 


bolin when Britain nie pean a Tariff Bee. 


this! i 

Mr. GREENE. She resolution now 
before the British House of Commons 
places in the hands of the responsible 
authorities tremendous power to pre- 
scribe, independent of Parliament, not 
only the- articles upon which duty shall 
be imposed, but also the extent ofthe im- 
post. The Imperial Parliament is out- 
Heroding Herod in trying 
British industries from the dumping of 
eontinental goods. -wing to the exchange 
position, subject to certain limitations. 
As we shall before long have to 
resume trading operations with Ger- 
many, and as the present rate of exchange - 
- is 243 marks to the sovereign instead of 
the Mint par rate of 25, it would mean 
absolute ruin to our industries, particu- 
larly the production of iron and steel, if 
_ we opened our. door. to trade with Ger- 
many without first introducing special 


legislation to cope with ae ee 


British. Government oe an Lablaodl 
on imported chemicals, and Judge Sankey 
 ruled+that they had not. the power—that 
the matter must be dealt with By Parlia- 
: meht. , 


(aaa Be 
ment. is being asked to definitely place 
that power in the hands of the Board of. 
Trade over which a Minister of the Crown 


ith. this peers important ‘subject ‘as 
brief at as possible. 


to protect 


GREENE Tie. British “Parliae 


night. 

‘Mr. McW hs baae 
confirmation to-day of what was sa 
night by the honorable ~ ‘membe 
Parkes (Mr. Marr). 

Mr. GREENE.—I have not heard 
anything which might be Bia a, 
straint of trade. . 

Mr. GREGorY., ae 
been made officially ? | 9 

Mr. GREENE.—I have had lett 
from two companies complaining — 
tain actions by the Broken Hill Con 
‘One of them I brought under the ( 
of the Broken. Hill Company, and 1 
complaint was immediately adjusted. 1 
other complaint is one of which th 
orable member for Parkes (Mr. — 
knows something. It is a ‘quarre 
tween a number of be! hie 
“business men. 

Mr. McWitttams.—It is a qua 
tween a monopoly and another fir 

Mr. GREENE.—I am certain that. ne 
Court in the world wgald_say that th 
action of which complaint has been | 
amounts to restraint of trade, 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—Hear, he 

Mr. James Pace.—How does ,it | 
that the Aerore hip nie uty for Wa 


no one else can see them? 
nursing the Government? 

Mr. GREENE.—He certainly 
see the departmental files. am 

Mr. James Paur.—Then how c 
declare with such assurance that: 
vernment are right? ; 

Mr. RicHarp Fosrer.—The 
ment are not involved in the a 


Mr. 


yh ie are both shying to ma 
own point. It is perfectly) leg: 
business. 

Mr. McoWiritams.—Are you 
that it is legitimate? 


Mr. ‘GREENE. Sa oe as a 2 


to understand the squabble, it 


not the slightest doubt that the: 
Men can arrange their busine: ( 


ie Mr. Grecory pase) i, Minister say 
ae > that the quarrel’ has nothing to do with 
ar, _ the fixing of Mae! Py the Broken Hill 
a a ee ree’ 
_. Mr. GREENE. EL has nothing what- 
aa a ever to do with that. I do not think I 
should disclose the actual details of the 
ra dispute, of which I have confidential 
knowledge, but I do not think that any 
Court would say to the Broken Hill Com- 
__-pany that it must do what it is being 
asked to do. 
which I have asked the Committee to ac- 
_ cept do give reasonable assurance of con- 
_ tinuity of operations. — 


.. Mr. Cuariron.—There is, a very big 
qi doubt as to whether they do. 


te 


the Committes to increase the rates, but 
ad we increase the rate on this basic item, 

- we must carry the increases a through 
the schedule. 


Mr. Frenron.—Does that mean that the 
first item governs all other items of metal 
and machinery, and that if there is no 
increase on the first item, there can be 
none on the others? 

be Mr. GREENE.—I am not saying that 

_ there may not be need for adjustment of 
_ the duties in respect of individual items, 
but if we increase this basic item there 
is not the slightest doubt that we must 
do the same right along the scale. 


| ‘Mr. James Pacz.—If we put a duty on 
_ the raw material, why should it be neces- 
sary to increase the duty | on wire netting 
or fencing wire? ~ 
Mr. GREENE.—tThe first item repre- 
sents the raw material for the manufac- 
- ture of the others, and whilst eventually 
we may arrive at a time when we can 
ignore the duty altogether, and make the 
items free, that time is not yet. ‘The 
iron and steel industry is still in its in- 
: - fancy, and. that is why I feel that the 
rates Jaid down should | be reasonably 
Nie safe, | 
> Mr. Cuariton.—if it etd be found 
that the rates are not sufficient, what will 
become of the subsidiary industries? _ 
_ Mr. GREENE.—I have not disguised 
- from myself or the Committee the serious- 
ness of that possibility. It is absolutely 
essential that we should b 
‘ sured that | our _indust 


able doubt, I-would unhesitatingly ask 
(pl 


I believe that the rates - 


Mr. GREENE.—If I felt any reason- 


“so, I would go further. 


the speech: which the Minister for Tra 


20V so. 
Government coming into power and : 
ting this industry down. f 

Mr. CrHartron.—Suppose that it 
down before Parliament can deal with 

Mr. GREENE.—That is not at all 
likely. I repeat that I have given - 
whole matter very careful consideratior 
The rates. set down are not fthe Bi, 


ask the Committee to i them, 
events, for the time ap | 


“i 


fate upon he raw eateries used in eon- 
nexion with iron and. steel produe: 
He has stated that, even on the basis 
the increased rates ‘suggested by the ho 
orable member for Neweastle — 
Watkins), the foreign combine com 
petitors will not be kept out. That bein 
IT would make * 
duty twice as heavy; and, if that were - 
sufficient, I would treble the rates. This. 
is the key industry of the Commonwealth. . — 
It is the backbone of Australian manuf .C- 
ture. The only matter about which E 
disturbed has to do with the interests 
the subsidiary industries. te heart i is 


men at the back of them have. “been 
struggling for the past thirty or th t 
five years as_ best they could agi Ss 
foreign competition. In many instanees, 
notwithstanding that they had to pé 
‘high wages and high Paiee for impor 


eainst oyna competitors. Here is tl 
anos to do something worthy and cally 
practical on behalf of our fellow a si a 


will rise to the occasion. Le 
Mr. Cape +The schedule wil 


yates. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE. 
false to the Australian plan i 
us if we were to allow Ai sch 
to pass in its present form, 


afternoon. 
‘stances which converted me to a. belief 


tralian industry. Honorable members 
will recall that, when the East-West Rail- 
way was being constructed, Mr. King 
O'Malley was the Minister whose De- 
partment controlled that great work. He 
‘tried to get rails and fastenings as 
‘cheaply ‘as possible, and he called for 
enders in all the four corners of the 
lobe. The peculiar thing was that he 
ould only secure certain portions of the 
iron and steel réquisites from Great 
‘Britain, ‘a certain quantity from Ger- 
many, and a certain portion also from the 
United States of America. What was 
the position? Some honorable members 
in the Corner now say that we are in the 
erip of a combine. It is better to be in 
‘the clutch of a combine inside the Com- 
-monwealth than of one outside, which we 
-eannot touch. The prices for the whole 
of those steel rails and fastenings, ‘and 
the like, which were urgently required 
for the building of the Transcontinental 
line, were exactly the same from each of 
those countries mentioned. — 
Mr. McWrrrrams.—What were the 
: prices? 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—The first mula. 
tion, I think, was £6 and £7 for steel 
rails. 
we had to pay £8 17s. 6d. 

Mr. McWrrttams.—What is the arte 
of steel rails now? 


- Mr. JAMES PAGE—That was 
before the war. I do not know what the 
price is to-day, nor do I care. It matters 
not to me what may be the price, so long 
as the product is Australian made. I am 
g Leeda about the outside Combine. 
colt made us pay just what its members 
 jiked, and it would do the same again to- 
morrow. Mr. King O’Malley made a deal 


We would not accept it, but finally 


Sy ERE (Mr. cee ites made ahs ' 
I will relate the circum- 


in complete Protection for our key Aus-_ 


_ with the Russian Goverdinent to supply us - 


with all our requirements of rails and 
eb. That source of supply was 
outside of the foreign Combine which 
he had previously run against, and we 
were overjoyed to think that the Minister 
ts beaten the Combine. But when the 


— Russian authorities tried to secure freight 


_to carry their steel products to Australia, 
not a single ship could be had. The Ship- FY 
peer eNe was geod yale with ihe hie 


"passed, 


‘ able Mgaey. Eo 


iron Be steel ee was concerne 
ag the Minister says, the ue 
honorable member for Neweastle a 
sufficient to keep out the foreigners, - 
would treble the JOR e Raed But for 


would our subsidiary radu be i 
Mr. Cuartron.—There would be 1 
Mr. JAMES PAGE—Absolutely 


the 
u 


Minister. We hear honorable mem 


talking of the price of harvesters. to-< et 
Oa 


have got tie machines at ae for 
Broken Hill Company’s works at . 
castle, During the war period that firm 
did not put up the price of its produc 

anda the Cpe a was save 


try the measure of protection requ 
namely, sufficient to keep out fo: 
Nia mae The objection has. bese 


the ieredanuon of special lagi 
the Government’ are sericus abou 


it? 
Mr. 
thing at a time. 
» Mr. 


dnty nbd the poe measure d oe 
D Deen 


Mr. CHARLTON Hear, eae 
the industry first. . 


Mr. TAMES PAGE We sham 
let it languish | or be cee ON the f 
Combine. 


Mr. Corsrr. aes ‘wou 


| Ric one in Maryborough to ets he 
he has referred?" 

My. JAMES PAGE.—We can trust the 
men behind the key industry, just as they 
_ proved worthy of our confidence during 
_ the war period. If, however, the Broken 
» Hill Proprietary Company will not agree 

to supply Australian subsidiary industries 

F ie with their necessary steel and iron pro- 
ducts, there is a way by which the Go- 
| vernment can overcome the deadlock. 
ary, there is plenty of raw material 
in Australia. We have been told that 

ae “the South Australiane iron ores are the 

- richest in the world. If there is danger 

of the dumping of cheap foreign materials, 

it is our duty to remove that menace. Let 

us not only protect and save Australia’s 

_ key industry, but, at the same time, en- 
courage the establishment and erowth of 
‘subsidiary industries. Mr. Hoskins told 
me some time ago, by the way, that it is his 
intention to construct new works at Port 
Kembla. Here is an opportunity to give 
him a good start with his new subsidiary 
b venture. I am certain that the Minister 
aig. sympathetic. Will he agree to tem- 
_ porarily increase the duty rates in order 


. i 


effectively to shut off cheap Belgian 
steel ? | | 
Mr. Grerene.—The better course will 


be to get the Tariff schedule out of the 
> way, and for the Government then to in- 
_troduce the Bill dealing with exchange. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE. — But promises 
are vague. 


Mr. Greenz. — The ana knows 


that if I make a promise I me act up 


Pee hbO cb: 

~ Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I do on doubt 

that for a moment; but there are others 
to be dealt with. 

< Mr. Greenz.—I will guarantee that it 
will be done. 

a _ Mr. JAMES PAGE—I am quite pre- 
pared to accept the “Minister’s assurance. 
I am pinning my faith to the proposed 
Board of Trade, because I believe the 
operations of that body will be the solu- 
tion of our difficulties. The Board will 
take the matter out of the hands of the 
manufacturers, and will submit concrete 
_ proposals to this Parliament, which we 
wil] either have to ratify or reject. This 
is the key industry of the Commonwealth, 
and this item is the most important in 
‘the whole Tariff. I. al ca ask: = 


‘experience, it is found to be excessive 01 


ing anything like the requirements of the 


Vinee eee : é 
%, 


ty 


“Tart i 


Minister to give Monueder agian to my su 
gestions, because it is the easiest thing in 
the world to reduce or remove q duty 
that has been imposed if, as the result of 


unnecessary. 


Mr. GIBSON (Corangamite) [5. 1). 
During the debate on this particular ite: 
we have heard a good deal concerning th 
operations of did Broken Hill Propri 
tary Limited. Unfortunately, I ha 
not been able to visit the works of this 
company at Newcastle, but we have beer 
informed by honorable members that the 
are the finest in the world, possessin 
very up-to-date machinery, and produc- — 
ing sufficient to meet the requirements of 
Australian consumers. But are they 
meeting our requirements at present ? . 
do not think so. It seems that we are 
endeavouring to place the whole of our 
subsidiary industries in the hands of the 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company and 
Hoskins Limited. At present these two 
manufacturing concerns are not produce 


Australian people, as in February last the 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company wer 
asking certain purchasers of steel in Aus- 
tralia to import their requirements. 


Mr. Warxins. — That was during 
strike period. 


Mr GIBSON(oThatumiy He om 


Mr. Hirt.—To what strike is ee hon- 
orable member referring ? 


Mr. Warxins. — The shipping strike 
when it was impossible to freight iron ore 
around the coast. 

Mr. GIBSON.—At that time five neh 
made purchases totalling 6,500 tons of 
steel, and that quantity is now on th 
way to Australia, and will be charged a 
natural duty-of 100 per cent., and a 
additional duty of 60 per cent. , making ) 
total of 160 per cent., which is "altogether 
unreasonable. Surely this up-to-date 
plant at Newcastle, of which we have 
heard so much, can compete against — 
manufacturers abroad with a lower ane 
than 160 per cent. 

Mr. Warxrns.—How does the ‘hawoe 
able member make it 160 per cent.? — 


Mr. GIBSON.—There is a natural 
protection of 100 per cent., and a pr 
posed duty of 60 per cent. The honor- 


able member for Newcastle (Mr. Wa 
kins) nae endeavoured to TARE honora le 


8810 


~ been making a very 


e dustry. 


= 60s... 
Mr. Greenz.—That does not take into 
- eonsideration the difference between Bel- 
heed currency and sterling exchange. 


ots are pounds sterling. 
those who 
tion 
articles they wish protected. 


‘Tariff 


~ members believe that the Australian con- 
_sumers have benefited to the extent of 
 £6,000,000 by the prices at which the 
‘Broken Hill Proprietary Company have 
sold their products in Australia. 


They 
were disposing of fencing wire at £40 per 
ton during that period, and must have 
good profit. 

Mr. Gerenn. — Bat the Broken Hill 


Proprietary Company do not manutfac- 
ture fencing wire. 


Mr. GIBSON.—It is a subsidiary -in- 


Mr, Greenz.—lt is manuiactured by 


ie another company. 


Mr. GIBSON.—Fencing wire was 


: being sold at. £40 per ton until supplies 
began to arrive from Belgium, when it 
_ dropped to £20 per ton. 


The manufac- 
turers must have been making a good pro- 


“fit over and above the ordinary profit 
if they could make such a reduction. The 


rate of exchange is, approximately, 8s. 


3d. per ton, 


Mr. Gremnz.—lIt is not. 
Mr. Cuartron.—The Minister said it 


was very much more. 


Mr. GIBSON.—Pig iron costs £5 7s. 


8d, per ton f.o.b., which is equivalent to 
The freight is. 


£8 15s. 6d. ead. and e. 
and insurance and exchange 8s. 3d. 


. GIBSON,-—It does not. My quo- 
Some of 
are crying out for Protec- 
importing the very 
I have 


im my possession a Shipping List, from 


are actually 


which I find that on the. 30th May, Mr. 


H. V. McKay imported 360 bars.of steel 


from Belgium, and 184 tons of pig iron. 


A few days earlier the same gentleman 
imported 160 packages of rivets and nuis, 


2,019 packages of bar iron, and 259 pack- 


ages of steel bars. 


The Lion Mills also 
imported 20 tons of pig iron. We have 
been told by those who are supposed to 
know something about the industry, that 
in Australia we have the richest iron ore 
in the world, but this ore is receiving 
natural protection to the extent of 100 
per cent. in competition with that from 
other countries. It is easy to under- 


stand that the Broken Hill Proprietary 
- Company gives preference to certain pur- 
- ehasers, because they are unable to meet 


», 
% 


I am not prepared to say that the ¢ 


‘ protect the industry. 


the duties appearing in the schedule: 
‘imposed. 


pany can pe pation as a rape bs 


with trade. If we are going to ee 
protect these industries by imposing 
higher, duties, there is every possibility of 
certain manufacturing firms ‘not. being 
supplied with their requirements, On 
the other day the Victorian Govern 


well electrification sei! but Aueaen st 
steel manufacturers did not submit A 
der. 


concern, with all its natural ee 
if it did not endeavour to meet the State 
Government by submitting an, offer. 
am anxious that this industry shall | 


ohne of our leading industries ; hue i. | 
not wish to see it “reared in an artificl L 
atmosphere. 


tective duties. I do not feel deco M 
support the amendment moved by the 
honorable member for Newcastle, == 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [5. 50] 
followed - very closely the speech of f 
Minister for Trade and Customs. e 
Greene) upon this item, and if ever a ¢ 
was made out in favour of higher dut 
the Minister made one. JI was very m 
surprised when he asked the Commi 
not to support an increase in the rate 
proposed, because in view of the sgt 
ments he made he evidently desires 
If that is so, t 
is no course left to the Committes 
to increase the duties. 


Mr. Jameus* Page.—That is proved 
the Minister’s statement. a 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Yes, The 
ister dealt with the cost of conver 
iron ore into pig iron. He showed » 
wages had increased in Australia s 


If that is so, there is e 
Teen for ibe, still nt 


| or , 
My Mr Douek: Le not the Minister 


ie that the industry was. pee by 
_ the shipping freights' i) 


Wok Mr. CHARLTON. che Miwatee has 


i aptde. out a good ease in favour of higher 


~ duties, and I shall be very much sur- 


‘ahd i he proposes. 


Committee accepts the rates 


"prised if the 
This is the key industry of 


 Australia—not one of them—but the most 


id «it 
ps 
uh 


' oh 


ey, 


important, and it is the duty of this 
Parliament to protect it in the interests 


of the whole.community. If we are to 
remain here until the end of the year, I 


‘shall fight this matter to the last ditch, 
because I feel that we should not be con- 
tent until the Minister is prepared to 
make some concession in the direction I 


f | ha indicated. I do not wish my state- 
ment to be regarded as a threat; but I 
i ri feel very keenly on the matter. 


What did 


the Minister say in regard to currency? 
_ I am surprised at the arguments ‘that 


ic eaahl been adduced. 


: to b 


nie this Parlia- 


ng the present session our time is 
‘devoted to consideration of the 
Tariff, and that during the absence of 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) con- 
tentious matters that might jeopardize 
the Government would not be introduced. 


The Government appealed to the Country : 
-party,to grant them immunity . from 


attack during the absence of the Prime 


. > Minister: but we are now told that it is 


iy "necessary to deal with the question 


“tavi Bill. 


ex- 
change by. legislation during: the current 


_ session. 


Mr. a Sea Cy wil be purely . 


Mr CHARLTON.—If it is to be a 


“aes Bill, wanes does the Minister eo 


ie de made such an admission before. 


Mr. CHARLTON. 1—-The Minister has 
‘We 
have never been informed that it was the 
intention of the Government to introduce 
a Bae dealing with exchange. 


. Greere.—W e must do it. 


ot OHARLTON.—IE it is necessary, 


ld be ae eae 


tive Tariff. 


Mr. Conse THe. was oO 
understood. 
Mr. 


knew that it was ie en of 3 
verninent to introduce such a measu 


at 
way. We have to deal with the. fae as 
they have been presented to the © 

mittee. I knew that it was the intentio: 
of the Government to appoint a Boa t 


Mr. Corsrr.—The Minister referr 
to-day to, the question of exchange. — 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Yes; and the 
orable member for Wide Bay ( 
Corser) is now endeavouring to prot 
the Minister. It was never ‘publicly : 
nounced, and the Minister knows. tha 
well as I do. i 
Mr. ‘Greenz.—I ade such ae 
ment, but not in this chamber, | 
Mr. CHARLTON.—But 


guided by what we hear. here. 


hers are getting coal from Germany, an 
because of the rate of exchange they ai 
able to land their steel and iron in A 


dnead here. ; 

Mr. Grecory.—The world’s dema 
so great. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Exactly;' te 
that is the position, are we to allow 
to continue to exist until this indust: 


Gaon in Australia? 


Mr. Grzcory.—tI admit there migh 
a higher duty on Continental impo: 
tions. een 


Mr. CHARLTON ok none 


higher duties should be imposed fo: 


tion secure. I speak from memory, and 
‘am subject to correction, but when we 
built the transcontinental railway, and 
were faced with the difficulty of getting 


Maranoa (Mr. James Page) has alluded, 
we had to pay, I think, £8 17s. per ton for 
hem. ‘This industry was then coming 
into | existence. It was only in its in- 
aney. I do not think that the Newcastle 
vorks had then started the manufacture 
f rails. 

og Gregory. iene made a good 


ie Grecory.—No. The pre-war price 
was £8 16s. per ton, at Port Augusta. 
fe Mr. CHARLTON .—What was our pee 


Mr. Grecory.—That was our price. 
Mr. Warr. —That was the Broken Hill 
Company’ cy price for rails, Janded at Port 


Mr. ‘CHARLTON. aDien at that 
ime we were purchasing rails abroad at 
omething like the same price. The 
point I make is that if this industry in 


a price anything like that charged for 
imported rails, it was very greatly to its 
eredit. An increased duty to-day is abso- 
lutely necessary because of the changed 
conditions. The Minister admitted that 
twelve months ago the duty now proposed 
was necessary. 


Mr. Grucory.—He pointed out that 


it hhad no value as a Protective duty at 


that time. 


Mr. Greenn—What I san was that at 
“ihe time the duty was imposed no duty 


was necessary, but what we did was to en- 
-_deavour to forecast, as well as we could, 
future conditions, and to impose a duty | 


that would meet here 


“Mr. 
Pa hicter made that forecast he will ad- 
mit that conditions were altogether dif- 

ferent from what they are to- day. The 
price of coal has gone up considerably. | 
It has been increased to the extent of 4s. 
per ton, and as it takes 3 tons of coal - 
to produce a ton of pig iron, that means 
an inerease foe 128. in the Cort i of Produc 


rails, to which the honorable member for 


its infancy could supply us with rails at 


ae the war? 


CHARLTON.—At the fine the 


now is a beg serious One 


protection of this industry in n Anstralia. mot 101 
— We must, beyond all doubt, make its posi- 


of ie ‘Then a pice 
es dues have Dah bak All thes 


Comapane ma ae different ‘peste 
with regard to.the cost oF a 
: 


necessary to meet future conditions. 
Minister has pointed out that sine 
war, and in the last few months 


these circumstances, ' 
industry continue to exist if some 
tional protection is not afforded t 
It wll be admitted that the Broken - 


Penltne ae ‘ 
ut 


Mr. Grecoky.—It has hese on. a 0 d 
wicket, too, ne 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I admit tha al 
manufacturers have been on a g 
wicket. Can the honorable membe: { 
me any one who was not ona on wick 


were consumers were “note but there 
very few manufacturing industries - 


Mr. | | 
am. 1 am endeavouring to. 
employment for people in “Australia } 
tide them over the difficult times a 
Whether the honorable member can 
or not the. position staring us in the 
No one k 


try is mittee at the present time rh: 
_be repeated here. We may have t 
to some extent in the same way, n¢ 
matter what we can do, but I think 
should do what we can 


orale uae proposes would intensify 
our difficulties. 

- Mr. CHARLTON.—I do not think so. 
_ If we accepted the views expressed by the 
Sehinnnable member, and some other honor- 


wn able members, we would do nothing to 


_ protect this industry. We would allow it 

to collapse, and would send money from 

Australia to keep people in other parts of 

the world at work for lower wages than 

are paid here, whilst our own people 
4 “would be left to walk about in idleness. 

> Mr. Beri.—Of. what use are high 

’ wages if’ we continue to increase the cost 

' of commodities as the honorable member 

proposes that we should do? 

Mr. CHARLTON.—The honorable 

_member does not appear to see the dif- 

_ ference between endeavouring to stabilize 

_ matters, and protect the country from re- 

- ductions i in wages, and the question of the 

cost of commodities. No one took a more 

_ active part than I did in trying to pre- 

. ae vent high prices. Throughout the war, 

oS the period when those in power should 
have grappled with the question, my voice 

was always heard against the continuous 
increase in the cost of living. Now, when 
we should be getting back to normal con- 
ditions, the honorable member is content 
“to allow everything to drift, and he would 
permit the workers who, for years past, 
have been earning less than sufficient. to 
meet the increased’ cost of Age to go 
right down to bed-rock. 
Mr. Brett.—The honorable ierabes is 
_ proposing to increase the cost of living. 
Mr. OHARLTON.—Not at all. I 
believe that the effect of an increase in 
the duty on this item would be to de- 

Le -erease the cost of living. The honorable 

_ member does not, or will not, see that I 
an oe am endeavouring to prevent this industry 
- going down because of competition from 

_ abroad, due to conditions, that we all de- 

plore, existing in other countries at the 
_ present moment. + 
Mr. Warr.—We all want to do that. 

“Mr. CHARLTON.—I am afraid that 
the honorable member for Darwin (Mr. 
— Bell) does not. 

Mr. Warr:—The honomtble member is 
accusing the honorable member for Dar- 
win of being a foreign trader, but he is 
not one. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I am not so sure 
about that. J udging by the honorable 


" member's s Ee ails anh I should say that 


tralban manufactures. 


he favours giving eank: to the cai of 
other countries rather than to Austra 
lians. 

Mr. Bert—The honorable mente 
wishes to attain a certain object, but 1 
going the wrong way about it. 

Mr. Watr.—There is no general senti 
ment in the Committee in favour 0 
foreign manufactures as against Aus- 
The votes that 
have been recorded show that. i 

Mr. CHARLTON. —'I do not know 
that they do. 


Mr. Warr.—This is the most Protect 
tionist House that has ever been seen in, 
Australia. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I am in agreé- 
ment with the honorable member, if he 
says that there is a substantial majority 
here in favour of Protection. ‘ 


Mr. Warr.—That is all I say. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I understood the 
honorable member to suggest that the ~ 
whole of the members of the Committee 
are Protectionists, but we know that ta 
are some who take another view. Be . 
honorable member who preceded me said 
that those engaged ‘in this industry are - . 
not able to supply the requirements of — 
Australia. I do not know whether, at 
the moment, they are or are not; but i do 
know that they are making every en 
deavour to do so. They are at they 
present time extending their works. 


Mr. Greenz.—A new blast furnace is. 
being erected which will have a capacliy 
of 500 tons a day. ae 


Mr. CHARLTON.—That is so, and 
the company is laying down additional 
machinery plant. A large number of 
men were employed in connexion with the 
extension of the works and plant, but 
can inform honorable members that a few 
weeks ago, when I was at the works, 
numbers of men who had been employed 
on the extensions were being paid off b 
cause of the uncertainty of the position 
of the company. They realized that they 
would not be justified in expending. more 


market here. What I am anxious aboult 
is that they should be placed in a position 
to hold the market. If we have to pay 
a few shillings more per ton for steel 


han it ae he same time we are. > finding 

employment for our own people. — oy. 
Mr. Hirr:—No one grudges paying a 

few shillings extra, but an increase of a 


few oe is a horse of a different 


r, CHARLTON.—I do not know 
t there is such a difference. The price 


£13. a ton, ail it is very little less in 
Great Britain. These high prices have 
been occasioned by the war, and are 
operating everywhere. Prices will 
gradually fall here, as elsewhere, when we 
settle down. We shall never get back 
entirely to pre-war conditions, and I am 
one of those who hope that we never will. 
ce hope | that we shall not get down to bed- 
rock, as we did before the war. I think 
that it is in the best interests of the 
people as a whole that prices should be 
Biny high, so long as they are not ex- 
orbitant, if wages are also high. Under, 
those conditions, the people will be more 
contented, and we shall have a better race 
as the result. The whole question is 
whether, in Australia, we should be self- 
contained, Without this industry we 
- cannot be self-contained. If we did not 
have the steel and iron industry firmly 
established, everything else would go by 
the board. What would happen to us in 
time of war if we did not have this in- 
dustry established in Australia? I do 
not wish to see any more wars, but they — 
may come in spite of us, and, if they do, 
and this industry ‘is not in existence here, 
what will happen to us? Where should 
we have been three or four years ago if 
we had not established this industry ? 
Have we nothing to learn from the his- 
tory of the last few years? The lesson. 
we should have learned is that we must be 
self-contained. No. greater lesson was 
ever taught the people of Australia and 
their representative men. We should 
have been helpless during the war if it 
oe not been for our steel and iron, in- 


‘edn oes iulesengy do not seem to have 
Aearat the lesson. 
Mr. Warr.—The statesmen we Sasa 
have learned the lesson. | 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I hope that the 


A 


a) 


’ 


| “possible” should 
4 “prevent war in the future. Bu 

to deal with things as they a. 

must make sure that we are giving 
protection to this industry. The 

ter for Trade and Customs desires | 
the duty should be left-as proposed. _ 
not know what actuates him i in that d 

-I do not know whether he is trying 
please the Corner party or not, ae ie 


that he is not prepared to consider 
crease of the: duty on this item, hon 
members who have been opposing th 
Tariff have gue disepey f | 
pom 


apes in the Corner. 


we Mr. Hee 


pared to move an Coeraaeee fort a. 
duty, so that the honorable mem 


go ahead. i 
CHARLTON.—1 be 


oe 


Mr, 


out the ea of conten of Fa: 
tions in this industry. To allow a blas 


ture of a lot of money. If those enga 
in this industry cannot secure sufi 
orders in Australia to keep their fur 
going comme yy, their enterprise x 

a failure. 


sufficient ouier to keep ee one ge 
could not make his enterprise — 
view of the eapital invested _ in 
It would be impossible on the boy: | 
had been put into it. 


Mr. Grernn.—The cone | 
continuity. 


. Mr, CHARLTON, -= Exactly; 
must be working all the time. — 

the late shipping trouble the ¢ 
was compelled to let the furna 
down, and very heavy expense W 
volved in getting them going once m 
The founders of this industry were ] 
believe that if they laid down a pf 
. they would be able to Keep nee fur 


provide them with a tome otl ae 
Me, Comin on nick 


atesmen, not only of Australia, ee: 
On throughout ¢ the world, have. learned that | 


the bread-and-butter side. 


- ployed under reasonable conditions. 


does not occur: 


porting the proposed increase. 


Tarif. 


but the honorable member is dealing with 
the steel side of the question. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I am dealing with 
There are 
probably 20,000 people directly and in- 


directly engaged in this industry. 


Mr. 
workers. 

Mr. CHARLTON. —We must see that 
they are kept in employment, and em- 
We 


shall have trouble if we allow iron and 


Gremnze. — More than 20,000 


steel from Belgium to be dumped into 


Australia, and so deprive our own indus- 
try of its market. Some time ago a-com- 
pany was formed to carry on coal-mining 


' operations in the vicinity of Sydney har- 


bor. After boring through shale to a 


- great depth eoal was reached; but the 


company found it impossible to "make the 
proposition pay. It spent over £1,000,000 
and, after all, had to close down. These steel 
works might have a like experience. Un- 
less the shareholders can get a fair return 
for their money they will have to close 
down, and their huge plant may be 
scrapped. It is our duty to see that that 
We are not anxious to 
increase the cost of iron and steel to the 
general public, and if, as the result of 
increased ‘duties, the prices are raised, it 
will be to only an infinitesimal extent. 
Increased duties will be the means of 
keeping out cheap foreign material. - If, 
as the Minister has said, the rate of ex- 
change i is sach as to assist. very materially 
the importers of steel, what hope can we 
have of the continuance of these works 


i unless we afford them adequate protec- 
tion? 


The Minister has said that he in- 
tends to introduce a measure dealing with 


that phase of the question; but we do.not 


know that it will prove satisfactory. We 
do know, however, that we, can to-day 


- adequately protect this great industry. I 
- am-sure that the majority of honorable 
increased 


members are favorable to 
duties. and that the Minister would con- 
sult the wishes of the Committee by sup- 
If it were 
feund desirable later on to vary the rates, 
it would be within the power of the Minis- 
ter to do so.. This industry’s chief compe- 
tition comes not from within the British 


bom Empire, but from outside. Why should 


\ °y 
f ; , 


‘ 4 Ae ie ? ae 
es i 3 pa 


[2 Jonz, 1921. Tariff. 
Mr. CHARLTON. _That isthe other we give employment to a lot ie: i 
side. Germans? The coal that is being 
Mr. Warr.—That is the silver side; used in the Belgian ironworks to- day 


is coming from Germany, where it is 


eut at a.much lower rate than that 
and © it: ime 
being used in the manufacture of steel — 
and iron that will compete with our own 
products unless we provide for adequate — 
I hope that the Minister has 
not finally made up his mind to refrain ~ 


prevailing in Australia, 


protection. 


from supporting an increase, and that 


the whole question will be thoroughly — 
We know what the closing” 


threshed out. 
down of this industry would mean. 
Mr. Consiprnz.—But the 


hononilen | 


member does not believe that it 18 gong 


to close down 2 


Mr. 
whether or not it will close down. 


CHARLTON.—I lt not ae : 


Mr. Constp1tnz.—The honorable mem- 
ber has a shrewd idea that it will go on, ~ 


Mr. CHARLTON.—1I intend to do all 


= 


that I can to keep those. engaged in the 


industry at work. 


Mr. Consiprne.— Yes; 
working they will not be thinking. 


while they are | 


* Mr. CHARLTON.— At all events, T do ° 
not want to see people walking our streets” 
in idleness and in a state of semi-starva-. 
tion because of lack of legislation on our 


part to protect Australian industries. 
Our conditions of labour are in advance 


of those of Belgium and other Kuropean 


countries, and [ want them to be main- 


tained. This is a key industry, and we: 


have to stabilize it. 
subsidiary industries is that of nail-mak- 


Among its many 


ing; but that industry in New South 


Wales at the present time is closed down. 


The men tell me that they will not be’ 


able to resume operations unless the Tariff 
is increased. They have been out of work 


present dumping continues. 


fora couple of months, and they say that ~ 
it is impossible to carry on while the | 
If we take: 


a sane view of this question, we shall pro-- 
vide for full protection for all our indus-_ 


tries. 
this subject careful thought. . 
word that the Minister uttered was really 


I ask honorable members to give 
Every. 


in favour of an increase of these duties. . 
He did not say a word in favour of re- 
taining the present rates,or of reducing 


them. 


he 


He stressed the point that this. 
was a key industry, and that it shea be 


man credit for the way in which he is 
handling the Tariff schedule, and also 
for the speech made by him on this ques- 
tion; but, in view of his utterances, I find 
it difficult to understand why he is not 
prepared to move for increased duties. 
The honorable member for Corangamite 
(Mr. Gibson) has said that there are 
6,500. tons of steel now on the water 
for Australia, and that if these duties be 
_ increased ‘that shipment will have to pay 
the increased rates. No doubt, the 1m- 
: porters would regard that as a hardship, 
but it is a by no,means uncommon occur- 
rence. I regret to hear that there is so 
much coming in. It is only within the 
last two or three weeks that wages in 
European countries have fallen, and if 
already large quantities of steel are on 
the way to Australia, we may be sure that, 
‘unless we raise the Tariff, other big ship- 
ments will follow. Why should we in- 
port material that we can manufacture 
for ourselves? We shall be able to mor 

than meet our requirements, so far as 
steel is concerned, when the additional 
furnace to which the Minister has re- 
ferred is set going. The fact that there 


is certain steel on the water is no justi- 


_ fication for refusing the proposed in- 
- erease in the duties. Reference has been 
made to what is termed the “ natural 
protection”; but what is that? It is 
, true that bhi is a good deal of water 
- earriage, and that freight has to be paid; 
ut I can remember the time when steel 
| products were brought out here as bal- 
last. 


ON 


Grepne.—There is no natural 


< protection. | 
Mr. CHARLTON.—I venture to aay 
there’ is not. 

Mr. Greenzr.—“The boot is on the 


Ns foot. ” 
; - CHARLTON.—I ae: so, too. 


: coe have been coming down. very 
fast. Prior to the war, I have known 
iron and steel brought out for about £1 
a ton; and, as I say, in some cases as 
ballast, the exporters being glad to get 
some return for this ballast, and take 
_ back coal and other commodities. We 
have to look at our position here. We 


turers in, say, New South Wales, have to 


protected. i give. the ‘anaes gentle- th 


danger and possibility of 
pended, 


have a huge coast line, and manufac- 
i of iron 1 and steel. 
supply orders in ‘Western Australia BE ‘this Hous 


‘ites Me as eee 3 ithe fro 
countries. ‘Thus we see what i is aes va 


industry depends ne on what we 
in this Parliament. If I were certain 
that the present duties were adequat ‘A 


tion, but I feel that they are 
adequate. Changes are taking ole e 
throughout the world which must inevit 


we should be prepared, as far as Bet e, 
to meet the situation. th. 
of war is already reflected in the 
employment in all the States, — 
the position must be intensified unl 
we do something by way of Lie, ie 
tion. The proper course is to provi 
as much employment as possible, a 
see that wages are not permitted to r 
down on a sliding scale. Once wag 
begin to drop to ae considerable exten 


and. the position becomes are: 
a time when we should do our best 1 in 


works are pty here, but en is tl 
geese 
ahead; and onice operations are sus- 
it will be extremely diffi 
cult, if not impossible, to fr in 
them. I remember, a few years ago, 
oil works being established near 

Hamilton, the operations of which | were 


tiful machinery there can be seen Tu! 
away. If the wheels of the steel a 


ne her so. The first see is” 
the key ca | Sa mah of cours 


10t hope to escape; ho it is cos 
that we should absolutely refuse to do 
e fair thing by this industry. This will 
“mean either the industry “going to the 
wall,” or a big inroad on wages. So far 

_ as I can learn, this industry affords very 
atisfactory texas to the employees; I 
have heard very few complaints in this re- 
‘§ ae and there seems a an idea that 
eee, 


done by ite companies: which so feat 
heir employees. I hold no brief for any 
company, but regard the question | from 
he national point - view. What is the 


do not provide avenues of a 
ae in the case of the o ey industry, we re- 


t to live and grow as it should? I agree 
ith the Minister’s statement that in 
America the high duties which. prevailed 
for many years have been lowered, and 
hat it is possfble that we here may, 
fter a period, be able to reduce the 
duties considerably. We must not forget 
hat this industry is in its infancy, and 
quires the parental care and control of 


this Parliament; and that, unless we rise > 


the occasion, we may strangle the 
fant. I venture to say that when the 
industry is thoroughly established it will 
produce material as cheaply as in the Old 
: ountry, 
world. We ought not to be told that we 
must come down to the level of manu- 
eturers abroad who get labour at half 
he price paid in Australia. This matter 
s too important for any game of “ ducks 
id drakes.” Personally, I do not pro- 

e to allow these items to go through 
out their being thoroughly threshed 

: ae err | item is the main 


ee the 


d, his speech _ 


to- sy showed that, nal het is convi 
that the aa ee a be increase 


or in most countries of the: 


fy 


Mr, BELL (Darwin) [8. # —The : 
orable member for Newcastle | ai 
Watkins), who has moved to increas 
the duties on pig iron, and the honorable 
member for Hunter (Mr. Charlton), 
eloquently supported him, have prot 
vigorously against the Ministers refusal 
to accept the amendment. These honor. 
able members naturally wish to benefi n 
industry which is carried on. largely 
within, or near to, their electorate, and 
have no quarrel. with them oat 
ground; but it is for. other hon 
members to seé that a bigger meas 
protection than is needed is not. giver 
this industry, because that might increa 
the cost of the iron and steel whi 
produces, and which is their raw 
terial. It was contended that the 


ae froth that I entirely dissont! : 
Minister (Mr. Greene) is to be. congra 


conversant cae his subject, fee 
viewed it in oe manner that was: to 


whose duty it was to see that ee m= 
portant industry was adequately pro 
tected without harm being done to 


pendent | industries. Eades 


unwilling to support Australian i: 
tries. I do not suppose that he me 
what he said on the spur of the mo 
because an instant’s reflection would. 
caused him to remember that my 

on items already dealt with prove. m; 


all necessary protection. At the ; 
time, I contend that one industry s] 
not be protected unduly, and at th 


) ing ae Rintieery. There are indus- 
Ari jes other than the iron) and steel in- 
‘dustry whose existence is very important 
o the welfare of Australia. 


ef the industries dependent on the iron 


‘going? 
MrJ: BELL.—The honorable member 
Las: asked that question. several times. I 


protection to keep it going continuously. 


+ were proved that without an increase 
f duties this industry would be wiped 
ut. 
Mr. 
until it was wiped out. 

Mr. BELL, —No. There is no evidence 
that it is likely to be wiped out. Those 
who support the increase have drawn at- 
tention to the change of conditions in 
‘other countries since the Tariff, was in- 
troduced. The Minister has told us that 
when the Tariff was first brought down 
the iron and steel industry needed no 
great measure of protection, and that 
he has since taken into consideration the 
ehanges in wages and in the prices of 
eommodities in other countries, and 
‘other matters which invited attention. 
‘That he has done so is proved by the 
Knowledge of the industry that he has dis- 
played; “and if he is now satisfied with | 


illing to accept them. The Tariff is to 
operate, not for a year only, but, we hope, 
a for an indefinite period. Certainly we 


_ Tariff proposals every session. Other in- 
i dustries, such as mining and agriculture, 


are as important to Australia as is the 


ron and steel industry. 

Mr. Cxartron.—During the war there 
ated have been no mining industry had 
‘not our steel works been in existence. 

_ My, BELL. —It is likely that very soor. 
some of our largest mines will have to 
- close if honorable members persist in op- 
- posing the reduction of their working ex- 
penses. A few days ago, the very mem- 
bers who are now asking for increased 
Trdetion for the iron and steel industry _ 


companies which, they said, had made © 
nas “Dee during the: ‘war, were gk able — 


Mr. ‘Canton. What would become. 


nd steel industry if it were not kept 


am willing to give the industry sufficient : 


To one would oppose the amendment if 


James Paan. a aY Off would wait: 


uw 


‘the duties contained in the schedule Iam | 


should not like to have to consider new 


: machinery, you should be a a 


: were complaining because certain mining 


‘to. earry” ‘ion because 
value of. metals.” | 
Mr. . 
should ie ee ps ing of ic hae | 
the decisions of the 5 a ae Cou t 


to work at apes wages?) ee 
Mr. Cuarzrron.—Nothing of the k 
Mr. BELL.—These honorable mem 
wish to give the iron and steel indu 
more protection in order that it may @€ 
tinue to make huge profits, as it did dt 
ing the war; and this must be to the pre- 
judice of the community generally. But 
as the Tariff discussion has now extended 
over several weeks, inconsistency ..0 the 
part of i ay is not surprising. a 


mining and cae primary ee es 
now being carried on at®a loss. A 


eile like those Me in thes 
dustry for ‘which series members _ 


sent the persons aaa in it. 

Mr. Crarrron.—Would you thin 
good thing for your constitu nts t! 
their wages should be reduced? | 
Mr. BELL.—Of soliag not. , 


is hates ia no ad | 

Mr. Hirn.— Any seca ote in 
have now to be content with the ha. 

Mr. BELL.—TI shall not support 
posal the effect of which must be t 
one industry to make large profits 
expense of other dependent ind 
Those ise! etvocate the imerease 


get very little renee | 
Mr. Cuariron.—lf you dean 


Mr. BELL—Members of ¢ 
party have been derided Deemnse t 
to sae oar a 


resent an. agricultura 
“as much entitled. to fight for’ the: in- 
crests of its | al ae ig, as are the 


fl i sone the Minister’ $ ‘meaning abt) 
eis not going to agree to the increase 
roposed by the honorable member for 
lewcastle, and so ably supported by 
the honorable member for Hunter. 
nm my opinion, the proposed  in- 
is preposterous, “but IT can 

‘quite understand that, after certain 
‘proposed — and carried . 
aig the earlier part of the considera- 
tion of the Tarif, some manufacturing 
nterests in the Commonwealth came to 
e conclusion that they had only to ask 

in order to receive. I have no doubt pad 
hen the debate on the Tarifi began, the 
nanufacturers concerned in the iron and 
sel industries in particular were per- 


fectly satisfied with the Minister’s pro- 


sals. There is no evidence to show that 

ey are not satisfied -to-day, and 1 
ould have been indeed surprised if the 
Minister had acquiesced in the proposal 
to increase the duties by 50 per cent. I 
ue ad not intended to speak, but after 
i stening attentively to some of the 
_ speeches on the item, I felt that I could 
ot allow it to pass without entering my 
rotest. against the attitude taken up, and 
he lack of consideration shown, by some 
norable members as to the effects of 
heir proposal cn other industries. I am 


to support a measure of protection — 


that is, in my judgment, sufficient to 
| ae ee ae to grow ae In 


€ Sr aastity i in earn In all aie 
yposals, we must consider the effect of 

ty high, or, as some honorable members 

78 suggested, prohibitive duties on sub- 

_ sidiary industries. That aspect has not 
_ been realized by those who propose to in- 
Had the Minister 
greed. to ea increase, I should certainly 
have oa a eee but I am ok to 


i ap Rue a 
aioe of oe 


aa (aati nob aot either an "ime 


ora decrease of it. 


Mr. RILEY (South Sedhoy [s. 19] — 
This is one of the key industries of ¢ 
whole Commonwealth. “It has bee 
tablished in Australia fo a numbe 
years by pioneers, who have risked t] 
capital, and brought the best brains ¢ 
could possibly command to the task 
establishing it. So far they have 
going on: under very moderate protectio 
and have been able to supply. the mark 
of the Commonwealth with an article 
we all desire. The praise of the w 
community was Javished upon them ¢ 
ing the war for the noble way in w 
they stepped in to supply steel rails, e 
to the British Government. They a 
supplied cur ewn requirements, an 
our manufacturers going. If this ; 
be a country of any importance, we must ~ 
have industries of this kind established 
here. No country in the civilized w 


has made any progress unless a large | 
of its pore: has been pias ai ee 


Pupairolients If we are to take cc 
place among the nations, we must. 
this as our base industry. We are 


starting to develop this industry, but al-— 


ready one company alone has spent near] 
£5,000,000 in placing at Newcastle one 
the best plants that can be found in 


perky 


in pseiton now with the foreign 
article. ayes 

Mr. Consipine.—They are great ; 
ag anes ! 


health. Their ae is AG male mon 
the same as other people, both - 
in other aol a the won 


ae plodding ae td ae clones 
and to-day, like the Broken Hill 
pany, he finds himself at the mercy of 
Belgians, who are prepared tio dum 
and steel in here at very reduced 
This is not a question of Protectio 
Free Trade so far as I am concerne 

is a matter of preserving an indus 
Lie a Sear! been hae: 


‘dustry. We shall be treading on very 
angerous ground if we do not see that 
his: industry is given the fullest possible 
protection, The Minister is ‘eavilling 
ver an increase of £1 per ton in the duty, 
or that is all that the honorable member 
or Neweastle’s amendment means. The 
honorable member for Darwin (Mr, Bell) 
‘said that an increase of £1 per ton on this 
aw material means an increase in all the 
- other commodities. It does; but if an in- 
- erease of £1 per ton is put on the raw 
aterial, and in consequence another £1 


: ‘iron, it does not take'a ton of iron to cover 


on a cottage or house that is being built 
is a mere nothing compared with the 
et: industry that the extra duty will 
support and maintain. The same thing 
applies to agricultural] machinery. Most 
of those machines do not weigh very 
much, because the whole object. of the 
manufacturer is to make them as light 
as possible to handle and work. 

var.” Hirt. —The duty is £50 on a single 
machine, 

Mr. RILEY—1T am speaking only of 
the increase in the duty as proposed by 
the honorable member for Newcastle. It 
has been argued that if the Minister 
accepted the amendment it would add to 
the cost of machinery. I do not suppose 
it would add 10s. to the cost of a plough 
or a reaper and binder. I hope honor- 


argument will look at the matter in a 
practical way. An increase in the duty 
to protect this large industry is certainly 
- going to increase the price of other things, 
but that argument can be urged against 
every duty that we impose. Recently the 
honorable member for Tilley (Mr. Mac- 
Ce appealed for an increased duty on 
bananas, and an increase was granted, 
with the result that to-day there is ar 
increase of 6s, in the price of bananas. 
The honorable member knew, and we ald 
knew, that that would be the effect, but 
we ‘knew also that the increased duty was 


- going to preserve an important industry. 


‘I hope the honorable member who wa 
treated so generously about bananas 


+ 
Cada | 


are. igoned inthe branch doe paes that : 
have sprung from the iron and steel in- 


Vay ton is put on the price of ee 


an ordinary house, and even an extra £1_ 


not carry on against the competition 


able members who have put forward that - 


these conditions I want to see the ind 


ee look with a friendly eye BPo 
‘this ay, and eke Mo weep a it in. 


ho to he other — wd 1e 
advantage that has accrued to all : 

and to the labour employed in th 
through the establishment of the iron 
stee] industry in the Commonwe 
The Broken Hill Company are prepared 
to make the material for every i‘on 

steel bridge that needs to be constru 
in the Commonwealth, They are mak: 
that material in this country; they 
ploy labour here; and the whole Oc 

monwealth ol They can make her 
all the steel rails that used to be 


ee ane permanency to the pe a : 
who have put their money into 
industry. They say that they e 


which they are called upon to meet. 
The Minister says he is prepared to bring | 
in a Bill to prevent dumping, because, as 
he admits, no matter what duties are i 
posed, the Tariff alone will not keep 

industry going. There is a good dea 
truth in that contention, and therefc 

we want the AntiDumping. Bill as we 
as the Tariff. 


Mr. Greenr.—We must hinge es, 


Mr. RILEY.—We must have it 1 
industry is to exist at all. 


Mr. Consipi1nr. ay the ‘Minister 
not propose to bring in a Bill to stop | 
dumping of labour in this country. 


. Mr. RILEY.—No; he is leaving 
to the honorable member. I shall 
port the increased duties, because 
company has been paying decent 
so far as it possibly could, accordi 
the awards of the Arbitration. C 
There have been very few disputes a 
the employees in the district, and 


protected. I shall not only vote f 
increased duties, but I oud aly 


Mr, “FOLEY. 
While at all times aaa 40 see Cane. 


iy tries opened up and developed in Aus-— 


tralia, as I said when speaking on the first 

yo atema, I fail to see how: an abnormally 
ne ee Tariff will bring about the results 
_ that those who advocate it expect. The 
honorable member for Newcastle (Mr. 
- Watkins) and those who support him 
have put forward arguments to show 
that a still higher Tariff than the 
- Minister (Mr. Greene) has proposed is 
- warranted. In my opinion, such a Tariff 
‘is not warranted, as I propose to prove 
by using the very arguments that those 
ue vs who advocate increased duties have used. 
: mere of all; the honorable member for 
_ Maranoa (Mr. James Page) said he did 
not care a hang what it cost so long as it 
was an Australian industry. Looking 
round the chamber when the honorable 
_ member used those words, I saw a smile 
on the faces of two sentlemen who have 
a taken a very keen interest in this debate 

right through. 


ment which is different from the one they 
use outside this chamber, and certainly 
_ different from the one which honorable 
members will use when they go outside. 
As an Australian desiring to see Aus- 
tralian industries prosper, I would not 
support a Tariff that meant “any price 
being paid so long as it is paid in Aus- 
tralia.” The honorable member for 
South Sydney (Mr. Riley), in support- 
ne ing the amendment of the honorable mem- 
ber for Newcastle, said that he wanted to 
see industries spring up in Australia, 
and asserted that iron and steel was the 
key industry of the whole position. I 
_ admit that it is the key industry. The 


ee honorable member said that it meant very ‘ 
Rg SP 


little to the man who was building a 
house if an extra £1 per ton was added to 
the cost of the corrugated iron that 
he needed for roofing purposes. I 
‘submit that it matters a great deal 
to him. The honorable member also 


on the small weight of a machine. 
_ Honorable members opposite who are 
' supporting the amendment to increase 
the duty are always saying that their 

| iC heaata go out to the workng men of 


‘iron. 


‘schedule, 1 intend to support the Min- 


If they subscribe to that | 
" doctrine, they are supporting an argu-— 


; this MEHR and we me oe been told 


ney (Mr. Riley) that the extra duty will 
not represent a very great déal of addi 
tional expenditure for galvanized roofing 
If it: will not mean very much, th 
company should be as well able to stan 
it as the man who may require galvanize 
iron roofing for his house. JI shall make 
it my duty to examine these items, and 
consider how they will affect the indu 
tries of Australia, and although I ma 
vote to remove some of the duties in the 


ister in regard to the item now under 
discussion. The manufacturers in my 
State can get cheaper pig iron from Great 
Britain, not to mention foreign countries, 
than from the Broken Hill Company’s 
Neweastle works, or from Lithgow. 

Mr. Watkins. tee will the honor- 
able member vote on the proposed duties 
for manufactured articles, then? , 

Mr) FOLEY.1 will disclose my posi- 
tion when those items are under con- 
sideration. Freights between Newcastle 
and Fremantle are as high, if not higher, 
than between Great Britain and Fre- 
mantle, and it is as well that honorable 
members who are supporting the amend- 
ment should bear in mind the fact that: 
there are other States in the Federation 
besides New South Wales and Victoria, 
In Western Australia there are manufac- 
turing works under State and private con- 
trol, and if we increase the duty on the 
Taw material in this way they will be 
obliged to charge higher prices for: their 
productions. If we increase the Tariff 
three hundredfold, we shall not be able 
to prevent dumping, or to do anya in 
the way of exchange. 

Mr. Jacxson.—Then why worry shout 
the duty ? ‘ 

Mr FOLEY): Why should we in 
crease the duty when it will not bi 
dumping ? 3 

Mr. Jackson.—That is where we do 


not agree, 
Mr. CwHaruitron.—If the honorable 
member’s argument is sound, the out. 


look for Australian industries 
bad. Ni 

Mr. FOLEY.—Nothing of the sort 
A few years ago the general manager of 
the Broken Hill Proprietary Company, 
Mr. Delprat, said that the company — 
did not want protection for the steel 
works, but last year he asked for Tari 
protection, and when this schedule was 
prepared he eee ag oy ree, 


is. very 


‘Ibi is ae Zaine the tee few: eel hak 
__ honorable members in this Chamber have 
made representations for additional duty 
i on the ground that conditions have al- 
tered. All I can say is that if the posi- 
tion is going to alter, in this way, we 
; ‘shall not know where we are. 
If I thought for a moment that the indus-, 
try could not be continued without addi- 
_ tional protection, I would be prepared to 
vote for a higher duty; but I am convinced 
that it can exist without this extra assist-: 
ance, and that the company will be able 
to produce iron and steel at a rate that 
will enable the manufacturers of Australia 
ads turn out machinery at a fair and rea- 
‘sonable price. 
_ Sir ROBERT BEST eoeyane)) 
iB 40].—I have at all times been guided 
by what I regard as the experience of the 
: “world. ‘I am convinced that strong local 
‘industries are the surest guarantee for 
reasonable prices, because of the competi- 
_ tion as between them and the importers. 
The latter are thus debarred from ex- 
- ploitation, 
established. 


This is the experience of 


Australia, and, indeed, it is the experi- 


u vence of the world. ‘n this case we are 
anxious to make certain that the iron and 
_ steel] industry is going to have ample 


- room for expansion. Honorable members’ 


have pointed out that at one stage it was 

thought the industry could do without 
c protection. 
tion; ‘but experience has demonstrated 
that it could not be realized because of 
_ the dumping process and this competi- 
tion from abroad. The fact that there 

has-been expended in the industry 
something like £5,000,00Q is a very 

sound guarantee of the bona fides and en- 
terprise of those engaged in it. If I 
thought that the industry would be get- 
_ ting too much of its own way, and become 
a monopoly, extracting thuge profits from 
the pockets of the people, T would be one 
of the first to endeavour to cheok its. 
_ Operations in the interests of the con- 
“sumers; but my first consideration is to 
_ have the industry so firmly established’ 
as to insure its expansion to the fullest 
extent. Therefore, when it has been de- 
Peeapiraied by firures from a. reliable 


ully: challenged, that the industry does 


he. dey which was 


have a right, 


and internal competition is_ 


industry of “America, which is co 


That was a splendid aspira- . 


‘Second, within a period of five 
after the imposition.of that Prote 
imports fell away to nothing, ar 
home industries vastly 


Infinitely less than ee ka 


“propositions cannot be successful 
puted. 


Dae. 
source, and facts which cannot-be success-.,, é 


‘require further help, and when I realize i 
Ey offered ito 1 it in 


ing in. the 


real price of the article will be ae 
of landing a similar product f 
abroad, plus the Re thus Ares 


impost a 
om 


of ihe ea Oe ae) a. Protective) oS 
Enrthernioas the experience of Am 


ducts have been | more than twice 
proposed here, has demonstrated bey 
doubt that the imposition of a du 


also the oa of the ge 
duced. F 


I want to ‘establish four potntaaal 
I shall prove. First, the iron and 


in its proportions, and of vital 
portance to that country, could 
have been established but for the 
Protective wall which was raised 
with, the object’ of its. establis 


increased 
were able to supply practical 
local requirements. Third, the 
charged by the home industry 


prevailed previously. 
of the Tariff was ta ad 
prices throughout the world. Thes : 


T have the ae of be 


in ies Tariff ore a, sf 
ie ey Wh America, ha 


x ‘ 


“Aa 


~ } i 
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States of America produced 34,100 tons 
f steel rails, and imported 506 500 tons. 
he cost of her own rails was £19 Qs. 1d. 

per ton. The cost of the imported rails 

was £12 0s. 5d. per ton. America paid 
on all the rails she used of her own manu- 
facture £7 1s. 8d. per ton in excess of 
the price charged by the United King- 
dom, and 6 and 7 dollars in excess of the 
duty of 28 dollars (£5 16s. 8d.) which 


she imposed under the Morrill Tariff. In 


'.. established many valuable 


duction of steel rails to 


1876, after five years’ experience of that 
duty of 28 dollars, during which she 
local in- 
increased her pro- 
368,300 tons, 
and had reduced her imports to below 
1,000 tons, having in that short period ge- 
duced her own cost per ton to £11 1s. 3d., 
namely, 19s. 2d. less than she was paying 
the United Kingdom in 1871. The 
_ United Kingdom in this period had re- 
~ duced her price to £7 17s. td., or 
£3 4s, 2d. below the American cost. The 
Americans’ continued their 18 dollars 
(48 15s.) per: ton duty to July, 1883, 
when it was reduced to 17 dollars 
(£3 10s. 10d.), where it remaified till 
1890, when a further reduction to 13.44 
dollars’ (£2 16s.) per ton to 1894 took 
place. Our British pfeferential duty is 
35s. and 45s. respectively, and interme- 
diate 60s. and 70s. respectively, on rails 
50 lbs. and over and rails 50 lbs. and 
under, as against a United, States of 
America Tariff of 75s. for a. nine-year 
period. The table of American produc- 


dustries, she had 


_ tion of steel rails, if followed through to 


the year 1897, discloses the astounding 
fact that America, for the first time in 
her history, produced rails for £4 1s. 8d. 
per ton, or 5s. 10d. per ton less than the 
‘United Kingdom cost. The next year it 
went still lower, and from 1899 to 1908— 
a ten-year period—a ton of steel rails 
eost £5 16s. 8d. 


Mr. Jowxrr Does the honorable 


member imagine that the Tariff had any- 


thing to do with that result? 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—It had every- 
thing to do with it. It was the result of 


* the operation of the Tariff. I challenge 


the honorable member to successfully 
refute these facts. 


Mr. Jowrrr.—The facts are all riaht, 
but the inferences are al] wrong. 
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Sir ROBEST BEST.—As the result of © 
the operation of the Tariff in America 
that country was able to produce steel — 
rails at a cost of £5 16s. 8d.:per ton; 
and within five years after the imposition — 
of the duties was able to supply her own 
market, and cause prices to be materially 
reduced elsewhere. 

Mr. Jowzrr.—During that same period — 
there was an enormous reduction in costs 
throughout the world. It all took place” 
without the operation of the Tariff. | 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—The honorable — 
member’s interjection is by no means rele- 
vant. I have already shown that, where- 
as America previously imported 500, 000 | 
tons of rails, she was in a position after. : 
five years of the operation of the Tariff, 
and through the establishment of her 
local industries, to completely supply her — 
own market at a vastly lower figure. than: 
previously. Furthermore, the establish- 
ment of this industry in America created 
such a competition that the outcome was — 
a general world-wide reduction in the cost 
of steel rails. 

Mr. Jowxrr.—The Tariff had nothing _ 
whatever to do with that. It was due to — 
a general fall in prices. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—It was unques: 
tionably mainly, if not wholly, due to the ~ 
operation of a Pro-ective Tariff, as has 
been conclusively demonstrated. 

Mr. Jowrerr.—It has never been ‘de- - 
monstrated. It has been said for years, 
but it is the silhest old story in the world, 
and is the laughing-stock of any one who 
has investigated it. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—With great re- 
spect to my honorable friend, I preter to 
accept Mr. Taussig as an authority in pre- 
ference to the honorable member. ' 

Mr. Jowerr.—Mr. Taussig’s facts are 
all right, but the honorable member’s in- 
ferences from them are all wrong. Ay 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—Mr. Taussig’s 
facts are as 1 have stated them. It les 
with my honorable friend to attempt to - 
refute them ; his own ipse dixit is not con- 
vincing. ; : 

Mr. Jowxrrr.—I have already said hab : 
the cause of the reduction in prices was 
the. general downfall of prices event | 
where. at 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—TI am very glad A 
to see that my relation of these facts has — 
aroused resentment. My friends do not 


like ee 
tified in being guided by the experiences 

of America, and I am prepared to say 
that if we do So we shall attain the same 
| xesults. 


lish this important key industry in Aus- 
tralia for the general welfare of the com- 
“munity, There has been a great deal of 
talk in regard to monopolies. Our first 
duty is to establish the industry here, and 
if later on it is found that monopolies are 
_ereated, or that the manufacturers are 
taking “undue advantage of any duty, I 
hope a Board of experts will be appointed 
to watch the effect of the operation of the 
Tariff, and so adjust duties that there 
will be competition from abroad if it is 
necessary to guarantee the full and com- 
plete protection of the consumer. De- 
spite the strongly pronounced feeling in 
this Committee in favour of an increased 
“duty on this item, the Minister (Mr. 
Greene) is not convinced that the indus- 
try requires it, and, of course, we must 
accept the result of his investigations 
with a great deal of respect; but from 
the assurances given in every direction, it 
is clear that some further euarantee is 


hope will protect them in this industry. 
In those circumstances, if the Minister 


full increase suggested by the honorable 

_ member for Newcastle (Mr. Watkins), he 

“should at least consent to some additional 

‘ duty i in view of the increased cost of pro- 
on in Australia. 


honorable member. for Kooyong 
Robert Best) based his argument upon 
ayeong assumptions. In the first place, he 
ascribed the development of the steel and 
iron industry in the United States of 
eanics to the 


the Tariff. Those who know anything 


about the industry are aware that both 
‘the Broken Hill works and the foundry of 


- Hoskins and Company were started with- 
out any fiscal protection. 


ie Bir Rozsert Bust.—But they had pro- 
hibition throughout the war. 


Loe before the war, but during the 


I claim that Australia is jus 


We have to realize that we must estate aN 


steel industry, said— 


required by the Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company and other companies which I - 


"cannot see his way clear to agree to the 


_production, together with reasonable prof 


And he went on to quote Adam Smi 


assistance given by . having said that grapes can be STO 


Mr. GREGORY.—The industry was 


r, and since, they were fed on such 
the form of high profits, 


they get Gon the "Commonwealth 
form of es a 


in the community bears his share_ 
burden. The enormous development 
the iron and steel ate in Amer 


remarkable increase in Ls 
answer the honorable member for 
yong by quoting the same author as he 
quoted. ‘Taussig, writing in 1909 on tk 
subject of Protection in relation to 


The Tariff was felt to need overhauling 
cause it was believed, rightly or wrongl 
promote combinations, or, at all events, t na 
crease the profits in great protected indus- = 
tries. The huge fortunes acquired in 
protected industries, the Carnegie fortune 
conspicuously of all, brought feeling aga 
monopolies and trusts to bear against the 
duties, As has already been said, ee) 


But it has been intensified |: in some casi 
Protection, and the profits of some. trusts 
been greatly swelled, The two things—t 
and Tariff—are much associated in the p 
mind, and hostilitysto the combinations 
bred hostility to extreme Protection. He 
the Republican party, in its campaign pla 
of 1908, gave a promise of revising the T 
. . . The doctrine was laid down a 
lows:—“In all protected legislation the ~ 
principle of Protection is best maintaint 
the imposition of such duties as will eq 
difference between the cost of producti: 
home and abroad, together with a reason dU 
profit to. American “industries.” 2 a 
little acumen is needed to see that, carr do 
consistently, it means simple prohibition é 
complete stoppage of trade. : 
Anything in the world can be made with: 
country if the producer is assured of “ 


“Mr. James Pace—The 
member’s quotation only confirms t 
the honorable member for Kooyong said. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Does the honorabl 
member for Maranoa (Mr. James 
desire to build up in Australia for 
like that of ae . 
also— Ws 


To connect high w os 
ae productiveness 


a where it is pote affected to reflect 
what it really means: to “ equalize” a high 
domestic cost of production with the lower 
foreign cost; in fact, to reason carefully and 
consistently on the "Tariff question, all this, 
unfortunately, is almost unknown. The aver- 
~~~ age employer and the average labourer alike 
4 ie aN accept the familiar ~catchwords and fallacies. 
. Let us stimulate employment, make demand 
for labour, create the home market, equalize 
- eost of production, preserve ‘American indus- 
_ tries, and the American standard of living. , 


, 4 the latter portion of this quotation is 
- about the only argument we have heard 
_ during the debate upon this Tariff. 
KE The honorable member for Corangamite 
(Mr, Gibson) quoted some interesting 
statistics in regard to the present prices of 
imported goods. The Acting Deputy 
_ Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Charl- 
ton) made much of the argument 
that the low rate of exchange in 
France and Belgium, from which 
countries all our imported steel is 
coming at the present time, enabled those 
- countries to sell to us at lower prices than 
the local manufacturer can quote. The 
' Minister, too, fell into the same error. 
As a matter of fact, the prices quoted by 
France and Belgium ever since the war 
have been in pounds sterling. The figures 
. quoted by the honorable member for 
 Corangamite to-night were correct, and 
showed the exact rate of exchange between 
here and London, and the prices that had 
to be paid by McKay and others because 
_ the Broken Hill Company could not sup- 
ply them with raw material. 
ah ‘Mr. Greenr.—Does the honorable 
member suggest that because the quota- 


the existing exchange position is affected 2 


_ Mr. GREGORY .—I say that the prices 
- quoted by Belgium and France were in 
_ pounds sterling. 


“Mr. Grurnz.—But that does not affect 
the exchange position. 


tons of Belgian material at £10 per ton 
he pays £100. The price would pro- 
__ bably be on the basis of the exchange, but 

the importer would have to pay the full 
pound’s worth. The whole point of the 
argument is that the present prices are 
quoted on a pound sterling basis. 


Mr. Grerene.—If that is so, can the 
honorable member explain why the House 
ia of Commons is now 7 de ek aie ey ‘ex 
_ change position? — 


insurance and exchange, making a tota 


tion is in pounds sterling for foreign trade 


Mr. GREGORY.—If a man buys 10 — 


| disposal. 


Mr. GREGORY? a7 I 
neither can the Minister. 
Mr. Greenr.—I can; it is quite clear. — 


Mr. oe the Aitieateyes are not fu 


cannot, 


sider natural protection’i in connexion wl 
iron and steel, but the figures ee wer 


protection increases the pele ‘ae ‘man 
articles to the extent of 50 per cent, a 
60 per cent. The present price of pig 
iron is £5 7s. 3d. f. 0. b. The freight is. 3 
per ton, and there is a further 8s, 3d. fo: 


natural protection of £3 8s. 3d. “upon mi 
terial that costs £5 7s. 3d. ae 
Mr. Warxins.—Does it cost nothing to 
distribute the local produet in Australia 
Mr. GREGORY.—The honorable mem 
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Foley) pointed 
ve the position in which Western Aus- 
ralia would be placed, and how som 
hecerene members are attempting t 
destroy all possibility of establishing m 
dustries in that State in order to give a 
further advantage to the industries in 
their own States. J have not advance 
that argument, but there is a good deal i 
it, because if it is to cost the people of 
Western Australia £3 2s, 6d. to get goods 
from Newcastle to Fremantle, it will b 
cheaper to get the goods from London 
The protection that is being given at the 
present time on these atticles) amounts to 
about 100 per cent. : 
Mr. Conswwrive.—I thought it was 
question of developing the country an 
making it self-contained, and not. of oo 
ing in “the cheapest market, a 
‘Mr. GREGORY.—I, too, wish to. se 
this industry developed in Australia. 
Mr, Wexst.—The honorable member 
going about it in a peculiar way. 
Mr. GREGORY.—1I desire to ‘shor 
that the statement made by Mr Delpre 
before the Inter-State Commission, tha 
his company did not require any pro 
tection or assistance from the Govern 
ment, was correct. The company were 
prepared to establish the. steel indu, 
with no greater assistance than was su 
plied by the natural resources of the 
country and the great facilities at thei 


5 erent which sa ae made to me. 


conditions stated by Mr. Delprat, namely, 
that the company wanted no protection or 
assistance from the Government in any 
shape-or form 

Er, Consrpmve. Ae aie knew what they 
were doing. 

Mr, GREGORY. at do not think they 
knew there would be in power a Govern- 
ment who would be so kind and con- 
siderate to them as are the present Go- 
_vernment. The company’s works made a 
“magnificent start; they jumped’ off a 
ring board, and they have had a wonder- 
‘ully good time. 

I have here an official Government 
statement showing the prices of rails, 
‘ fishplates, fishbolts, 
Australian rails delivered at Port 
ugusta prior to the war cost £8 16s. The 
price in 1918—the maximum war-time 


day, also for delivery at Port Augusta, is 
till as high as £17 15s., an increase over 
he pre-war price of more than 100 per 
cent. Similar prices in respect of fish- 
plates are:—£11 2s. delivered. at Port 
Augusta prior to the war; £23 5s., the 
highest war-period price; "and £21 15s. 
to-day. The cost of fishbolts before the 
; war was ‘£21 6s.; the maximum war-time 
price was £66; We price to-day is £56 
1 Ags. nearly 300 per cent. above the pre- 
war quotation. And still there is the 
ery for protection! The pre-war quota- 
: tion: for dogspikes was £15 16s.; the maxi- 


mum war-time price was £40; to-day, 
he ee Pies cost £38 10s. ; 
Mr. Riuwy.—The same argument 


a night be applied to wheat, the price of — 
which issthree times what is used to be. 

Mr. GREGORY.—We are not asking 
A bor the protection of wheat. We. are 


dealing with an industry which, controls smith’s shop in the land, and ar 


nearly every manufacturing activity in 
this country. . If a manufacturer were 
_ to indent Frorn the Old Country, say, a 

— 200-ton line of various steel products, 
there would probably be more than 100 
tome in that indent. | The Broken Hill - 


one War aes is silt seant Son he 


. sere trade. 


ey in this huge industry ee the — 


-—eently that, in connexion” with A 
and dogspikes.. 


juotation—was £19 5s.; but the price to- 
i f aes ea cummihe Ol’ oe for these lines. 


and it 1s. the man h 


cept aude: conditions Freeda tha th 

firm shall be given six months or twel 
months ‘before it can put in the 
chinery to make many of the. minor line 
which are not frequently ordered i 1 th 
As on oie lines, 


ing from. er and echinory 
4th April last:— .. i 


The Broken Fil Pty. er Ltd. aes 


nied during bhp next six months, ae i 
buyers wanting to effect forward con 
during that period should look to 0 
sources. Purther advice of the Hee aes. 0 


Os nishd in May or June. C.i.f.e. quate 
for Belgian mild steel are freely made at 
£13 5s. to £15. per ton, with sales oo £i 
for immediate shipment. 


That state of affairs was due to 4a 
strike. The Australian enterprise e 
not supply orders. I have hear 
a ‘electrification ‘scheme, in 
of, angle iron, the Broken Hill uh a 


tary Company could not quote for 
Indents have had to be, or must be, ; 


aoe that the Broken Hill Prop: 
Company need protection ? ‘I hold 
hand a statement setting torn ae a 


company, and ap oi its pee) 
For the past three years these 
amounted to about £600,000 per 
num. © The Broken Hill Propri 
mine -has been closed for a considerabl 
time, so that all the indications are tha 
the company has been doing rema kal 
well at Newcastle. It has had a very fi 
start, and I am glad of its prosperit 
“cause one naturally wants to see ae 
fd industries in Australia. | tt Be 


point out that Phe go into every D 


by almost every “Australian m 
turer. Before a manufactured 
_ reaches its ome. purchaser th 
various additional profits 
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keep out vermin from his crop, who has 
to bear the brunt of it all. The cost of 
wire netting has gone up by about 300 
per cent. All these burdens inevitably 


' tell on the man who is struggling to build 


_up the primary industries of Australia. 


Unless there is a possibility of Aus- 
tralia’s iron and steel interests being in- 


jured or ruined, where is the call for. 


high protecti ion? If there were some 


actual menace, prompt action could be 


taken. Pies has been a good deal of 


talk about dumping, but it should not, be 
_ forgotten that there has been a huge de- 
mand all over the world. 
-enormows destruction during the war 


There was 


period, and iron and steel is wanted on 
every hand. There can be very little if 


any dumping in Austraha for years to 
~- come, therefore. I invite those honorable 


‘members who have devoted themselves to 
oo point to-day to listen to an impor- 
tant quotation which I am about to make, 


and which reveals how easily the Com- 
monwealth Parliament 


could ee 
similar difficulties. Under Article V. 
the Japanese Customs Tariff Law, thee | is 
the following provision— 


When important industries in Japan are 
threatened by the importation of unreasonably 
cheap articles, or the sale of imported articles 
at. unreasonably low prices, the’ Government 
may, under the regulations provided by Im- 
perial Ordinance, specify such articles, after 
submitting the matter to investigation by the 
Unreasonably Cheap Sale Investigation Com- 
mittee, and impose-upon them during a cer- 


tain fixed period of time duties not exceeding 


in amount their proper prices, in addition to 


_ the dnties provided in the anflexed Tariff. © 
_ Then there is a following section specify- 


ing how that can be done. The whole 
scheme is simple and effective. 
If it were proposed to grant a bounty 


to the iron and steel industry again, the 


~ Minister would be under an obligation to 
furnish estimates informing the general 


public of ,what was involved. © I have 


worked out certain figures showing what, 


the rates of duties under the present 
schedule would mean. These estimates 


are taken on the basis of importations 
» made in 1913. 


If we had to import the 
game quantity now as came in, free of 


duty, in that year, the imposition would. 


amount to £68,000. In respect of ingots, 
blooms, and slabs—taking the same basis 


of comparison—the duty which we would 


_have to pay to-day would be £27,000. 
On bars, bar-rods, angle-tee bars, and so. 
on, the amount of guy which we would 
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be called upon to furnish to-day, if we 
were, to import the same quantity as in 
1913, would be £391,000. On plate and © 
sheet iron, upon which we paid £19,000" 
in duty in 1913, and on which duties are: | 
suspended, we would have to pay £216, 000% 
more. On those few items which I have 
indicated, the total amount which we 
would have to pay would be £704,000. If 

we add such lines as rails and tubes, and. 

other items of iron and #teel required in 
Australia—supposing thaf all these were 

manufactured here—the extra amount © 
which the people would have to pay would 

be more than £2,500,000. j 


Mr. Jacxson,—But the Minister men- 
tioned an actual saving of some 
£7 ,000,000. Kee 


Mr. Ricuard Fostrr._—And the Min- * 
ister knows what he is talking about. | 

Mr. GREGORY.—I am not insinuat., | 
ing that the Minister does not.” The” 
honorable member ,for Wakefield (Mr. ~ 
Richard Foster) realizes that these figures — 
may reach his constituency, and he rather 
resents the publicity that I am eiving 
them. 

Mr. Ricuarp 
them all. 0g | 

Mr. GREGORY.—I have already 
quoted from the Hardware Journal show 
ing that the Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company advised purchasers to me 
their Selraeaaine ks 

Mr. Ricu 
must be a nobhier or a ce 

Mr. GREGORY .—The company stated 
that owing to a strike they could not - 
supply local requirements. That state 
ment was published, and the honorable 
member for Wakefield - says that ‘it, is 
false. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrmr.—I did not say 
sO. 

Mr. GREGORY .—Certain purcheaaa 
were told to indent on their own account, 
and goods to the extent of 7,000 ° tons 
li te 
request of the Broken Hill Proprie- . 
tary Company is acceded to, very heavy 
duties will have to be paid. . It appears: 
that some one has been doing a good esa 
of “lobbying.” 


_ Mr. Warxtns.—lIs not this rather tae 


Mr, GREGORY.—Those people who | 
have followed the. advice of the Broken 
Hill Pane pera will have aa 


Fosrrer.—Il ean answer 


‘et 
a ee 


ae 

es tas a some one 
cee: ” iahisine ’ ” on behalf of the Ameri- 

san Steel. Trust? 

Mr. GREGORY.—I have not seen the 

representative of any such corporation. 

Has the honorable member? 

Mr. Buaxerry.—No. But, apparently, 

the honorable member for Dampier knows 

‘something about*it. 

\ Mr. G: REGORY. —In the amendment 

I have suggested I have asked that the 
- geueral Tariff rate shall stand, and that 

the British rate be reduced from 20s, to 

15s. I cannot understand the honorable 

_ member for Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) 

"y op: osing such a, reasonable proposition. 

ve ae BLAKELEY. —Is it wrong for me to 


we ” on behalf of the American Steel 
‘Trust, when, Mea iad it has been done 


: ihe. GREGORY. —Representatives of 
that. company did not interview certain 
individuals, but asked members of our 


in a straightforward way, as s gentlemen, 
and asked us to support an extra duty, to 
which, however, we did not consent. 
has: been stated that they have promised 

that if these duties are imposed they will 
inerease wages, and possibly that may 
have been the means of influencing some 
honorable members. 
Mr, Ricuarp Fosrrr.— 
Leer it. 


Mr 


one hears j in the lobbies. 


; 


—Well, I do not 


Mr. RicHARD Fostrr.—That will not 
ae the honorable member’s case. 


It is useless making such statements, and 


the honorable member should pentane AG: 


Mr Constp1inz.—The honorable mem- 
id for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) is show; 
_ ing his opposition to such a proposal. 


i. Mr. GREGORY.—I do not believe in 


low wages; but we want our industries to 


be effective, so that we can hold the trade. | 


I am anxious to see men paid according 
to what they do, because if the operatives 
will not produce sufficient the Minister 


a Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) 
will find his Teast gor rae! i 


of little va aa 


aitiodel duties on “the > goods es Whe | 
. and aa no s 


iis 


GREGORY. —Well, that is what 


BY 


‘concerning certain propaganda work? 


even our cities, 


doing his: best. i 


tions, it means protection to ‘he 4 
of over Seite 000 on. this: item 


of the coubaenten Tt is all very wel 
the honorable member for Kooyong 
Robert Best) to appeal for high duties 
but if they are imposed, they will not ha 
the shghtest effect upon his constitue 
It is those hard and overtaxed work 
the rural areas, who are opening u 
country, and who are developing it to th 
best of their ability, who will have to 
pay the impost. If rural production” 
unprofitable, there will be no roo 
the Broken Hill Steel Works, or any 
industry. We see reports in the 
papers every day that mines are bein 
closed down, and the imposition of 
duties must have a corresponding eff 
in the cost of working the mines. | 

_ Mr. Conswwrnz.—Is the honorable mem = 


ber now in a position to give informati * 


ne 


Mr. GREGORY.—I have only 5 


received my papers, and am bas 


the honorable member make a a 
statement? Does he think the a imar 
producer 1 is a fool? 


“that it is the primary pee wh 0 
keeping our industries in eae 
without his efforts we RO wae not 


Mr. 
but the honorable member's statem 
incorrect. Pine 

) Mr.’ GREGORY. Bee ee a 
th ose who are supporting the higher 
Possess only a garden tool. _ 


e been endea- 
bel Gar the 


ih Pant can be onan a Co time. 
co the Committee will absolutely refuse to 

ik increase the rates, but will support the 
amendment I have suggested, which does 
not provide for’a reduction from coun- 
‘tries outside the United Kingdon, but for 
a lower iene on goods coming from Great 


ig Mr. (GREENE Pond: Minister 
for. Trade and Customs) [9.40]—I de- 

os sire at this stage to deal with only two 
-* points raised by the honorable member for 

Fane (Mr. Gregory), one of which 
was that, because the invoices to which he 
referred were expressed in terms of sterl- 
ing, that that was sufficient proof that the 
exchange position between the country 
_ from which the goods were invoiced and 
Australia had nothing to do with the 
miquestion. 
| “Mr. Grroory.—And the price that was 
paid for the article. 
Mr. GREENE—I am afraid I cannot 
follow the honorable member. The posi- 
_ tion, of course, is that the sterling price 
at which the invoice is drawn out. is the 
- eonversion of the price in the currency 
ot the country into sterling, and nothing 
more. It has nothing whatever to do 
with the relative value of the goods as 
_ expressed in sterling here and.in the 
country of origin. T shall endeavour to 
illustrate that from some figures I have 
I isreee' me. My authority is the United 
_ States Monthly Labour Review, dated 
July, 1920, which quotes the Bureau of 
: Labour and Statistics of the United 
States of America. 
- Mr. Hecror Lamonn.—Where did the 
Minister get that? The Library cannot 
ht ply it 
Mr. GREENE. —Perhaps we obtain a 
lot of information, that does not reach 
the Library. I have hefore me the rates 


-ployees, the average daily earnings, and 
_ the various classes working in the iron 
-and steel works in Oppeln and Silesia. 
In July, 1913, the average daily wage of 
_ the labourer in the steel works in Ger- 
E- ey was 2.10 marks; but the average 
_ daily wage © oe the | bourer in the 
Ve ry aaa 


of wages in March, the number of em- 


: to-day ‘ is 12 


these invoices are quoted in sterling does 
‘not in the least alter the fact that 4 


marks. When we convert the daily w: 
of the German to-day at the current r 
of exchange as between the ve 


value of fe product itself—as ee hb 
to be eventually when they sell the pro- 
duct—it costs many more marks; b 
when we bring. the mark back into the 
sterling current rate, we get a lowe 
wage, ‘and one infinitely below that p 
here for the same class of. work. W 
we convert the 12 marks, which are pa 
in Germany to-day, as against the Au 
tralian rate, which is 14s. 8d., the Ger: 
man is being paid only 11d. <a 


- Mr, Consipinz.—What is the exchang 
rate of the sovereign to-day ? . 


Mr. GREENE.—The compte ane 
have given are at the rate of 243 — 
marks to the £1 sterling. When we 
convert cost, of the product in mark 
into sterling for invoice purposes, ther 


is still ‘the vast difference in they, 
exchange between the two countries. — 
It is true that we are not trading 


with Germany. We are trading witl 

Belgium; but we get an extreme in 

stance as ’ between Germany and ourselves 

Nevertheless, the same principle applies 
between Beleium and Australia, and tha 

is why Belgian- iron. and steel is being. 
quoted at a lower price than the British 
product. That is why, within the las 
week or two, England has taken action t 
give her Minister controlling the Custom 
Department the power to deal with this 
exchange position. America is do‘ng th 
same, and we must follow suit if our in 
dustrfes are to be given a reasonable 
chance to live. I say that the fact th 


exchange position gives to continen 
countries an undue advantage, and ae 


our hha can som pets with, 


Mr, Ouartron.—In view of the. sta 
ment made by the Minister, will ace. 


item, and see whether he cannot ogre 
increase the duty? ‘ 


Mr. GREENE.—No; I want to. ge 


on. 


x 5 if 


man will not get on in that way. 
Me McWrt1aMs.—The amendment of 
the honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory) only affects imports from Great 
ritain. It will not affect imports from 
een or Germany. 
eS GREENE.—I. think that the 
duties I have proposed should be agreed 
- I am dealing with the argument of 
ae honorable member for Dampier, and 
not with his proposed amendment. — 
I want to say a word or two-concerning 
his statement that, in the interests of the 
Hes _ primary producers, we should not protect 
these industries. I cannot follow the 
Tonorable member in that statement. If 
there is one class in this community 
_ which, more than another, suffered dur- 
ing the war from the exploitation of 
_ firms: abroad through the tremendous 
‘prices they were charged for the goods 
: ‘ oes, required, it was “the: primary pro- 
_ ducers. No class in this community has 
been exploited by importers and, in their 
i" turn, by the people in whose voods they 
dealt, as the primary producers have 
poen. There is no. other class either that 
has, by the establishment of these indus- 
tries in Australia, received more relief 
than have the primary producers, I will 


statement. Every one knows how the 
price of wire went up .during the war. 
Every one knows that until this industry. 
was started here on a big scale at New- 
castle the price of wire was up in the 
clouds. - What happened? The works at 
v _ Neweastle were put up under war con- 
ditions. | Their overhead charges were 
_ relatively 400 per cent. greater than those 


Australia with these goods before. But 
_ when the Newcastle works got going— 
and 1 speak now of April, 1920—they 
Siiked - the price of wire #1Om their works 
; a at £24 10s. per ton. 

Mr.) McWirz1aMs. aor was 


_ price “before the war? 


the 


Mr. GREENE —I am speaking of 


what happened during the war. I say 
that in April, 1920, the price of wire 
fob, Neweastle was £24 10s. per ton. 


iti in Melbourne six weeks ago. _ 
Mr. GREENE.—I can tell the honor- 
member what the pice was | Ror 


Mr. Daiion. The Veneuinis ne ne 7 


“£41 10s. f.0.b. England, and so it goes on 
The importers were not able to pass t 


‘were getting deliveries of wire to’ 


give just one instance in support of this. 


| Be av 


Op of companies that had been supplying 


Australia has in America a compet 
LANA a a eee paid £31 10s. per ton for 


The é o.b. “price in England in- 


(1920, was £42. : 
My aMEs Pace —That was ‘ 
London. (ai 
Mr. GREENE. re You Londor 
Larpeny - 


cage for fis wire, and in. He other : 
for galvanized wire? 

Mr. GREENE.—No; I am. quo 
prices for the same class ot ie 


and £43 10s, i Ok Wie England. | 
Mr. GHBEON- — Can. the se 


that date? ‘igs 
Mr. GREENE. Noe I have not 


American prices before me. 
price was £24 10s, f. o.b. N cweastl, an 


price was “£24 10s. ‘f.0.b, Neweastle, 


price on. They had made- contract 
spread over a considerable period, and 


their trade, and. they were obliged t 
every ton of wire they imported. at a lo 
against the Newcastle wire. I, there 0) 
repeat that the primary producer, at 
events, has reaped a very eal” | 


dustry in Australia. 
established, he would ate been 


an effect upon every ae in ee i 
I wish_to by the vote I intend to giv 


March of se ee many chang ave 
taken place. Yo-day, in manufacture 


that she never had before. Ai : rica 


ibs pane, herd 4 is a grea ; movemeni in the 
world at the present time for the reduc- 

- tion of wages, and, despite the advice of 
the daily press, I say that we must, at all 
Pies maintain a_ high standard of 
a) living in Australia. That is the only 
way in which we can insure fitting con- 


on ditions for human beings in a eivilized 


community. We must pay attention to 
a the movement going on on the other side 
of the world for the reduction of wages, 
and of the standard of living. If we 


He 


' hich I did not avail myself in ik ie 
| the Tariff as a _whole, to BORN out 


sed in this case Chall ie of any etch 
o the people of Australia, they must be 
uch as wil ae the PMpORAs tion of 


‘that shipping companies running our 
large ocean liners quote reduced rates of 
reight for steel rails, machinery, and 


A _ other heavy cargo that can be shipped a9) 


stiffening cargo for their vessels. This 
must give importers of these goods a con- 
iderable advantage, which can only be 


upon 1 them. I agree ‘ith honorable mem- 
bers who contend that the steel and iron 
i dustry is a key industry. I have fol- . 
J eee eae in life. pier than that 


ding trade to- EE iron. oe eel me 

art that was never thought of twenty 

a . Iron and steel structures are 
day amongst the largest items in the 
requirement for large buildings. The 
honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
a has a habit of repeating state- 
men ‘He has petted fo a pcan 


Fay it was mada some years ago. 
When Mr. Delprat was giving evidence 
ae fore the deblig ee y Committee in 
con wd inquiry, he 
1 Proprietary 


a anitaly iid superior to ae oneal ‘Wye pat 
-The honorable member for Dampi has — 
asserted again and again that an ende 
vour is being made to build up a mono-- 
poly in connexion with this industr 
recognise that there is a possibility 
monopoly being created, but should th 
happen, the united wisdom of the N ational 
Parliament. should be able to devise 
machinery necessary to cope with it, 

we must handle the product of a mon 
poly, it ig better that that mon poly 
‘should be in our own country, wh 

can deal with it, rather than in 

other part of the world, where w 
exercise no control over it, A Lab 
vernment would not allow a monopo 
hold sway in this country for any le 

of time. The" honorable member f 
Dampier and other honorable membe: 

the. Country party have referred to wire | 
netting. Wire netting is shipped by mea-. 
surement, and not by weight, and in o 

that it may be put into the smallest 1 
sible space, it is dumped or presse 
such an extent that the zinc used in 
vanizing it is chipped off, and the ne 

is thus seriously damaged. Locally-m 
wire netting is worth considerably more 
than that which is imported. 


Mr. JaMEs Pace. er) | au attention | 


Mr. WEST.—I ho the dade 
public will take this lesson to heart: a 
purchase locally-made wire netting, since 
it is more. lasting than the i r 
article, 


The Minister (Mr. Greene) in. — 
‘mining the duties to be imposed under 
this item, no doubt acted upon info 
tion supplied by officers of hig Dep 
—mnent. He seems, however, to have - vers) i 
looked the fact that more than twelve 
months have elapsed since the Tariff he- 
dale was submitted, and that since the 


living. That will mean an inter 

with the distribution of the wealth of t: 
people, and a very serious position. 
likely to be created. We should do 
thing to hamper our secondary industries, 
Our] primary industries were urged 

duce more and yet more, with the 

that we have an abundance of wool, 


) of which we:-cannot sell. Our farmers 


rid of their wheat, so that we must look to 


our secondary industries to keep up the 


standard of living in Australia. 

_ Mr. Hu.r.—And yet the honorable mem- 
ber desires to increase these duties, and so 
to increase the cost of implements and 
ney used by the primary producers. 


o Mr, WEST. —It is far better that our > 


- primary producers should pay for a shovel 


‘than is asked for the imported article. 
The money spent in the manufacture of 
the Australian-made article remains in 
the country. It is distributed among our 
“own people, and is helping to create a 
-Toeal market for the products of our 
primary producers. Our. object should 
be, if possible, to shut out importations. 
When our imports are declining, Australia 
: is making progress, but when they are in- 
ereasing, I recognise that the country is 
_ being subjected to a strain which, having 
‘regard to our war debt, it cannot bear. 
Our object should be to reduce our im- 
ports and to inerease our exports. Aus- 
tralia will suffer if she continues to 
import on the present large scale. 
We are told that the reason for the 


-inerease in imports is that delivery is now — 


being made under many contracts entered 
into ‘during the war; but the fact that we 
are importing so largely clearly shows 
that our Tariff is not sufficiently protec- 
tive. It ought not to be necessary for us 
as import iron and steel; we have here the 


raw material to produce the finest steel. 


and iron. Experts told the Committee of 
Public Accounts that the locally-made 
plate and angle iron used in the ships 
that we constructed in Australia was better 
than any that could be imported. 
That is the opinion of experts, and not 
merely of members of the party to 
which I belong. These experts were 
brought from overseas in the war period 
to assist in establishing the shipbuilding 
industry here, and that was the conclusion 


at which ‘they arrived in regard to the 


merits of our iron and steel. 
- There is no justification for the idea that 


ae imposition of the additional duties 


necessarily means an increase in prices; 
but, even if itdid, and it was necessary in 


ee 


are likely also to have trouble in oe 


“made in Australia 1s. or 1s. 6d. more — 


ake the importation of iron and s e| q 


to-night by an honorable member tha 
nas to be exhibited on such” ee 


order to maintain wages and our adn 
standard of living, -it would have my 
apport. ul Femember the day when 


we must sink to the standards of Chin 
and J we 


on' the G@oterabent to renal that ae 
industry is necessary to our defence 
our commercial prosperity. are 


Australia | develops and populate 
creases, our coastal shipping service 
be of some magnitude. And when 
realize how. essential this industry is to — 
us, I feel that I must do something to 


impossible. If we had to import the raw 
materials for the industry, I might t ‘ 
a different view; but we know pis es S- 


aualits of our iron and steel, and a 
have expressed the further opinion tf 
Australian workmanship cannot be ex- 
celled, while production is cheaper here 
than in England or America. 


With all these facts before : ‘me 
should be a traitor and a re 
gade if I did not urge the Go- 


vernment to reconsider their atti 


es before voting on the qu 
before us. The Government ought 


t10 


BAL iy tgs 
eas 


of the importance of this industry. 
grieved me very much to hear it sug 


smaller States were being asked to 
for the advancement of the State - 
which I come. That is a depl 


national spirit in dealing with public 
questions, and I hope that we shall hear 

no further references of the kind to which 

JT refer. If one State of Australia is 
making progress, that must tend to the 
progress of every other State; and so, if 

a State is not doing so well as others, the 

1 position can be improved by the display 
of the proper spirit. There is no doubt 
that the iron and steel industry is the key 

to all the other industries, whether print- 
ing, building, engineering, or ship con- 
struction. Much of the opposition to the 
amendment comes from the representa- 
tives of the primary producers; but 
I remind those gentlemen that if the 
secondary industries are not able to main- 
tain a high standard of living, primary 
producers will suffer to a greater extent 
than they now imagine. I am given to 
understand that the amendment, if 
agreed to, might affect other items in the 
schedule; but I presume the Government 
are able to safeguard themselves in this 
respect. I should not be speaking at this 
length if I did not feel that this 
is the most important question that 


ean come before us in this Tariff 
discussion. The employment of labour 
involved is something enormous. 


Messrs. Hoskins Brothers, at . Lithgow, 

are one of the largest payers of freight 

_ that the Railways Commissioners of New 

South Wales have. Every day they run 

a train made up of forty trucks. Then 

they have transport from Mudgee, and, 

- further, there is the sending of their 

finished materials to Sydney and else- 
where. 


Mr. Cxariron.—I draw attention to 
the state of the Committee. [Quorum 
 formed.] 

Mr. WEST.—Again, at Newcastle we 
have the works of the Broken Hill Com- 
‘pany. These works not only give an im- 
- mense amount of employment locally, but 


tralia, and a vessel which trades regu- 
, larly between that State and Newcastle. 
The ramifications of this industry are 
"iparalyzing, and its benefits are wide- 
spread. Round about Newcastle there 
F are no empty houses for miles, and rents 
have gone up enormously. Shopkeepers, 
_ elergymen, hotelkeepers, newspaper pro- 
_ prietors and many others owe their in- 


agai 


sorry for doing so, and those who vote 


keep going an iron mine in South Aus-. 


comes to the trade which it causes. What 
we desire is that Parliament shall meet 
the circumstances of the day, and keep 
an eye on the future. This is the duty — 
of statesmen. We need to take a long — 
vision. The amendment before the Com- 

mittee is much more important than were 

the proposals of the honorable member 

for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), many of 
which were as useless as a mustard plaster 
on a wooden leg for the cure of a cold. — 


I was told by a doctor the other 
day that I might expect’ to live 
for another thirty years, and I guaran 
tee that thirty years hence the people 
of Australia who meet me will tel 
me what a great work I did in advo 
cating the increase of these duties. Those 
who vote for the amendment will not be 


against it will regret that they did not 
take the advice of the honorable membet 
for East Sydney. Some of my friends — 
who live in ‘country districts have 
not had so good an opportunity as — 
I have had to travel and broaden their 
minds. I should like them to avail them- _ 
selves of the benefits of my experience, 
and take my words to heart. If they do, 
they will accept the amendment in a 
broad national spirit. I was brought up 
in my early days to believe that Free 
Trade was a godsend, but I was con- 
verted at the age of seventeen or eighteen. 
When I came out to New Zealand and 
Australia, and saw men. walking about 
the streets with nothing to do, while loco- — 
motives and other manufactured article 
were being landed on the wharfs, IT 
thought “I will do something for this — 
country by starting the idea that it ought 
to produce what it needs for its own re- 
quirements.” | It is remarkable how this 
Tariff has gone through up to the present. 
Twenty years ago, in our State Parlia- 
ments, such a thing would never have 
been thought possible. It only goes to 
show the great change that has taken 
place in Australian sentiment. J am in 


States, the people had a very limited idea 
of national life, but when the Common- 
wealth was inaugurated the peopl 


100d, the Australian spirit and sentiment 
“pegan to grow, and we accepted our ‘re- 
ponsibilities as a nation. Among those 
responsibilities is the- employment of our 
own. people and the utilization in the best 


nterests of the peoplé of our raw 


naterials. 

Mr. James Paae —~] eall attention to 
the state of the. Committee. [Quorum 
formed. a0 is | 

“Mr. WEST.—If any item can be 


: “quoted to show the real intention of a 
Tariff, it is this one. I shall always en- 
‘deavour to go even as far as prohibition 
in dealing with the importation of 
articles produced by industries which are 
in the same position as the iron industry. 
Not one of those who have opposed the 
amendment has endeavoured to’ show that 
the industry is not essential to Australian 
"progress. It is pure imagination to say 
that an increase of £1 per ton in the duty 
would increase the price of the iron by 
‘£1 per ton. 
Mr. ‘Hirn.——If yon had: to “write out 
your cheque for £50 or £60 extra for a 
reaper and binder, you would find that it 
“ was not a difference of £1. 


Mr. WEST.—In New Zealand, under 


dearer than in Australia. If the primary 
producer has to pay 10 per cent. more 


duced in Australia, he has the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that the money he has 
i ‘spent will be circulated in Australia, with 
the almost certain result of enabling those 
who require the commodities he produces 
_ to pay for them at decent wages. We 
-maust do something to keep our indus- 
EPICS at a high standard, so far as wages 
are concerned, If we do not, the primary 
, producer will get no returns, and his 
: hae and stock will go down in value. 
Mr. Hirr.—It has gone down in value. 


Mr. 


~\ 


“with: the changes which have taken place 
; in other parts of the world, and the pos- 
sibility of a lower standard of industrial 


will never submit, there is a great danger 
to ay uh Ce beet 


Honed on. to voy ee path of aban 


articles from which Customs rev: 


read my remarks this evening, th 


ee ‘Trade, the reaper and binder is. 


for his reaper and binder which is pro- 


sponsibility rests on a National P 


pleasure to honorable members wl 


among their constituents to real et 


WEST.—The honorable member. 
Gate support the amendment, because | 


conditions to which I hope Australians” 


! Coox) agreed. tone, my 


ei 30, a.m. t 


of any Howe in the Tariff that affe s 
many people as does the one we 
considering. The people are oe 
great deal of Aa aca from this ' 

A large revenue from Customs 
no evidence of the prosperity of a cou 
On the contrary, a Tariff which redi 
importation to a minimum is the on 
makes the country progress. We | 
pay our way if importations continue “on. 
the present. large scale. One , 
greatest troubles is that we are re 
too much revenue from Customs 
and are thereby extracting from t 
people in the humbler walks of life 
greater amount of taxation than the 
should be required to pay. D 


derived are necessaries, and, therefo e, 
every individual in the community 
3 pecs to ye form of dann 


mittee, but I ae that when my f 


congratulate me upon my statesm ik 
view of the Tar ff in its relation to the grea 
iron and steel industry. I have 1 er- 
sonal interest, commercially or polit ally 
in this industry. E hope that the » 


Pci more than tilling the 
drawing water, or humping wood 
country has done well which has 
high standard’ of wages, or which 
provided ample employment for it 
in industries. No greater duty or 
ment than to provide that. employ 
for the people of the country. It 


the conclusion of their” duties, the 


as a result of-what they have don he 
the people are fully engaged in produc 
wealth for the ecm at lar, @. 


Progress reported, 


- Motion c leave) on ‘Si 


That the House, at its 


eae = 51 F 


cs — 


Anstey, Frank . Bourke (V.) | 
8 Atkinson, | ‘ewelyn . Wilmot (T.) / 
7 Bamford, Bun. Frederick Herbert (Q.) 
William 
‘Bayley, James Garfield . 2 biey (Q.) 
ae eae John, C.M. G., Darwin (T.) 
S 


Best, Hon. Sir Robert Kooyong (V.) 
Wallace, K.C.M.G. | 
Blakeley, Arthur ~ Darling (N.S. W. ye 
"Blundell, Hon. Reginald Adelaide (8.A.) 
Pole 
Bowden, Eric Kendall .. Nepean (N.S.W.) | 
Brennan, Frank . Batman (V.) 
Bruce, Stanley Melbourne Flinders (V.) 
M.C. : i 
Burchell, Reginald John Fremantle (W.A.) 
M.C. , 
Cameron, Donald he Brisbane (Q.) 

- ~€.M.G.,.D.8.0. p| 
Catts, James Howard’: .. Cock (N.S. W.) 
Ghanter. Hon. John Riverina (N.S.W.) 

Moore a i 

Chapman, Hon. Austin “,. Eden-Monaro 

. (N.S.W.) 

3 Ghariton, Matthewt Hunter (N.S.W.) 

4 Considine, Michael Patrick Barrier (N.S. W.) 
Cook, Right Hon. Sir Parramatta (N. S.W.) 

Joseph, P.C., G.C.M.G, 

Cook, Robert ~ Indi (V.) ~ 
Corser, Edward Bernard Wide Bay (Q.) 
_Cresset — . 

Cunningham, Lucien Gwydir (N.S.W.) 
Lawrence 
Fenton, James Bdwied . Maribyrnong (V. yee 
3 Fleming, William Mont- Robertson (N.S. W.) 


gomerie 
‘o Foley, George James ‘ Kalgoorlie (W.A.) 
Foster, Hon. Richard Wakefield (S.A.) 
Witty 
howler. Hon. James Perth (W.A.) 
Mackinnon 


Francis, Frederick Henry Henty (V.) 
Gabb, Joel Moses Angas (S.A.) _ 
Gibson, William Gerrand Corangamite (V.) 


net Hon. _ Walter Richmond (N.S. W. ) 
Paver. Hon. ete .» Dampier (W.A.) 
Groom, Hon. titans Darlmg Downs (Q.) — 
Ernest 
Hay, Alexander -» New England 
(N.S.W.) 
Higgs, Hon. William Guy tle ae (Q.) 


William Caldwell .. Echuca (V.) 


1. Sworn 27th February, 1920.——2. Sworn 3rd March, 1920. 
4th March, 1920.-- —4. Made affirmation, 5th March, 1920, 

t Sworn 11th May, 1920.——-6. Elected 10th July, 1929. 
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Ryrie, Sir Granville de North Sydney 
Laune, K.C.M.G., C.B. (N.S. W.) 
Smith, Hon. William Denison (T.) 
Henry Laird 
Stewart, Percy Gerald  .. “Wimmera (V.) 
Story, William Harrison .. Boothby (S.A.) 
Tudor, Hon. Frank Gwynne Yarra (V.) 
3 Watkins, Hon. David Newcastle (N.S.W. ) 


Watt, Right Hon. William Balaclava (V.) 
Alexander, P.C. 
West, John Edward . Kast Sydney 
(N.S. W.) 
Wienholt, Arnold ». Moreton (Q.) 
Wise, Hon. George Henry... Gippsland (V-) 
3. Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 
5. Hlection declared void, 2nd June, 1920 ——— 
Sworn 21st July, 1920 7 pointed Temporary: 
zien ee 1920,———_ 


. Elected 18th December, 1920: Sworn 6th April, 1921.— 10. Decease reported, 3rd June, 1921, 
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Habs or DrrarRTMEnts. 


Senate > H. Monahan. 


__ House of Representatives—W. A, Gale, C.M.G. 
Parliamentary Reporting Staf—B. H, Friend, 1.8.0. 
Library.—A. Wadsworth. 

Joint House Committee.—F. WJ’ Ren. 
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The weekly issues of Parliamentary Debates are supplied gratuitously, on application” 
for use in Public Libraries, and also in Schools of Arts, ‘Mechanics’ Tasos Debating / 
Societies (having not less than fifty members), and similar institutions. . 


Applications on behalf of the above-mentioned institutions should te addressed See 
the Honorable the President or the Honorable the Speaker. ak + ee 


Subscriptions should be sent to the Government Printer, , Melbourne. 


B. HARRY FRIEND, 
Principal Parliamentary Reporter. 
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COMMITTEES, ee 


“SENATE, 
DispurED RETURNS AND QUALIFICATIONS.—Senator Fairbairn, Senator Gavainae. Senator Sir 
iT. W. Glasgow, Senator Keating, Senator Lynch, Senator Pratten, and Senator Senior. 


Sranpina OrperS.—The President, the Chairman of Committees, Senator Crawford,* Senator +f 
de Largie, Senator Duncan, Senator Earle, Senator Elliott, Senator Foll, Senator 
Gardiner, and Senator Lynch. . ies 


LIBRARY.—The President, Senator Benny, Senator Bolton, Senator de Largie,. Sane 
Gardiner, Senator Keating, and Senator Pratten. 


House.—The President, the Chairman of Committees, Senator Buzacott, Senator a F. 
Guthrie, Senator Rowell, Senator Thomas, and Senator Wilson, 


PRINTING.—Senator Adamson, Senator Cox, Senator J. D. Millen, uae: Newland, Sehatos a 
Plain, Senator Reid, and Senator Senior. 


PuBLic ACcoUNTS COMMITTEE {JOINT) Senator Bolton, Senator Buzacott, and Senwtor: J. pe 
Millen. : ‘ 


PuELIC WorKks.—(Jornt).—Senator_ oll, Senator Newland, and Senator Plain. 


SENATE OFFICIALS: SELEcT ComMiTreE.—Senator de Largie, Senator Drake-Brockman, Senator — 
eDunean, Senator Earle, Senator Elliott, Senator Reid, and Senator Senior. Progress ~ 
report presented 12th May, 1921. ba Me 

* Appointed 14th April, 1921. Meg a 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ! 
STANDING ORDERS——Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister, the Chairman of Committees, nd 
. Atkinson, Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fowler, and Mr. Tudor. 


Liprary.—Mr. Speaker, Mr, Anstey, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Higgs, Mr. Lamond, ar 
Mackay, Dr. Maloney, Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. McDonald. 


Hovusr.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Foster, Mr. Gregory, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Mathews, Mr. Tasaes ‘ 
Page, Mr. Rodgers, and Mr. Watkins. 


PRINTING.—Mr. Bamford, Mr. Bowden, Mr. Corser, Mr. Fenton, Mr. McWilliams, Mr. Riley, 
and Mr. West. 


Pustic. Accounts (Jornr).—Mr. Bayley, Mr. Ca Mr. Fenton, Mr. —— Mr. 
Fowler, Mr. Prowse, and Mr. West. Jeeta 


-Pustic Works (Jornt).—Mr.. Atkinson*, Mr. Bamford, Mr. Gregory, Mr, Jackson, ME 
Mackay, Mr. Mathews, and Mr. Parker Moloney. a 


Sea Cargiace SELEcT CoMMITTEE.—Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Burchell, Mr. Corser, Mr. Poston Mr. . 
Mahony, Mr. McWilliams, and Mr. Waikins. Final report pee 20th As leek 
1920. . 

* ‘eeciptieyl 12th May, 1921. Appointed 19th May, 1921. eae 
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